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TEN  YEARS  OF  PROHIBITION 
IN  OKLAHOMA 

ON  November  i6,  1917,  Oklahoma  as  a  state  completed  the 
first  ten  years  of  its  state-wide  Prohibition  policy.  It 
was,  likewise,  the  tenth  anniversary  of  its  birth  into  the 
Union.  It  is  a  good  point,  therefore,  at  which  to  take  an 
accounting  of  stock,  to  note  what  the  dry  state-wide  policy 
may  have  accomplished  or  failed  to  have  accomplished.  On  Septem- 
ber 17,  1907,  the  people  of  the  then  Indian  Territory  and  Territory 
of  Oklahoma,  in  adopting  a  constitution  for  the  new  combined  state, 
also  adopted  a  provision  for  state-wide  Prohibition,  which  provision 
had  been  submitted  by  the  constitutional  convention  as  a  separate 
section.  The  vote  on  the  constitution  was  180,333  for  and  73,059 
against,  a  majority  .for  of  107,274.  There  was  very  little  opposition 
to  the  constitution  itself.  The  separate  section,  providing  for  state- 
wide Prohibition,  was  bitterly  fought,  but  was  carried  by  a  vote  0/ 
130,361  for  and  112,258  against,  a  majority  for  of  18,103.  State- 
wide Prohibition  was  thereby  written  into  the  constitution  of  the 
new  state.  The  first  Legislature  responded  by  promptly  enacting  a 
stringent  enforcement  law  under  the  guiding  hand  of  the  first  Gov- 
ernor, Charles  N.  Haskell,  and  the  writer  assisted  the  Oklahoma 
Anti-Saloon  League  in  drafting  the  measure.  The  Legislature 
seemed  anxious  to  enact  anything  that  was  desired  by  the  organized 
dry  forces  of  the  state.  The  liquor  interests  introduced  a  resub- 
mission proposal  in  both  branches  of  this  Legislature  but  both  were 
promptly  disposed  of. 

On  November  8,  1910,  the  people  were  again  called  upon  to 
vote  on  the  question  of  state-wide  Prohibition,  the  liquor  interests 
having  initiated  a  wet  amendment  to  the  constitution.  The  people 
promptly  defeated  the  liquor  proposal  by  a  majority  of  21,177  out 
of  a  total  vote  of  231,159. 

In  1914,  the  liquor  men  initiated  another  wet  constitutional 
amendment  which  failed  by  a  still  larger  majority.  This  measure 
was  initiated  under  the  fake  name  of  "The  United  Civic  Associa- 
tion." Beyond  initiating  the  proposed  amendment,  the  liquor  men 
did  not  conduct  a  serious  campaign  for  the  reason  that  the  outside 
brewers   failed  to  provide  the  necessary-  L^mpaign  funds. 

On  March  19,  191 5,  three  members  of  the  Legislature  introduced 
into  the  House  a  resubmission  proposal.  The  measure  was  promptly 
voted  down  by  a  vote  of  66  nays  and  only  four  yeas,  just  one  be- 
sides the  original  three  who  introduced  the  item. 

In  these  ten  years  that  have  passed,  not  a  measure  has  passed 
the  Legislature  relating  to  the  liquor  traffic  except  in  the  direction 
of  making  the  existing  laws  more  stringent.  In  these  ten  years  of 
state-wide  Prohibition,  the  people  have  not  elected  a  single  Gov- 
ernor, Attorney  General,  member  of  Congress  or  United  States 
Senator  who  has  not  been  committed  to  the  state-wide  Prohibition 
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policy.  The  last  Legislature  crowned  the  decade  of  dry  legislation 
by  enacting  a  "bone-dry"  law.  The  vote  in  the  Senate  wfs  35  to 
hve  and  m  the  House  it  was  98  to  seven. 

Both  political  parties  in  the  state  are  committed  to  the  drv 
fmnort^nV  !J°. '"''^  HOW  dare  show  his  head  as  a  candidate  for  an 
hl^  w  fh  .t!  ^  ?^'^  ""u^"'  ,*^"  P"°P'^  believe  him  to  be  in  sympa- 
thy with  the  state  s  well-settled  policy  of  state-wide  Prohibition. 

THE  HISTORICAL  PERSPECTIVE 

.i.f  T°  ."^^^'■stand  the  Prohibition  situation  in  Oklahoma  com- 
fhTll\  's  necessary  to  have  in  mind  something  of  the  history  of 
the  state  and  the  people  comprising  it.  "Oklahoma"  is  a  Choctaw 
r.?  i.r^K'T  '^^  P^°P^^o  ^^^  'tate  covers  the  entire  territory 
set  apart  by  Congress  in  1834  as  "Indian  Territory"  for  the  occu- 

sectSn?  of  A  ^k"'  ^'r^'""^-  ^''^f  ^^^^  '"habiting  the  northern 
MnrTr  1^^'''^%^^^'^'''  ^"^  s°"^e  mountainous  sections  of 
North  Carolina  and  Tennessee.  They  were  called  "Civilized"  tribes 
because  they  were  in  fact  "civilized,"  more  so  in  manv  respects  than 

wnv^  If  f^^TT'-  ^°  •  ^^.^y  '^^^^  '"  '°&  houses,  cultivated  farms, 
wove  cloth  had  organized  governments  with  Legislatures  the 
rhild°Jn'vc  .       '"^'^"tfd   an   alphabet  and   every   man   woman   and 

thev  nnhl  .V.h'"'  '°"'^  '''^-  J^'^  ^"^  "  P""^'"^  P^^^^  ^'^^  which 
they  published  a  newspaper,  books  and  laws.    The  Cherokee  Legis- 

'e^il^^  '"\'''^  '^'  t''  Prohibition  laws  ever  enacted  by  fnv 
h^  h.ru  '"1  "^T"^-^?"  ^''^^'y-  the  first  of  which  had  been  enacted 
Oy  the  Cherokee  Legislature  as  early  as  1819 

hv   F^iM"?  the  thirties   these  Indians  were  driven  from  their  homes 

stden  Ifke  thl  r''  '^■"'"  ^l""'"'  ^^^^  b"'""^^'  their  cattle  were 
^f  It    u  ^  Armenians,  they  were  driven  into  exile  at  the  point 

OkahomTT.'"^  ^'"^'^  ^'^'  ^^"le  until  they  reached  what  IsTw 
histo?v  OnlTr'^  "^rl  -"^'^'^  t^".  hJ^^kest  chapter  in  American 
rr,,!S      vuV-^^r'^.^hristian  missionaries  remained  true.    These 

h"os^  inTh?  t'''  I"d;^"./"f"ds.  sharing  their  sufferings  and  hard- 
M  f=l  ^  thousand-mile  hike  to  the  "wilderness."  And  where 
Muskogee    now    stands,    the    Creeks    set    up    their   Legislature     the 

House  of  Kings"  and  the  "House  of  Warriors."  At  Talequah  he 
Cherokees  set  up  their  Legislature.  The  f^rst  law  enacted  bv  that 
was''one'nro"hihV  ^^^^  P^-^^^^ion  of  their  women.  The  sixteent'h  law 
was  one  prohibiting  the  hquor  traffic,  much  more  stringent  than  the 
m^uml^'h^Ses  b^  the  Cherokee  Legislature  back  in  th'eir  South  Jn 
mountain  homes.    The  Legislatures  of  the  other  four  tribes  lost  no 

thT.' Jl/"'''T^  l™''"''  '^^^^-  S'""  that  time,  the  Indian  oul  "n 
this  wild  country  has  persistently  clamored  for  protection  from  the 
white  man's  liquor.  Thev  have  insisted  upon  it  and  foughtTor  h 
with  every  resource  at  their  command 

^rh-JK^A\^^''^^^^  *.''"=  memory  of  Federal  troops  driving  them  with 
Tri^^..'W  t-''°"''  from  their  Southern  homes  that  led  these  "Fve 
^ril  K  '"^  uP  ^J^l"  the  South  in  the  Civil  War.  And  it  was 
largely  because  thev  did  so  line  up  with  the  Confederacy  during  This 

4 


TEN  YEARS  OF  PROHIBITION  IN  OKLAHOMA 

period  that  caused  the  Federal  government  to  administer  shabby 
treatment  to  the  refugees  in  the  dismal  years  of  the  construction. 

During  all  of  these  tortuous  years,  full  of  tears  and  sorrow, 
the  Cherokee  Indians  were  led  by  the  venerable  John  Ross,  who 
served  as  "principal  chief"  from  1828  to  1866.  And  it  was  these 
same  Indians  that  produced  Sequoyah,  an  unlettered  man  who  could 
read  no  language  but  who  invented  for  his  people  the  most  scientific 
alphabet  ever  devised  in  the  history  of  the  world,  an  alphabet  so 
completely  scientific  that  it  enabled  nearly  even,-  adult  in  the  whole 
tribe  to  learn  to  read  and  write  within  a  period  of  three  months.  But 
the  old  days  of  outrage  and  shame  have  gone  forever.  A  new  era 
of  common  understanding  and  sympathy  is  in.  No  better  evidence 
of  this  fact  can  be  produced  than  the  fact  that  Oklahoma  is  now 
represented  in  "Statuarj'  Hall"  at  the  nation's  capital  by  a  marble 
portrayal  of  this  same  Sequoyah,  and  a  gentleman  of  Cherokee 
blood,  Robert  L.  Owen,  is  now  the  senior  Senator  from  Oklahoma 
in  the  United  States  Senate. 

Following  the  Civil  War,  there  came  another  hegira.  Unhung 
scoundrels  from  both  North  and  South,  fugitives  from  justice,  mur- 
derers, train  robbers,  thieves  of  every  sort,  sought  and  obtained 
refuge  in  this  "Indian  country,"  a  sort  of  no  man's  land  of  North 
America.  In  the  hills  and  brush,  they  found  themselves  compara- 
tively safe  from  pursuit.  These  intermarried  with  Indian  families. 
The  product  was,  in  part,  an  "outlaw  class"  that  eventually  domi- 
nated the  native  courts,  perverted  the  native  administration  of  jus- 
tice and  created  in  the  "Territory"  a  land  of  chaos,  plunder  and 
corruption.  Congress,  in  an  academic  sort  of  fashion,  decreed  that 
"ardent  spirits  and  wine"  should  not  be  introduced  in  this  section. 
But  the  power  that  was  sufficient  to  drive  these  people  from  their 
Georgia  homes  failed  to  enforce  this  simple  dictum  for  their  pro- 
tection in  the  Western  plains.  Like  the  Sumerian  script,  the  law 
was  to  look  at  but  not  to  read.  The  olden  faithful  missionaries 
were  dead  and  God  seemed  to  have  forgotten. 

THE   BREAKING   OF   THE   NEW   DAY 

Prior  to  May  2,  1890,  all  of  what  is  now  Oklahoma,  with  the 
exception  of  the  strip  lying  north  of  the  Panhandle  of  Texas  and 
except  a  strip  claimed  by  the  state  of  Texas,  comprised  the  old 
Indian  Territory  and  badly  enforced  Federal  Prohibition  prevailed. 
In  the  strip  North  of  the  Panhandle,  known  as  "No  Man's  Land." 
there  was  no  law  at  all.  The  strip  claimed  by  Texas  had  licensed  sa- 
loons under  Texas  laws.  On  April  22,  1889,  a  large  part  of  the 
Western  half  of  the  state  was  opened  for  settlement  at  12  o'clock, 
noon.  At  an  arranged  signal,  20,000  landseekers  made  the  famous 
rush  across  the  border  for  homes  in  the  new  domain. 

On  ]\Iay  2,  1890.  by  acts  of  Congress,  this  Indian  Territory  was 
cut  in  two  about  the  middle,  much  of  the  Western  half  being  formed 
into  the  Territory  of  Oklahoma.  Within  this  Western  section, 
called  "Oklahoma  Territory,"  there  remained  several  Indian  reser- 
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vations  which  remained  more  or  less  under  Federal  Prohibition.  In 
the  balance  of  this  Territory  the  license  policy  was  inaugurated  and 
license  was  the  law  for  sixteen  years.  Gambling,  riot,  drunkenness 
and  border  bloodshed  followed.  The  weaker  were  ground  up  for 
the  benefit  of  the  strong  according  to  law  in  the  usual  way.  Addi- 
tional lands  were  opened  up  for  settlement  until  Oklahoma  became 
about  the  same  size  of  the  diminished  Indian  Territory.  When  a 
rough  became  too  tough  for  the  Oklahoma  side  of  the  proposition, 
he  went  over  to  the  Indian  Territory  to  continue  his  operations. 
The  outlaw  class  from  all  over  the  nation  did  likewise.  There,  with 
only  four  courts  and  eight  judges  to  administer  the  civil  and  crimi- 
nal law  for  the  entire  Territory,  the  reign  of  Tophet  became  well- 
nigh  unchallenged. 

The  next  step  looking  to  the  enforcement  of  civilized  ideas  was 
the  appointment  of  the  Dawes  Commission,  in  1893,  designed  to 
induce  the  Indians  to  consent  to  the  allottment  of  their  lands  and 
to  exchange  their  tribal  government  for  the  stronger  government 
of  organized  civilization.  In  1906,  when  these  allottments  were 
near  completion,  Congress  authorized  Indian  Territory  and  Okla- 
homa to  apply  for  admission  into  the  sisterhood  of  states.  At  the 
same  time,  in  response  to  a  request  from  Indian  Commissioner, 
Frances  E.  Leupp,  Congress  set  aside  $25,000  to  "enable  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  to  take  steps  to  suppress  the  liquor  traffic  in  the 
Indian  country."  Of  this  amount,  $15,000  was  to  be  used  "ex- 
clusively in  the  Indian  Territory  and  Oklahoma."  Over  my  initial 
protest,  I  was  drafted  iiito  government  service,  given  a  formidable 
commission  as  "Special  Officer"  and  without  any  particular  author- 
ity, was  sentenced  to  clean  up  this  Territory  mess  as  best  I  could. 
With  more  than  6,000  criminal  cases  waiting  trial  and  with  the 
certainty  of  very  few  of  them  ever  being  tried,  there  was  no  chance 
of  any  of  my  new  cases  coming  to  trial  and  my  proposed  crusade 
along  the  usual  lines  was  greeted  generally  as  a  joke. 

But  I  did  not  meet  the  emergency  in  the  orthodox  manner.  My 
authority  was  mythical,  but  with  a  band  of  splendid  fellows  about 
me  who  were  ready  and  anxious  to  take  a  long  chance,  I  seized  and 
destroyed.  Where  the  outlaws  trampled  over  the  law,  I  trampled 
rough-shod  over  them.  Because  the  courts  were  inadequate  to  pro- 
tect me  and  my  men,  we  prof'ccted  ourselves.  None  of  us  ever 
appealed  to  the  courts  when  someone  took  a  shot  at  us  whether  it 
hit  or  missed.  With  axe  and  torch,  we  destroyed  76  gambling  houses, 
wiping  that  industry  from  the  Territory  map.  We  smashed  the 
liquor  wherever  found  and  threw  the  owner  in  jail.  If  he  could  not 
give  bond,  he  must  stay  in  till  he  rotted  unless  he  pleaded  guilty  and 
accepted  a  sentence.  About  seventy-five  were  "convicted"  in  this 
way.  It  was  a  tempestuous  eighteen  months  of  this  sort  of  thing. 
This  is  attested  to  by  the  fact  that  the  cattle  are  now  grazing  over 
a  dozen  or  more  graves,  four  of  them  being  those  of  my  own  depu- 
ties murdered  during  that  epoch. 
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Where  the  four  United  States  Marshals,  splendid  fellows,  ham- 
pered with  departmental  red  tape  could  not  act,  I  could  act  and 
did  act  because  the  Indian  Bureau  had  not  manacled  me  with  this 
or  any  other  kind  of  tape.  It  is  a  curious  thing  illuminating  the 
spirit  of  the  times,  that  while  my  death  was  announced  in  the  news- 
papers several  times,  while  a  reward  of  $3,000  hung  over  my  head 
for  som.e  months  and  while  diverse  attempts  were  made  to  earn  the 
reward,  I  don't  believe  that  I  have  an  enemy  in  the  whole  Indian 
Territory.  These  men  sought  my  life  because  I  was  in  the  way  and 
I  knocked  them  over  the  head  and  smashed  up  their  property  as  a 
matter  of  official  routine  duty.  No  quarter  was  asked  or  given. 
There  was  no  "hate"  about  it.    It  was  all  a  part  of  the  game. 

But  out  of  these  frontier  affairs,  there  has  now  grown  up  an 
important  branch  of  the  Indian  service,  headed  by  Chief  Officer 
Henry  A.  Larson,  who,  under  the  direction  of  Indian  Commissioner 
Cato  Sells,  is  now  efficiently  protecting  the  Indian  countrj'  and  the 
Indian  in  a  more  systematic  and  orderly  fashion.  Convictions  are 
now  being  made  of  illicit  liquor  sellers  at  the  rate  of  about  100  per 
month  and  large  colonies  of  convicts  in  Federal  and  state  peniten- 
tiaries testify  to  the  efficiency  of  the  service  and  the  adequacy  of 
the  courts. 

It  was  in  these  eighteen  months  of  shootings,  stabbings,  mid- 
night raids,  vigilante  operations,  killings,  bonfires,  wild  horseback 
chases,  constant  fist  fights,  smashings  of  windows  and  furniture, 
flying  beer  bottles  and  kindred  performances  that  the  old  days  were 
closed  and  the  new  era  of  enlightenment  was  ushered  in.  Much  has 
been  written  in  prose  and  verse  of  these  strenuous  times,  but  it 
should  not  be  forgotten  that  what  was  accomplished  was  made  pos- 
sible by  the  steady,  loyal,  persistent  and  never  wavering  support  of 
Indian  Commissioner  Frances  E.  Leupp,  Secretarv-  of  the  Interior 
James  A.  Garfield,  Attorney  General  Charles  J.  Bonaparte  and 
President  Roosevelt.  Never  did  a  man  undertake  a  difficult  task 
with  more  splendid  backing  than  I  had  in  these  virile  men,  not  one 
of  whom,  at  that  time,  made  any  claim  to  being  a  "Prohibitionist." 

THE  BEGINNING   OF  THE   REVOLT 

The  summer  of  1898,  Howard  H.  Russell,  General  Superintend- 
'ent  of  the  Anti-Saloon  League  of  America,  appointed  Mr.  H.  E. 
Swan  as  Superintendent  of  the  Anti-Saloon  League  in  Oklahoma 
Territon.-.  This  was  the  first  general  organization  against  the  sa- 
loon in  what  is  now  the  state  of  Oklahoma. 

The  first  Territorial  Anti-Saloon  League  Convention  was  held 
in  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Oklahoma  City  on  January  20,  1899, 
with  General  Superintendent  H.  H.  Russell  in  charge  of  the  organi- 
zation. 

The  first  officers  and  Board  of  Trustees  were  as  follows : 

President — Tipton   Cox,  Hennessey. 

Vice  President — Rev.  J.  \\'.  Shenvood,  Kingfisher. 

Secretary — Rev.  T.  H.  Harper,  Oklahoma  City. 
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Treasurer — Hon.  F.  E.  McKinley,  Guthrie. 

Superintendent — H.  E.  Swan,  Oklahoma  City. 

Trustees — Oklahoma  City,  Dr.  Delos  Walker,  Dr.  L.  H.  Bux- 
ton, Rev.  W.  M.  Anderson,  Rev.  T.  H.  Harper,  Judge  J.  L.  Brown; 
Guthrie,  Hon.  S.  N.  Hopkins,  Hon.  F.  E.  McKinley.  Rev,  H.  W. 
Newby,  J.  E.  Brewer;  Hennessey,  Tipton  Cox;  Kingfisher,  Rev.  J. 
W.  Sherwood ;  Perrj^  Edward  Ailing ;  Norman,  C.  W.  Brewer ; 
Pawnee,  Robert,  Chasteen ;  Dover,  Hon.  J.  Y.  Callahan ;  Blackwell, 
Rev.  E.  C.  Deleplain;  Perkins,  Rev.  D.  W.  Ross;  El  Reno,  Rev. 
J.  M.  Monroe. 

During  the  summer  of  1905,  a  small  company  of  lofty  spirits, 
including  Captain  A.  S.  McKennon,  E.  M.  Sweet,  Jr.,  and  Dr.  A. 
Grant  Evans,  met  with  Rev.  T.  F.  Brewer  in  the  parlor  of  his 
Muskogee  home.  These  men  there  decided  to  call  a  "convention" 
to  be  held  on  September  7,  in  the  First  Baptist  Church  at  McAlester, 
at  which  the  Indian  Territory  Church  Federation  \vas  formed  with 
Captain  McKennon  as  president  and  Mr.  Sweet  as  secretary.  From 
that  hour  until  statehood,  i\Ir.  Sweet  spent  the  intervening  two 
years  in  Washington,  having  for  his  sole  mission,  to  see  that  what- 
ever form  statehood  might  take,  that  the  Indian  treaties  providing 
for  Prohibition  within  their  domain  should  be  protected.  It  was 
through  the  persistent  efforts  of  Mr.  Sweet  and  Captain  McKennon, 
supplemented  by  the  Washington  work  of  E.  C.  Dinwiddie,  that 
the  foundations  were  laid  for  state-wide  Prohibition.  It  was  Mr 
Dinwiddie  who  successfully  conducted  the  battle  for  Prohibition  at 
the  election  in  1907.  Ten  years  ago,  on  November  16,  1916,  the 
curtain  rang  down  upon  the  old  day  and  a  new  state  was  born, 
clad  in  Prohibition  clothes — Oklahoma.  On  the  debris  of  a  some- 
what disorderly  past  and  out  of  the  warp  and  woof  of  the  human 
material  at  hand,  a  new  commonwealth  arose  whose  prosperity  and 
whose  happiness  is  entwined  around  the  Prohibition  policy  as  foliage 
is  supported  by  the  tree. 

THE   RETURN    OF   A   MIDWIFE 

Because  my  official  activities  were  connected  with  the  birth  of 
the  new  state  ten  years  ago,  I  feel  in  the  new  state  something  of 
the  interest  of  a  midwife.  So,  ten  years  later,  I  returned  to  inspect. 
Rational  ones  do  not  claim  that  the  Prohibition  policy  in  itself  re- 
sults in  the  devolpment  of  a  state  or  community.  But  liquor  agents 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century  have  insisted  that  this  policy  paralyzes 
industry,  retards  growth,  scares  away  capital  and  visits  upon  a 
community  a  "blight."  What  has  been  the  growth  of  Oklahoma 
and  her  cities  during  the  decade  is  now  a  fit  subject  for  examination. 

In  the  principal  cities,  there  have  appeared  skyscrapers  on 
corners  where  I  formerly  raided  dives.  There  was  a  rush  and 
bustle  that  never  was  known  in  the  olden  days.  In  the  week  of  my 
visit  a  Muskogee  daily,  in  an  advertisement,  confronted  me  offering 
a  reward  of  five  dollars  to  anyone  who  would  tell  the  subscriber 
of  a  house  that  he  could  rent.    And  the  Frisco  Railway  had  just 
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announced  that  they  would  not  accept  shipments  of  household  goods 
for  Tulsa  without  a  certificate  from  Clarence  B.  Douglass,  secretary 
of  the  Tulsa  Commercial  Club,  that  the  man  had  a  house  or  tent 
ready  to  put  them  in  on  their  arrival.  This  was  made  necessary 
because  the  freight  house  at  Tulsa  was  clogged  with  houshold 
goods,  the  owners  of  which  were  unable  to  find  a  house  in  which 
to  put  them. 

Where  I  left  a  frontier,  newly-born  state,  made  up  largely  of 
Indians  and  outlaws,  with  the  greater  part  of  land  not  subject  to 
taxation  because  it  was  "Indian  land,"  where  the  whole  Eastern 
half  of  the  state  was  without  roads,  bridges,  court  houses  or  jails. 
I  found  a  full-grown  state  rating  number  seven  in  the  amount  of 
individual  income  tax  paid  to  the  government.  Here  are  the  figures 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1917,  supplied  by  the  Col- 
lector of  Internal  Revenue  :• 

Individual 
State  Income  Tax 

New  York $81,495,723.31 

Pennsylvania    : 17,360,341.18 

Illinois    11,739,952.41 

Massachusetts    10,959,847.50 

Ohio     8,056,088.77 

New  Jersey    5,621,910.08 

OKLAHOMA    4,428,842.41 

California     3,870,314.24 

This  Federal  income  tax  law  was  enacted  in  1913  and  for  that 
year  Oklahoma  paid  only  $93,082.15.  In  191 7,  ten-year-old  Oklahoma 
paid  to  the  government  almost  $560,000  more  individual  income  tax 
than  did  the  "Golden  State"  of  California. 

GROWTH   OF   INSURANCE 

A  very  good  test  of  the  development  of  a  state  is  the  growth 
of  the  insurance  business,  life,  fire  and  other.  The  first  Oklahoma 
Legislature  provided  an  "Insurance  Commissioner"  to  supervise  the 
business  of  fire,  fraternal,  life  and  miscellaneous  insurance  enter- 
prises within  the  state.  The  fees  and  taxes  collected  by  this  office 
for  each  year  since  statehood  is  suggestive  of  this  side  of  Okla- 
homa's development : 

Fees  and  Ta.xes 
Year  Collected 

1907  (Fractional   year) $      471.50 

1908    76,821.33 

1909  168,418.28 

1910  189,239.56 

1911  203,391.28 

1912  227,607.37 

1913  223,394.94 

1914  257,922.75 

1915  231,564.44 

1916  261,364.42 

The  life  insurance  development,  which  more  strictly  indicates 
the  growth  of  permanent  home  life,  is  still  more  suggestive.  There 
are  now  63  life  insurance  companies  doing  business  in  Oklahoma. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  life  insurance  in  force  in 
the  state  various  years  since  statehood : 

Life  Insurancet 
Year  in  Force  (Dec.  31) 

1908     $  55,960,185 

1909     64,624,805 

1911    100,232,525 

1913     136,143,042 

1914    152,480,196 

1915     171,113,631 

1916    204,208,784 

In  Other  words,  the  amount  of  life  insurance  in  force  in  Okla- 
homa has  almost  quadrupled  since  statehood,  ten  years  ago.  In 
addition  to  this,  on  Dec.  31,  1916,  there  was  $170,223,607  in  fraternal 
benefit  insurance  in  force  in  the  state. 

In  another  article,  I  will  deal  extensively  with  the  banking  in- 
terests of  Oklahoma,  but  for  this  connection,  I  will  record  just 
one  fact : 

In  1906,  the  last  full  year  before,  the  bank  deposits  for  what 
is  now  the  state  of  Oklahoma  amounted  to  $37,278,174.21.  In  1916, 
the  last  full  year  where  the  statistics  are  now  available,  the  de- 
posits amounted  to  $268,287,932.97.  The  increase  in  bank  deposits 
during  the  ten  years  of  statehood,  therefore,  amounts  to  nearly 
900  per  cent.  The  following  table  shows  this  remarkable  increase  in 
bank  deposits  in  Oklahoma  year  by  year  since  the  last  year  of  the 
old  regime : 

BANK    DEPOSITS    OF    OKLAHOMA    DURING    THE    FIRST 

TEN    YEARS  OF   STATEHOOD 

Year                             Deposits  Year                         Deposits 

1906 $  37,278,174.21  1912 $121,980,587.82 

1907 61,334,538.63  1913 130,768,157.97 

1908 75,210,941.02  1914 126,327,032.42 

1909 105,659,994.28  1915 149,802,995.60 

1910 126,952,316.91  1916 268,287,932.97 

1911 106,713,111.93  1917 *271,9S8,429.41 

*Up  to   March   1. 

GROWTH  OF  CROPS  AND  LIVE  STOCK 

In  this  examination  of  Oklahoma's  progress,  I  am  avoiding 
reference  to  mining,  oil  and  the  "war  babies,"  for  these  are  abnor- 
mal. A  review  of  the  development  of  live  stock  and  farm  values, 
however,  is  pertinent  and  informing.  The  following  is  a  tabulation 
prepared  for  me  by  Mr.  W.  B.  Hamlin,  statistician  of  the  State 
Board  of  Agriculture,  showing  the  values  of  the  leading  Oklahoma 
crops  for  each  year  of   Oklahoma  state  history : 

Year  Crop  Value 

1908    $1 19,445,000 

1909    118,954,000 

1910     149,338,000 

1911     84,741,000 

1912    127,694,000 

1913    114,581,000 

1914    136,096,000 

1915    163,014,147 

1916    177,504,262 

1917    , 340,621,000 
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Agriculture,  forsooth,  has  not  been  "paralyzed'  to  any  great 
extent  by  the  "withering  blight"  of   Prohibition. 

Turning  to  the  yearly  value  of  live  stock  in  the  state,  Mr. 
Hamlin  provides  me  with  the  following  data : 

Value  of 
Year  Live  Stock 

1908    $1 16,998,000 

1909  121,189,000 

1910  138,172,000 

1911  163,127,000 

1912  136,194,000 

1913  157,193,000 

1914  165,728,000 

It  appears  from  Mr.  Hamlin's  statistics  that  cows  and  horses 
continue  to  breed  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  saloons  of  the  state 
are  closed. 

GROWTH  OF  THE  SCHOOLS 

And  even  it  appears  that  the  schools  are  not  closed,  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  there  is  no  whisky  license  money  in  the  school  fund. 
There  are  now  approximately  one  hundred  thousand  more  children 
attending  Oklahoma  schools  than  there  were  in  1910.  The  following 
official  record  of  school  attendance  tells  the  story : 

School  Enrollment 
Year  State  of  Oklahoma 

1910  415,116 

1911  443,227 

1912 438,901 

1913  469,809 

1914  496,908 

1915  495,722 

1916  515,493 

The  people  have  been  building  new  school  houses  at  a  rate 
much  more  than  a  million  dollars  worth  per  year  during  the  six 
years  in  which  accurate  statistics  are  vailable.  Mr.  E.  N.  Collette, 
Assistant  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  for  the  state,  pro- 
vides the  following  tabulation  showing  the  value  of  public  school 
property  in  the  state  during  each  of  these  years : 

Value  Public 
Year  School  Property 

1910-11 $13,310,039.75 

1911-12 15,836,269.80 

1912-13 17,007,444.36 

1913-14 19,309,049.45 

1914-15 19,813,428.06 

191516 .    20,661,988.25 

ASSESSED   VALUATION   AND   TAXATION 

The  statistics  of  assessed  valuation  of  the  state  must  be  given, 
but  without  explanation  they  are  misleading.  The  statistics  are 
given  and  the  explanation  will  follow : 

Year  Assessed  Valuation  State  Tax 

1911    $1,326,840,833 

191*    1,193,655,846 

1913    1,177,079,420 
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Year                                                     Assessed  Valuation  State  Tax 

1914    1,176,933,882  $1,530,013.66 

1915    1,187,164,328  4,155,075.14 

1916    1,248,811,724  2,497,623.44 

1917    1,335,220,527  3,338,051.32 

In  addition  to  this,  the  state  is  collecting  this  year  something 
more  than  $500,000  in  income  tax.  The  statistics  prior  to  1911  are 
not  available. 

The  explanation  of  the  table  as  given  by  the  State  Auditor's 
office  is  that  the  year  191 1  was  the  summit  of  a  crazy  boom  period 
in  which  wild  speculation  prevailed  and  in  which  lands  around  the 
larger  cities  were  plotted  for  miles  out.  Around  Oklahoma  City, 
the  lands  were  plotted  out  for  seven  or  eight  miles  and  these  "city 
lots"  had  added  enormously  to  the  assessed  valuation  of  the  state. 
These  lots,  beginning  in  1912,  were  reopened  as  farms  and  began 
to  be  assessed  as  such  at  a  greatly  reduced  valuation.  Following 
this  period  of  liquidation,  there  was  again  restored  the  natural  and 
healthy  increase  in  real  estate  values.  There  was  also  a  heavy 
shrinkage  in  the  excessive  valuation  put  upon  railway  properties, 
which  shrinkage  was  forced  by  an  appeal  to  the  courts. 

HEALTHY   GROWTH   OF  THE   PENITENTIARY 

In  January,  1909,  643  convicts  from  the  Federal  penitentiary 
at  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  who  had  been  convicted  in  the  territorial 
courts,  were  brought  to  Oklahoma  to  complete  their  terms.  They 
were  taken  to  a  stockade  at  McAlester  and  were  utilized  in  building 
the  present  state  penitentiary,  one  of  the  finest  establishments  of 
the  sort  in  the  nation.  Since  then,  there  has  been  a  healthy  growth 
in  the  population  of  that  institution  until  now  it  contains  about 
1,400  involuntary  guests.  With  the  exception  of  those  employed  in 
the  blinding  twine  factory,  all  are  engaged  in  the  operation  of  the 
state  farms,  in  the  building  of  public  highways  and  in  other  public 
works. 

When  the  state  was  established,  the  four  courts  of  the  Federal 
government  in  the  old  Indian  Territory  turned  over  to  the  local 
state  authorities  nearly  8,000  criminal  indictments  for  trial.  Many 
of  these  were  tried  and  convicted.  But,  because  the  counties  were 
wholly  without  funds,  having  no  court  houses,  roads  or  bridges, 
most  of  these  cases  were  dismissed  without  prosecution.  The  locali- 
ties suffered  heavily  in  the  turning  loose  without  trial 'of  thousands 
of  criminals  and  outlaws,  and  much  further  outlawry  resulted.  In 
one  county  alone,  during  the  first  year  of  statehood,  58  murders 
were  reported  and  practically  no  successful  prosecutions  therefor. 
There  then  followed  throughout  the  state  a  period  of  drastic  re- 
pression of  the  outlaw  element  which  resulted  in  sending  these  folks 
to  the  penitentiary  in  large  numbers.  As  a  result,  Oklahoma  is  now 
as  safe  for  life  and  property  as  any  state  under  the  sun.  The  growth 
in  the  number  of  convicts  in  the  penitentiary  is  a  most  healthy  one 
and  represents,  not  an  increase  in  crime  but  an  increased  efficiency 
in  the  punishment  of  crime. 
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HOW   ABOUT    OKLAHOMA   BEING   "BANKRUPT?" 

What  the  bartenders  call  the  "withering  blight  of  Prohibition" 
has  not  struck  Oklahoma  very  hard.  On  November  i6,  1907,  the 
date  that  state-wide  Prohibition  went  into  effect  and  the  state 
opened  for  business,  the  state  was  financially  bankrupt.  On  that 
date,  its  liabilities  amounted  to  $1,245,122.27,  while  its  assets  were 
but  $778,868.76.  This  is  shown  in  an  analysis  of  the  finances  of  the 
state  in  the  Fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  State  Examiner  and  In- 
spector, page  13.  In  other  words,  there  was  a  state  deficit  amounting 
to  $743,833.24  on  the  date  that  the  new  state  was  born  into  life. 
Besides  this,  the  Eastern  half  of  the  state  had  no  public  roads,  no 
public  bridges  and  no  public  buildings.  The  government  helped  the 
game  somewhat  by  contributing  four  jails  all  full  of  prisoners.  The 
state  began  and  continued  in  business  for  years  by  issing  bonds  from 
time  to  time  to  meet  an  elaborate  program  of  construction  of  public 
buildings  and  also  issued  bonds  to  take  over  the  old  inherited  state 
debt. 

Now  let  us  examine  the  financial  status  of  the  state  at  the 
present  time,  after  Prohibition  has  spread  "ruin  and  devastation" 
over  the  state  for  a  decade. 

The  outstanding  bonded  indebtedness  amounts  to  approximately 
$4,000,000. 

There  is  no  such  thing  as  a  "floating  debt"  or  "warrant  debt" 
for  the  reason  that  the  state  has  been  on  a  cash  basis  for  two  years, 
with  plenty  of  money  in  the  treasury  to  meet  all  bills  as  fast  as  they 
are  presented  and  a  few  hundred  thousand  on  hand  in  addition  all 
the  time. 

Besides  this,  since  1910,  when  the  "sinking  fund"  of  the  state, 
about  $100,00  per  year,  has  been  set  aside  into  this  fund  for  the 
purpose  of  accumulating  resources  to  meet  the  bonded  debt  as  it 
becomes  due. 

But  back  of  all  this  is  another  remarkable  showing.  On  June  30, 
1917,  the  State  Examiner  and  Inspector  prepared  a  schedule  of  the 
fixed  properties  of  the  state  which  covers  only  the  public  buildings 
and  fixtures  of  the  state,  and  does  not  include  endowments  or  school 
lands.  It  only  includes  things  that  the  people  have  purchased  and 
paid  for  by  taxation.  On  that  date,  these  "fixed  properties"  of  the 
state  amounted  to  $9,556,469.06. 

What  does  this  mean  ?  It  means  that,  disregarding  cash  on  hand, 
disregarding  the  half  million  or  so  in  the  sinking  fund,  disregarding 
the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  in  course  of  collection,  disre- 
garding endowments,  school  lands  and  unearned  increments ;  disre- 
garding all  these,  the  state  of  Oklahoma  now  has  approximately 
$5,556,000  in  purchased  or  fixed  properties  more  than  her  bonded 
indebtedness. 

Then  there  is  the  cash  on  hand,  the  amount  growing  year  by 
year.  The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  cash  in  the  state 
treasury  on  June  30  of  each  year  since  statehood : 
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Year                        Account  No.  1        Account  No.  2     School  Land  Fundst 
1907*     $    932,584.88 

1908     1,068,181.02 

1909     1,241,328.94 

1910  949,465.07 

1911  1,385,093.12 

1912  1,790,353.06 

1913 1,631,825.07 

1914  1,834,316.29 

1915  1,055,196.27    $   49,100. 84t    $l,679,280>60t 

1916  1,922,780.59      971,061.01      1,898,814.31 

1917  2,375,620.44     2,189,158.60      1,430,927.42 

1917§  2,431,931.91 

*Nov.    16,    1907,   the  beginning  of  statehood, 
tjuly   1,   account  opened, 
tjuly   21,   account   opened. 
iOctober    1. 

On  June  30,  191 7,  there  were  combined  funds  in  the  treasury 
and  state  depositories  amounting  to  $5,995,706.46.  All  these  funds 
are  on  deposit  in  banks  and  draw  3  per  cent  interest  on  the  daily 
balances. 

The  saloon  system  left  the  state  balance  three-quarters  of  a 
million  in  the  red.  Under  Prohibition,  the  state  has  been  getting 
ahead  at  an  average  of  more  than  one  million,  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  per  year. 

SLUMP   IN   "SPECIAL   TAXPAYERS" 

Prior  to  statehood,  there  were  about  3,000  persons  within  the 
two  territories  who  paid  the  internal  revenue  tax  as  "retail  liquor 
dealers"  or  as  "retail  dealers  in  malt  liquor."  These  were  saloons, 
joints,  dives,  crooked  drug  stores  and  all  that  sort  of  vermin.  On 
November  i,  1917,  there  were  exactly  91  of  these  two  classes  of 
special  taxpayers,  distributed  throughout  14  counties.  There  were 
63  counties  of  the  state  without  a  single  Federal  taxpayer  of  this 
sort,  not  even  a  drug  store. 

In  these  ten  years,  there  has  been  built  upon  the  wreckage  of 
saloon  maladministration,  upon  a  citizenship  streaked  with  out- 
lawry, with  100,000  redskins  who  held  lands  not  subject  to  taxa- 
tion, a  wilderness  destitute  of  roads,  bridges  and  public  buildings, 
a  commonwealth  that  is  in  the  very  forefront  of  civilization,  with 
the  most  progressive  laws  in  the  Union  and  paying  into  the  Federal 
revenues  a  greater  income  tax  than  any  state  in  the  nation  with  six 
exceptions. 

And  all  this  was  done  with  the  state  weighted  down  with  what 
ignorant  bartenders  call  the  "withering  blight  of  Prohibition." 
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THE  ROMANCE   OF  OKLAHOMA  CITY 

On  April  22,  1889,  when  a  large  part  of  the  Western  half  of 
what  is  now  the  state  of  Oklahoma  was  opened  for  settlement  and 
the  historic  "rush"  into  that  section  took  place,  the  site  for  Okla- 
homa Cit\-  had  been  agreed  upon,  and,  24  hours  later,  at  noon,  the 
"cit>-"  was  established  with  a  population  of  3,000  souls.  The  Terri- 
ton,-  of  Oklahoma  was  organized  on  May  2,  1890,  and  on  the  same 
date  came  the  saloon,  the  brothel,  the  gambling  hell  and  all  the 
appurtenances  pertaining  thereto.  For  17  years,  Oklahoma  Cit}'  was 
a  frontier  town  given  over  to  revelry,  debauchery,  throat-cutting, 
robbery  and  all  of  the  usual  industries  accompanying  and  being  a 
part  of  the  saloon  system.  The  city  existed  for  the  benefit  of  the 
liquor  interests  and  only  incidentally  for  the  benefit  of  the  people 
who  lived  there.  The  story  of  this  seventeen  years  is  a  narrative 
of  Wild  West  exploits,  murders,  drunken  carousals,  official  in- 
efficiency" and  corruption  and  slow  business  progress.  Progress  of 
any  legitimate  sort  was  slow  and  uncertain.  People,  in  spite  of  the 
unusual  advantages  of  the  city,  hesitated  to  make  their  homes  in 
the  saloon  bedlam.  The  bare  statistics  of  the  growth  in  population 
of  the  city  from  year  to  year  glaringly  illustrate  this  fact.  Here 
they  are : 


Year 

Authority  . 

Population 

1890 

Census 

4,12s 

1900 

Census 

10,034 

1910 

Census 

64,205 

1915 

Estimate  Chamber  of  Commerce 

73,900 

1917 

Postal  census,  Jan.   1 

92,000 

On  Xovember  16,  1907.  the  stage  setting  change''  Pcohibition 
came  in  and  found  a  squalid,  saloon-ridden  city  of  'went\'-five  or 
thirty  thousand  people.  Then  and  there  the  population,  the  thrift 
and  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the  cit\'  began.  On  that  date,  the 
wonder  and  pride  of  the  Southwest  was  born,  a  cit\-  that  has  more 
than  tripled  its  population  in  ten  years  and  has  made  progress  in 
other  lines  to  an  astonishing  degree. 

OUT  OF  THE  SLOUGH   OF  DESPOND 

Oklahoma  City  did  not  take  kindlv  at  first  to  the  dry  regime. 
The  county  voted  wet  on  the  state-wide  proposal  by  a  majority  of 
2,756,  and  for  some  years  the  wet  element  remained  in  control  of 
local  affairs.  Finally,  late  in  1910.  the  people  became  tired  of  the 
game  and  adopted  a  commission  form  of  government,  putting  into 
the  garbage  can  the  wet  administration  for  all  time  to  come.  The 
miserable  condition  in  which  the  liquor  politicians  left  the  finances 
of  the  cit\-  is  a  matter  of  official  record.  The  annual  report  of  the 
cit\'  auditor  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1915,  makes  this 
statement   Cpage  70)  : 

"When  the  commission  form  of  government  was  adopted  in  1910,  the 
financial  condition  of  the  city  treasury  was,  to  say  the  least,  lamentable.  Cur- 
rent obligations,  in  the  form  of  warrants,  were  then  outstanding  to  the  extent 
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of  approximately  $200,000,  with  no  means  of  payment  except  by  bond  issue. 
There  was  no  money  in  the  sinking  fund,  it  in  fact  being  overdrawn  about 
$3,000.  Installments  of  $5,000  due  annually  on  serial  bonds  of  the  city  were 
being  refunded.  The  treasury,  but  for  trust  funds  on  hand,  was  virtually  a 
nullity." 

The  report  of  the  city  auditor  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1916,  (page  ,36)  contains  another  lugubrious  account  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  city's  finances  left  over  from  the  wet  rule.  The  money 
that  had  been  received  from  license  revenue  in  the  license  days  had 
been  splashed  against  the  wall  by  saloon  financiers  while  the  city's 
obligations  were  met  by  discounted  warrants  or  by  refunding  bonds. 
Rum  office  holders  had  left  the  sinking  fund  overdrawn  about  $3,000, 
to  say  nothing  of  current  obligations  amounting  to  $18,000  charge- 
able to  the  same  fund  but  for  which  even  warrants  had  not  been 
issued. 

Because  Oklahoma  City  was  administratively  wet  for  three 
years  after  the  state  had  become  officially  dry,  the  evils  of  rum  rule 
extended  until  the  people  overthrew  the  whole  bag  of  black  cats 
in  19TO  and  adopted  the  commission  form  of  government.  The  new 
business  regime  had  plenty  of  difficulties  in  bringing  order  out  of 
financial  chaos,  but  they  did  it,  establishing  business  rule  in  city 
aflFairs  in  place  of  pothouse  jugglery.  What  the  new  regime  was 
able  to  accomplish  in  the  first  five  years  is  thus  set  forth  in  the 
report  of  the  city  auditor  for  teh  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1915: 

"At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1915,  the  city  had  ample 
resources  with  which  to  liquidate  all  its  current  indebtedness,  and  more.  A  very 
creditable  sinking  fund  for  the  redemption  of  city  bonds  at  maturity  had  also 
been  accumulated.  This  fund  at  present  comprised  of  $93,650  in  cash  on  hand, 
and  investments  amounting  ot  $317,450,  or  a  total  of  $411,100.  Besides,  there 
are  taxes  levied  and  in  process  of  collection  for  the  benefit  of  this  fund  to  the 
extent  of  $161,000,  really  making  the  total  sinking  fund  $572,100.  The  city  is 
paying  all  its  bonds  as  they  become  due,  without  recourse  to  refunding  them, 
and  interest  on  its  bonded  debt  is  paid  when  due  in  every  instance:  Five  years, 
as  will  have  been  seen,  has  indeed  seen  a  very  favorable  change  in  the  condition 
of  its  finances." 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  new,  dry  regime  at  once  instituted 
an  extensive  and  costly  program  of  public  improvements,  this  re- 
adjustment was  made  without  any  material  additional  burden  upon 
the  taxpayers.  The  annual  city  tax  levy  for  this  period  was  as 
follows : 

Fiscal  Tax  Levy  Fiscal  Tax  Levy 

Year  in  Mills  Year  in  Mills 

1911 7.0  1914 8.74 

1912 9.8  1915 8.00 

1913 8.5 

In  detail,  the  following  tabulation  shows  the  ordinary  revenues 
of  the  city  and  its  expenditures  for  the  last  eleven  fiscal  years,  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  first  two 
years  are  prior  to  the  state-wide  Prohibition  regime  and  it  was  not 
until  1910  that  the  local  saloon  administration  was  rooted  out  and 
the  commission  form  of  government  established: 
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ORDINARY  REVENUE  AND  EXPENDITURES  OF  OKLAHOMA  CITY 

FOR   ELEVEN   YEARS 
Fiscal  Maintenance 

Year  Revenues  and  Operation     Improvements  Total 

1906    $    235,202.62         $203,232.40         $      94,613.05         $    297,845.45 

1907     256,256.78  231,877.16  364,996.86  596,874.02 

1908     315,948.09  285,186.98  276,003.51  561,190.49 

1909     418,665.88  338,953.64  171,742.73  510,696.37 

1910     606,784,31  505,053.52  1,068,706.89  1,573,760.41 

1911     812,059.99  782,429.18  1,000,152.09  1,782,581.27 

1912     999,118.39  764,689.73  627,395.39  1,392,085.12 

1913     1,100,380.54  760,212.82  136,700.83  896,913.65 

1914     851,204.55  692,199.81  39,546.78  731,746.59 

1915     781,967.04  702,671.33  33,004.19  735,675.52 

1916    770,816.94  719,113.63 

1917     

Oklahoma  City  is  now,  as  a  municipality,  well  out  of  the  old- 
time  saloon  mire  and  on  as  sound  a  financial  basis  as  the  Bank  of 
England  ever  was.  While  it  now  has  a  bonded  debt  of  $3,703,500, 
used  in  the  construction  of  municipal  improvements  and  in  the 
paying  ofif  of  old  saloon  debts,  it  has  to  offset  this  a  cash  and  sinking 
fund  reserve  of  more  than  a  million  dollars  besides  fixed  properties 
to  the  value  of  $5,883,432.41,  so  that  the  city,  in  ten  years,  has 
crawled  out  of  rum  bankruptcy  and  stands  now  more  than  $3,000,000 
to  the  good. 

LIKE  TOPSY,  IT   GROWED 

The  rest  of  the  story  of  Oklahoma  City  is  a  narrative  of 
figures,  the  record  of  its  gro\vth,  the  record  of  its  development 
under  Prohibition  prosperity. 

"I  was  formerly,  like  a  lot  of  other  business  men,  dead  against 
Prohibition.  I  am  not  a  total  abstainer  yet  and  don't  mind  taking 
an  occasional  drink  when  I  can  get  it  without  creating  a  scandal," 
said  Mayor  Ed.  Overholser  to  me.  "But,  so  far  as  the  policy  of 
Prohibition  is  concerned,  I  now  go  the  limit  with  anyone.  The 
results  of  the  dry  program  in  Oklahoma  City  are  simply  wonderful. 
Every  argument  that  we  ever  made  or  that  ever  was  made  or  ever 
can  be  made  for  the  saloon  has  been  simply  knocked  into  a  scrap 
heap  by  the  cold  record  of  Oklahoma  City." 

Oklahoma  City  now  has  2,200  acres  of  parks.  It  has  a  boulevard 
drive  28  miles  long  encircling  the  city.  It  has  82  miles  of  inter- 
urban  and  68  miles  of  city  trolley  lines. 

It  has  130  miles  of  asphalt  paved  streets. 

It  is  building  a  $1,250,000  water  supply  resen-oir. 

It  has  $10,000,000  invested  in  the  packing  industry  in  plants 
alone. 

It  has  become  the  second  city  in  importance  as  a  mule  market 
in  the  United  States. 

It  has  a  $400,000  Ford  assembling  plant. 

It  has  125  wholesale  and  jobbing  firms  all  of  whom  say  that 
Prohibition  is  the  only  thing. 

The  State  Capitol  is  there,  costing  when  finished  nearly  two 
million  dollars. 
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The  state  fair  ground  is  there  and  has  a  steel  and  concrete 
grandstand  seating  7,000  people. 

Its  twelve  banks  have  deposits  of  nearly  fifty  millions  of  dollars. 

If  you  want  to  know  the  rest  of  it,  write  to  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  which  has  1,500  members  and  which  occupies  a  whole 
floor  in  a  large  office  building  and  which  has  a  bunch  of  clerks  just 
bursting  with  information  about  the  growth  of  Oklahoma  City 
under  ten  years  of  dry  prosperity. 

The  balance  of  this  story,  therefore,  is  mostly  figures. 

INCREASE  IN  PROPERTY  VALUATION 

I  am  presenting  the  thing  first  that,  on  the  surface,  makes  the 
worst  showing  for  the  city.  That  is  the  following  table  showing  the 
assessed  property  valuation  of  this  city  from  year  to  year  since 
1909.  The  abnormal  showing  for  the  years  191 1  and  1912  is  ex- 
plained by  the  fact  that  these  were  the  years  of  the  crazy  boom  in 
real  estate  that  swept  over  the  country.  In  that  year,  enthusiastic 
real  estate  men  platted  farm  lands  into  city  lots  for  seven  and  eight 
miles  out  in  every  direction.  These  were  assessed  as  "city  prop- 
erty." Later,  they  were  turned  into  farm  lands  again  where  they 
belonged  and  were  assessed  accordingly : 


Year  Assessed  Valuation 

1909 $35,461,035 

1910 44,227,122 

1911 95,173,338 

1912 90,656,684 


Year  Assessed  Valuation 

1913 $72,171,074 

1914 69,322,088 

1915 64,774,368 

1916 65,110,503 


GROWTH   IN   BUILDING  PERMITS 

The  substantial  growth  of  the  city  from  year  to  year  is  shown 
in  the  building  permits  issued  by  the  city.  These  do  not  show  the 
gradual  increase  except  taken  as  a  whole  for  the  reason  that  the 
building  of  great  office  buildings  in  any  one  year  boosts  abnormally 
the  permits  for  that  year.  The  following  are  the  building  permits 
issued  for  each  year  since  1905.  The  figures  for  1909  do  not  include 
a  $3,000,000  packing  plant  built  that  year : 


Year  Permits 

1906 $1,384,865 

1907 1,853,629 

1908 1,734,938 

1909 5,903,270 

1910 5,493,203 

1911 2,828,256 

*Up   to   March   1. 


Year  Permits 

1912 ; $    885,246 

1913 174,727 

1914 1,972.442 

1915 1,166,806 

1916 2,073,634 

1917 *1,279,485 


THE  GROWTH  OF  BANK  CLEARINGS 

Oklahoma  City  now  has  twelve  banks  with  combined  deposits 
of  nearly  $50,000,000. 

The  following  table  shows  the  bank  clearings  of  Oklahoma  City, 
year  by  year  from  the  first  full  year  of  statehood: 
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Year  Clearings 

1908 $  52,643,258 

1909 93,526,863 

1910 122,821,588 

1911 104,853,031 

1912 85,414,266 

*To  June  1. 


Year  Clearings 

1913 $  91,800,231 

1914 115,879,816 

1915 133,100,937 

1916 225,592,074 

1917 *128,684,325 


The  slump  in  the  figures  of  1912  and  1913  represents  again  the 
lugubrious  years  when  the  real  estate  men  tried  to  make  the  boun- 
daries of  Oklahoma  City  correspond  to  the  boundaries  of  the  state. 

BIG  GROWTH  IN  THE  POSTOFFICE 

Uncle  Sam  thought  that  he  was  going  it  pretty  strong  a  few 
years  ago  when  he  built  a  $500,000  postoffice  for  Oklahoma  City. 
But  hardly  had  it  been  finished  when  it  proved  to  be  too  small  to 
accommodate  the  rapidly  increasing  business.  Accordingly  an  addi- 
tion is  now  being  constructed  to  the  already  new  building,  which 
addition  will  cost  an  additional  $225,000.  The  following  table  shows 
the  postoffice  receipts,  j-ear  bj'  year : 


Year  Receipts 

1906 $122,671 

1907 166,851 

1908 184,702 

1909 227,028 

1910 309,111 

1911 378,700 

*To    April    30. 


Year  Receipts 

1912 $361,861 

1913 377,007 

1914 392,222 

1915 470,544 

1916 536,912 

1917 '539,702 


In  Other  words,  the  postoffice  receipts  for  the  first  four  months 
of  1917  amounted  to  four  and  one-half  times  the  receipts  for  the 
entire  last  year  of  the  old  saloon  regime. 

LESS   WHISKY;   MORE  WATER 

Another  way  to  record  the  development  and  prosperity  of  a 
city  is  to  note  the  number  of  families  and  concerns  that  have  water 
connections  with  the  city's  mains.  Here  is  a  table  showing  the  num- 
ber of  water  users  in  Oklahoma  City  and  the  water  revenue  to  the 
city  each  year  beginning  with  1912 : 


Year 


Water  Accounts 


1912  

1913  7,800 

1914  8,540 

1915  9,977 

1916  10,571 

1917  (To  Oct.   1) 11,350 

'Official  estimate  of  Water  Department. 


Revenue 
$120,000 
138,000 
144.000 
143,000 
180,000 
*235,000 


In  the  last  five  years  of  dry  prosperity,  it  appears  that  the  water 
revenues  of  the  city  have  practically  doubled  and  the  number  of 
water  accounts  has  increased  by  something  like  40  per  cent. 
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Slectric 

Total 

6,113 

13,238 

8,323 

17,974 

9,263 

19,929 

9,414 

20,166 

9,492 

20,395 

10,125 

21,923 

10,920 

23,622 

11,849 

24,372 

12,894 

26,950 

TEN  YEARS  OF  PROHIBITION  IN  OKLAHOMA 

MORE  CIVILIZATION;  MORE   LIGHT 

Another  way  of  getting  at  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  a  city 
is  to  note  the  number  of  light  consumers,  gas  and  electric,  for  a 
number  of  years.  People  who  spend  their  money  for  booze  use 
John  D.  Rockefeller's  coal  oil.  As  they  cut  out  the  drink,  they 
begin  connecting  with  gas  or  electricity.  Here  is  the  record  of  gas 
and  electric  light  consumers  of  Oklahoma  City  at  the  close  of  each 
year  since  1909: 

Year  Gas 

1909   7,123 

1910   9,651 

1911  10,666 

1912  10,752 

1913  10,903 

1914  11,798 

1915  12,720 

1916  13,523 

1917   '14,056 

*Sept.  30,   1917. 

Since  1909,  according  to  this  tabulation,  the  number  of  light 
users  in  Oklahoma  City  has  more  than  doubled.  The  "withering 
blight"  of  Prohibition  has  not  yet  snuffed  out  the  lights. 

CHURCHES  AND  SCHOOLS 

The  churches  and  schools  of  the  city  are  the  pride  of  the  peo- 
ple. Something  like  $2,000,000  has  been  invested  in  churches,  nearly 
all  of  the  better  ones  having  been  erected  under  the  Prohibition 
regime. 

The  city  has  24  graded  schools  and  a  half  million  dollar  high 
school,  the  latter  and  most  of  the  former  having  been  erected  since 
Prohibition  came  into  being.  More  than  10,000  have  been  added  to 
the  school  attendance.  The  following  is  the  record  year  by  year, 
since  1907 : 

Year  Attendance  Year  Attendance 

1907 6,257  1913 13,145 

1908 6,914  1914 12,845 

1909 8,439  1915 12,660 

1910 No  record  1916 15,362 

1911 13,927  1917.. 16,667 

1912 13,683 

Oklahoma  City  has  not  suffered  in  any  way  from  saving  the 
saloon  waste.  The  people  of  the  city  have  nothing  now  that  they 
have  to  apologize  for  and  there  are  plenty  of  things  to  show  to 
their  friends  with  satisfaction  and  pride. 

Thanks  to  Prohibition  prosperity,  Oklahoma  City  is  now  on 
the  map  where  she  belongs. 

OPINION   OF  MAYOR  ED.   OVERHOLSER 

When  Prohibition  was  adopted,  Ed.  Overholser,  now  Mayor  of 
Oklahoma  City,  was  a  vigorous  opponent  of  that  policy.  The  results 
of  the  dry  policy  in  his  city  changed  his  opinion  and  there  is  now 
no  stouter  defender  of  the  dry-  program  and  no  more  vigorous  en- 
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forcer  of  the  law  anywhere.    Responding  to  letter  of  inquiry,  fol- 
lowing a  personal  interview,  he  wrote,  under  date  of  October  19, 
1917: 
"William  E.  Johnson,  Oklahoma  City : 

"Dear  Sir:  Answering  your  letter  of  the  19th:  You  ask,  'Do  you  believe 
that  the  state-wide  Prohibition  policy  in  Oklahoma  produces  the  best  all  'round 
results?'  and  'What  effect  has  law  enforcement  had  on  Oklahoma  City  finan- 
cially?' 

"I  will  answer  the  first  with  an  editorial  from  the  Oklahoma  City  Times, 
October  10th: 

"  'THE   PASSING   OF  THE   GRAND   JURY 

"  'When  the  county  attorney's  office  declared  there  were  no  indications  a 
grand  jury  would  be  called  in  this  county  this  winter,  that  statement  reflected 
local  conditions  and  points  to  a  situation  that  is  gratifying. 

"  'We  don't  need  a  grand  jury  in  this  county  since  nearly  every  one  is 
behaving  and  crime  is  just  about  banished.  It  is  true  that  a  few  minor  cases 
are  reported  to  the  police,  but  they  are  insignificant  and  the  police  reporter  on 
a  daily  newspaper  has  a  hard  time  in  holding  his  job.  Each  day  the  city  editor 
clamors  for  stirring  news  from  the  police  reporter,  but  that  individual  brings 
in  a  daily  report  of  nothing  doing. 

"  'When  no  g^rand  jury  meets  and  when  police  reporters  are  perplexed  to 
fill  their  columns,  ideal  conditions  prevail.' 

"I  could  quote  figures  for  an  hour  and  produce  nothing  more  convincing. 

"In  answering  your  second  question,  vice  and  virtue  cannot  be  reduced 
to  dollars  and  cents.  Unrestrained  vice  for  profit  has  never  been  a  financial 
asset  to  any  community,  nor  has  virtue  been  a  financial  liability. 

"However,  if  you  wish  to  reduce  vice  to  terms  of  crime,  poverty,  rnisery 
and  degradation,  and  virtue  to  honor,  competency,  happiness  and  the  highest 
ideals,  the  account  will  show  a  profit  of  one  thousand  fold  in  favor  of  law  en- 
forcement and  common  decency. 

"In  reply  to  your  last  question,  'would  you  advise  a  change  to  a  license 
policy?'  will  say,  under  no  circumstances  would  I  advise  a  change  to  a 
license  policy.  ED.   OVERHOLSER,  Mayor." 

MANUFACTURERS'  AND  JOBBERS'  CLUB  VOTES  DRY 

On  December  ii,  iQi",  the  Manufacturers'  and  Jobbers'  Club 
declared  in  favor  of  a  saloonless  cit\-  by  a  vote  of  36  to  three  under 
circumstances   indicated   in   the   following  letter : 

"OKLAHOMA  CITY  JOBBERS'  AND  MAN"TjFACTURERS'  CLUB 

"Oklahoma  City,  Okla.,  Dec.  12,  1917. 
"Mr.  W.  E.  Johnson,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

"Dear  Sir:  You  communication  of  October  27th  to  Mr.  W.  V.  Hardie,  sec- 
retary of  the  Oklahoma  City  Jobbers'  and  Manufacturers'  Club,  was  duly  re- 
ceived. 

"Mr.  Hardie  delayed  replying  to  this  letter  in  order  that  it  might  be 
presented  formally  before  the  club.  This  was  done  at  our  regular  meeting  last 
night.  The  question  was  placed  before  the  club  by  the  following  motion : 
'That  this  club  wishes  to  go  on  record  as  being  in  favor  of  a  saloonless  town.' 
Out  of  an  attendance  of  thirty-six  there  were  only  three  dissenting  votes  to 
this  motion. 

"The  question  was  not  discussed  and  no  reasons  were  advanced,  but  I  be- 
lieve that  I  voice  the  sentiment  of  the  greater  majority  of  the  employers  of 
this  state  when  I  say  that  the  saloon  is  a  breeding  place  of  corrnupt  politics 
and  bad  morals ;  that  it  lowers  the  efficiency  of  employees ;  causes  destitution 
and  promotes  disturbances  in  every  community  in  which  it  exists. 

"JNO.  R.  BOARDMAN." 
COMMERCIAL   TRAVELERS   DRY,  TOO 
Under  date  of  December  22,  1917,  J.  B.  Jeffries,  state  secretar>- 
Travelers'    Protective    Assocition    of    Oklahoma,    Oklahoma    Cit\-. 
writes : 
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"Replying  to  the  question,  'Did  Oklahoma  make  a  mistake  in  adopting:  and 
continuing  the  policy  of  Prohibition  of  the  traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors?' 
Decidedly  NO.  I  can  find  no  argument  in  favor  of  the  liquor  traffic,  but  there 
is  everything  to  be  said  in  favor  of  Prohibition.  Should  I  ever  have  occasion 
to  remove  from  Oklahoma.  I  should  not  consider  for  one  moment  a  proposition 
to  locate  in  a  wide-open  city.  There  has  been  a  great  change  in  the  morale  of 
the  traveling  salesmen,  in  the  past  few  years.  Formerly  it  was  no  uncommon 
thing  to  see  a  salesrnan  with  a  bottle  in  his  'grip,'  today,  the  saleseman  that 
does  that  is  a  nonentity.  I  believe  that  ninety  per  cent  of  our  fraternity  would 
again  vote  for  Prohibition,  and  bone-dry  at  that,  if  called  on  to  vote  on  the 
question." 

OTHER  TESTIMONIALS 

Under  date  of  Oct.  30,  1917,  Harold  F.  Bradburn,  former  sec- 
retary of  the  Oklahoma  City  Real  Estate  Board,  wrote: 

"It  is  my  opinion  that  the  success  of  Oklahoma  is  largely  due  to  its  having 
adopted  and  continued  the  policy  of  Prohibition  of  the  traffic  in  intoxicating 
liquors. 

"It  has  been  wisely  said  that  the  people  of  the  earth  are  not  fundamentally 
bad  and  are  bad  because  they  are  not  fully  educated.  The  use  or  non-use  of 
alcoholic  beverages  is  a  matter  of  education.  Those  who  have  made  a  study  of 
the  subject  know  and  agree  that  it  is  injurious  in  any  form.'' 

Under  date  of  Oct.  30,  1917,  Orin  Ashton,  president  of  the 
Oklahoma  City  Scottish  Rite  Club,  responding  to  the  query,  "Did 
Oklahoma  make  a  mistake  in  adopting  and  continuing  the  policy 
of  Prohibition  of  the  traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors,"  wrote: 

"I  would  answer  NO  ;  they  made  no  mistake. 

"My  experience,  too,  goes  further  into  the  matter  than  does  that  of  the 
average  man.  I  have  had  charge  of  the  Police  Department  of  the  State  Fair 
Grounds  for  a  number  of  years ;  both  under  the  saloon  days  and  the  early  Pro- 
hibition days  and  of  the  real  or  later  Prohibition  days.  There  is  no  comparison 
in  the  matter  of  handling  the  crowds  now  and  then. 

"Prohibition  has  made  a  crowd  safe  for  the  men,  women  and  children. 

"I  would  make  a  statement  which  ought  to  make  the  above  even  more 
forceful:    I  have  never  voted  a  Prohibition  ticket." 

Responding  to  the  same  question,  under  date  of  Nov.  I,  1917, 
Mrs.  R.  C.  Phelps,  president  of  the  Oklahoma  City  Federation  of 
Woman's    Clubs,    wrote : 

"By  all  means,  No !  But  the  reasons  for  my  conclusion  are  so  many  I 
hardly  know  which  ones  to  state.  But,  one,  it  makes  a  better  state  in  which 
to  rear  children,  to  keep  young  manhood  and  womanhood  away  from  tempta- 
tion. Second,  and  probably  one  of  the  best,  it  saves  the  man  who  has  not  the 
will  power  to  save  himself,  and  makes  him  a  desirable  citizen  and  home  builder 
instead  of  home  destroyer.  It  greatly  reduces  the  inmates  in  insane  asylums, 
jails  and  penitentiaries." 

And  responsive  to  the  same  question,  the  following  came  from 
J.  T.  Brown,  general  inspector,  Department  of  Public  Works, 
Oklahoma  City,  dated  Oct.  31,  1917: 

"My  Dear  Mr.  Johnson:  Your  letter  of  the  27th  inst.  askqing  my  views 
as  to  the  wisdom  of  the  adoption  and  continuation  of  the  'Prohibition  policy' 
by  the  state  of  Oklahoma,  will  say  that  no  greater  boon  can  come  to  a  state 
than  the  adoption  of  a  policy  of  this  kind  and  its  strict  enforcement.  The 
proper  handling  of  that  policy  in  this  state  has  been  one  of  the  most  potent 
factors  in  raising  the  citizenship  of  our  state  to  its  present  high  standard  of 
morality  and  Christianity,  and  my  opinion  is  that  we  can  do  no  better  than  to 
continue   this   policy. 

"With  best  wishes  to  you,  I  am.  Your  warm  friend, 

"J.  T.  BROWN." 
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THE  STORY  OF  MUSKOGEE: 
A  DRY  CITY 

In  1870,  the  Creek  or  Muskogee  Indians  established  a  settle- 
ment as  their  chief  town  where  a  prosperous  dry  city  now  is. 
Muskogee  is  a  corruption  of  the  Algonquin  word  "maskoki,"  which 
means  "creeks,"  because  these  people  came  from  a  part  of  Alabama 
and  Georgia  where  there  were  plenty  of  "creeks"  and  plenty  of 
water.  Coming  from  a  water  country,  these  Indians  established  a 
water  settlement  from  start  to  finish.  Their  "House  of  Kings"  and 
their  "House  of  Warriors"  saw  to  it  from  the  start  that  it  should 
be  a  Prohibition  settlement  and  enacted  their  dry  ideas  into  law. 

Along  came  the  white  men,  many  of  whom  sought  to  break 
down  the  dry  laws  of  the  Creeks  and  said  that  the  town  must  have 
a  "charter,"  so  it  was  eventually  chartered,  in  1898,  under  a  law 
that  Congress  had  enacted  providing  for  the  chartering  of  munici- 
palities in  the  Indian  Territory.  Congress  also  backed  up  the  dry 
ambitions  of  the  redskins  by  forbidding  the  introduction  of  wet 
goods  into  this  water  country — the  Creek  country.  So  from  the  be- 
ginning, Muskogee  has  struggled  along  as  best  she  could  under  the 
"handicap"  of  Prohibition. 

In  the  earlier  days  of  the  "city,"  the  white  man  sometimes 
elected  people  to  local  offices  who  should  have  been  elected  to  the 
gallows  instead  and  the  dry  law,  at  such  times,  was  not  very  dry. 
The  Indians  began  taking  to  the  brush,  much  troubled  at  the  white 
man's  civilization,  and  Muskogee  became  a  white  man's  town. 

Never  in  her  history  has  Muskogee  had  a  saloon.  It  has  never 
had  any  saloon  revenue.  It  has  prospered  in  proportion  as  it  has 
enforced  the  law  and,  for  most  of  the  time,  it  has  done  pretty  well. 
In  recent  years,  especially  in  the  last  ten  years  the  enforcement  has 
been  of  a  high  order  and  its  prosperity  has  increased  accordingly. 
It  is  now  a  settled  proposition  the  full  enforcement  is  a  settled  policy 
in  the  city  and,  on  that  basis,  a  metropolitan  city  has  been  con- 
structed. 

MUSKOGEE,  THE   MODERN   CITY 

There  has  now  come  into  being  a  metropolitan  dry  city,  erected 
under  an  orgy  of  "Prohibition  depression,"  containing  nearly  50,000 
decent  people.  It  is  crowded  with  skyscrapers,  banks,  great  churches, 
schools,  and  with  all  the  appurtenances  of  civilization.  It  has  the 
finest  system  of  parks  in  the  state,  valued  at  $3  ^8,200.  Its  Y.  M.  C. 
A.  cost  $100,000.  It  has  $500,000  invested  in  churches.  The  city  owns 
a  lease  on  1,400  acres  of  gas  land  and  supplies  5,000,000  feet  of  gas 
to  industries  at  six  cents  per  thousand.  It  has  18  splendid  schools 
and  a  high  school  alone  that  cost  over  $400,000,  the  total  school  in- 
vestment reaching  about  $1,250,000.  The  combined  resources  of  its 
six  banks  total  more  than  $70,000,000.  And  not  a  dollar  of  liquor 
license  money  ever  got  sneaked  into  the  city  or  county  treasur\'. 
The  story  of  the  growth  of  Muskogee,  told  in  population  figures, 
reads  this  way : 
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Year  Population  Authority 

1900  4,254  Federal  census 

1905  13,706  Special  census 

1907  , 14,418  Special  census 

1910  25,278  Federal  census 

1911  29,326  Census  estimate 

1912  32,183 

1913  35.355 

1914  38,309 

1915 41,218 

1916  44,218 

This  dry  city  of  upwards  of  50,000  population  covers  eight  and 
one-half  square  miles.  It  has  58.7  miles  of  paved  streets  104.7  miles 
of  concrete  walks,  80  miles  of  water  mains.  It  boasts  of  79  miles 
of  sanitary  and  33  miles  of  storm  water  sewers.  Its  municipal  water 
works  cost  $1,060,644,  and  yields  3,500,000  gallons  of  water  daily. 
Its  taxable  real  property,  last  year,  amounted  to  $24,237,426,  besides 
personal  property  valued  at  $6,561,455.   Its  public  utilities  are  valued 

at  $2,526,857. 

GROWTH   OF  THE  BANKS 

On  May  i,  191 7,  the  six  banks  of  the  city  had  a  combined 
capital  of  $825,000,  a  combined  surplus  and  profits  of  $385,718,  com- 
bined loans  and  discounts  of  $8,072,560,  combined  cash  on  hand  of 
$3,190,248,  and  combined  resources  of  $26,593,996.  The  following 
statement  shows  the  bank  clearings  for  the  years  since  1910,  com- 
plete statistics  not  being  available  prior  to  that  time : 

Year  Bank  Clearings  Year  Bank  Clearings 

1910 $33,940,545  1914 $45,727,365 

1911 39,489,918  1915 44,938,537 

1912 41,455,877  1916 70,532,534 

1913 45,833,443  1917* 75,964,401 

*First   10   months. 

Bank  clearings  have  thus  grown  about  140  per  cent  since  1910. 
GROWTH  IN   PROPERTY  VALUES 

The  following  table  shows  the  growth  of  property  values  and 
also  the  bonded  indebtedness  of  the  city  for  each  year  since  1902, 
four  years  after  the  city  was  incorporated : 

Year  Appraised  Valuation      Bonded  Debt 

1902    $1,758,135  $    275,000 

1903    4,053,711  275,000 

1904    7,046,147  375,000     * 

1905    8,426,197  475,000 

1906    11,915,567  475,000 

1907      475,000 

1908  1,025,000 

1909  16,703,517  1,159,000 

1910  19,050,081  1,209,000 

1911  26,213,116  1,859,000 

1912  32,201,566  1,859,000 

1913  30,678,786  2,061,061 

1914  .  28,241,013  2,061,061 

1915         27,074,169  2,061,061 

1916    24,251,766  2,436,061 

1917    24,625,039  2,551,654 
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The  shrinkage  on  the  valuation  of  the  city  following  1912  is 
the  result  of  reorganizing  the  assessments  following  the  boom,  in 
which  real  estate  men  sought  to  plat  all  out-doors  into  city  lots, 
which  lots  were  assessed  as  such  and  which  were  later  turned  back 
into  farm  property  and  the  valuation  readjusted  accordingly. 

Like  all  new  cities  and  like  most  of  the  old,  the  city's  bonded 
debt  has  increased  from  year  to  year  as  modern  improvements  and 
as  public  utilities  have  been  installed.  For  this  reason,  statistics  of 
the  bonded  debt  of  a  city  mean  nothing  unless  it  is  ascertained 
what  was  done  with  the  money. 

I  have  before  me  an  official  summary  of  the  consolidated  bal- 
ance sheet  of  the  city  of  Muskogee,  prepared  by  the  city  auditor,  at 
the  close  of  business,  September  30,  1917.  This  balance  sheet  shows 
the  total  assets  of  the  city  at  $7,741,610.31  and  liabilities,  including 
bonded  debts,  amounting  to  $4,996,881.54  or  a  total  balance  of 
assets  of  the  city  over  liabilities  amounting  to  $2,744,818.77.  In  other 
words,  without  a  dollar  of  license  money  received  at  any  time  in  her 
history,  Muskogee  has  accumulated  in  cash  and  real  property,  an 
excess  of  nearly  three  millions  of  dollars.  Bankrupt  Eastern  license 
cities  might  well  make  a  note  of  this  showing. 

GROWTH    OF    POSTOFFICE    RECEIPTS 

The  business  prosperity  of  dry  Muskogee  has  been  such  that 
the  government  has  constructed  a  splendid  new  Federal  building  at 
a  cost  of  about  $500,000.  That  this  expenditure  was  justified,  appears 
from  the  following  tables  showing  the  Muskogee  postoffice  receipts 
from  year  to  year  for  the  past  thirteen  years : 

Year  Receipts  Year  Receipts 

1905 $  39,447.79  1912 114.762.03 

1906 46,902.76  1913 111,380.05 

1907 66,618.55  1914 112,204.80 

1908 68,998.15  1915 115,528.51 

1909 83,212.81  1916 126,518.61 

1910 97,368.19  1917* 101,818.77 

1911 103,345.16 

•First   three  quarters,    only. 

The  postoffice  receipts  of  this  city  stricken  with  Prohibition, 
have  increased  by  more  than  300  per  cent  in  the  past  thirteen  years, 
which  is  not  bad.  The  people  have  been  buying  postage  stamps  in- 
stead of  firewater. 

GROWTH  OF  GAS  AND  WATER  ACCOUNTS 

The  growth  of  a  city  is  well  measured  by  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  gas  and  electric  light  consumers,  the  number  of  meter 
accounts.  Here  is  a  tabulation  showing  the  number  of  meter  ac- 
counts, gas  and  electric  light,  since  statehood : 
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Year  Gas  Electrip  Light 

(Jan.  1)  Consumers  Consumers 

1907    4448  1,090 

1908  2,128  1,437 

1909  2,927  1,668 

1910  3,770  2,075 

1911  4,490  2,716 

1912  5,231  3,295 

1913  5,349  3,317 

1914  5,385  •3,267 

1915  5,592  3,306 

1916  5,744  3,431 

1917  5,864  3,781 

1917  (Sept.)    5,741  4,092 

'Decrease  caused  by  putting  all  office  building  lighting  on  one  meter,  re- 
sulting in  the  removal  of  62  individual  meters. 

In  the  last  ten  years,  therefore,  the  number  of  electric  light 
consumers  in  Muskogee  has  increased  about  400  per  cent,  while  the 
number  of  gas  consumers  has  increased  by  more  than  12,000  per 
cent.  Gas  and  electric  light  managers  in  stricken  license  cities  in 
the  East  might  get  some  additional  light  by  looking  into  this  Mus- 
kogee record  a  little. 

AND  THE  CHILDREN  CROWD  THE  SCHOOLS 

Education  keeps  abreast  of  the  Prohibition  growth  of  the  city. 
Muskogee  invested  $1,250,000  in  public  schools  and  they  are  full  of 
children.  Here  is  the  record  of  school  enrollment  of  the  city  for 
the  last  nine  school  years : 

School  Year                 Enrollment  School  Year                 Enrollment 

1908-09 3,774  1913-14 5,708 

1909-10 4,394  1914-15 5,873 

1910-11 5,049  1915-16 6,128 

1911-12 5,691  1916-17 6,637 

1912-13 5,771 

Superintendent  Edwin  A.  Monroe  of  the  public  schools  states 
that  enrollment  for  the  current  year  (1917-18)  will  exceed  that  of 
last  year  by  about  400.  The  school  enrollment  of  the  city  has  in- 
creased, therefore,  more  than  100  per  cent  in  the  last  nine  years. 

THE    DIMINISHING   POLICE    FORCE 

While  the  population,  banks,  the  parks,  the  schools,  the  churches, 
the  industries,  the  business  interests,  are  growing  by  leaps  and 
bounds,  there  is  a  gradual  diminishing  in  the  police  business.  As 
the  Prohibition  policy  becomes  more  and  more  established,  with 
the  bone-dry  laws  in  effect  and  the  neighboring  states  drying  out, 
the  Muskogee  police  force  grows  gradually  smaller.  It  is  found  that 
a  lesser  and  lesser  number  of  policemen  are  required  to  maintain 
order.  The  following  is  the  number  police  officers  in  Muskogee,  of 
all  kinds,  during  the  past  six  years : 


Year 

Policemen 

Year 

Policemen 

1912 

40 

1915 

27 

1913 

38 

1916 

27 

1914 

33 

26 

1917 
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DID  OKLAHOMA  MAKE  A  MISTAKE  IN 
ADOPTING  PROHIBITION? 

In  November,  1917,  ten  years  after  the  adoption  of  the  state- 
wide dry  poHcy,  the  following  question  was  submitted  to  a  large 
number  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Oklahoma,  mostly  state  officials, 
"Did  Oklahoma  make  a  mistake  in  adopting  and  maintaining  the 
Prohibition  policy?"  The  questions  were  sent  out  indiscriminately 
and  without  previous  knowledge  of  the  attitude  of  the  persons 
addressed,  except  in  half  a  dozen  cases.  Of  the  65  replies  received, 
61  were  strongly  favorable  to  the  dry  program,  three  were  unfavor- 
able and  one  noncommittal.    The  following  are  the  replies : 

SENATOR  OWEN  LEADS  THE  CHORUS 

U.  S.  Senator  Robert  L.  Owen:  "Oklahoma  made  no  mistake 
in  adopting  and  continuing  the  policy  of  Prohibition.  On  the  con- 
trar}-,  she  never  did  a  wiser  thing." 

Hon.  Thomas  P.  Gore,  United  States  Senator:  "I  regard  Pro- 
hibition as  sound  in  principle  and  wise  in  policy.  I  do  not  have  the 
figures  before  me,  but  as  I  recall  the  estimated  annual  expenditures 
upon  intoxicating  liquors  in  the  United  States,  they  aggregate  much 
more  than  $2,000,000,000.  This  is  twice  as  much  as  the  total  yearly 
expenditures  of  our  government  prior  to  the  beginning  of  the  pres- 
ent war  and  the  militan,-  appropriations  which  preceded  it.  It  is 
one-third  more  than  the  total  valuation  of  all  property-,  both  real 
and  personal*  within  the  state  of  Oklahoma.  That  part  of  this  vast 
expenditure  which  is  devoted  to  beverage  purposes  is  sheer  waste. 
It  is  worse  than  waste.  It  is  not  only  financial  waste  but  it  is  physi- 
cal waste  and  moral  waste.  This  threefold  waste  is  not  limited 
merely  to  the  individual  consumer.  It  involves  both  his  family  and 
organized  society-  itself." 

Hon.  Scott  Ferris,  Member  of  Congress:  "In  my  opinion.  Pro- 
hibition has  benefited  the  state  to  a  marked  degree.  Of  course  it  is 
possible  to  point  out  isolated  cases  of  bootlegging  on  the  one  hand 
and  medicinal  inconvenience  on  the  other,  which,  for  the  moment, 
argue  against  Prohibition,  but  I  cannot  adopt  as  a  general  rule  of 
public  welfare  isolated  cases  of  law-breaking  or  isolated  cases  of 
inconvenience  as  the  adopted  doctrine.  The  American  people  are 
fast  adjusting  their  appetites,  tastes  and  inclinations,  so  that  Pro- 
hibition will  be  the  accepted  doctrine  even,-where,  and  for  me  and 
mine  I  am  glad  to  see  it  come.  I  can  recall  when  people  scoffed  at 
anybody  that  talked  Prohibition.  Now  those  who  oppose  it  speak 
in  whispered  tones.  It  is  as  it  should  be.  Prohibition  is  gaining,  not 
waning,  and  it  will  never  be  otherwise." 

Hon.  Dick  T.  Morgan,  Member  of  Congress.  Eighth  District, 
Enid:  "Oklahoma  made  no  mistake  in  adopting  the  policv  of  Pro- 
hibition and  has  made  no  mistake  in  continuing  it.  Prohibition  in 
our  constitution  will  be  more  far-reaching  in  its  benefits  than  any 
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other  provision  therein.  Through  it,  the  character  of  our  citizen- 
ship will  be  changed  and  all  our  institutions  will  be  modified.  And 
its  influence  will  be  greater  as  the  years  go  by.  Eternity,  alone,  will 
reveal  what  Prohibition  did  for  Oklahoma." 

John  H.  Cotteral,  Judge  U.  S.  District  Court,  Western  District 
of  Oklahoma:  "Our  state  made  no  mistake  in  adopting  and  con- 
tinuing the  policy  of  Prohibition.  It  is  a  splendid  thing,  in  principle, 
to  declare  against  a  traffic  that  spells  so  much  for  poverty,  want 
and  misery  among  the  masses  and  contributes  so  materially  to  vio- 
lations of  our  criminal  law.  And  furthermore,  it  seems  to  me  cer- 
tain to  a  demonstration  that  Prohibition  of  intoxicating  liquors  in 
this  state  is  bound  to  prove  a  complete  success." 

FORMER  GOVERNOR  HASKELL  DEFENDS 
DRY  POLICY 

Writing  from  New  York  City,  under  date  of  December  7,  1917, 
Charles  N.  Haskell,  first  Governor  of  the  state,  wrote : 

"My  Dear  Mr.  Johnson :  I  have  yours  of  recent  date,  asking  the  ques- 
tion:  'Did  Oklahoma  make  a  mistake  in  adopting  and  continuing  the  policy  of 
Prohibition   in    the    traffic    of   intoxicating   liquors?' 

"Upon  this  you  want  my  opinion.  My  answer  would  be  emphatically  no, 
but  many  of  the  Prohibition  element,  honest  in  their  purpose,  but  impatient  in 
their  policies,  expected  the  world  to  be  turned  upside  down  in  thirty  minutes, 
and  when  that  could  not  be  accomplished  they  divided  their  forces  and  weak- 
ened the  effort  for  good  when  united  and  determined  efforts  might  have  brought 
a  larger  measure  of  good  results  with  less  delay.  However,  the  world  was  not 
made  in  a  day,  nor  can  it  be  reformed  in  a  day. 

"Persistent,  tenacious  effort  will  increase  the  large  benefit  that  has  already 
resulted  to  the  people  of  Oklahoma  from  the  Prohibition  policy.  In  speaking  to 
you,  Mr.  Johnson,  I  know  I  am  talking  to  one  of  those  who  have  been  most  in- 
dustrious and  effective  in  promoting  the  good  policy,  and  to  such  men  as  your- 
self and  Laughbaum,  Oklahoma  will  in  time  owe  a  debt  of  everlasting  gratitude. 
In  the  begfinning  of  Prohibition  in  Oklahoma  you  will  realize  that  we  were  up 
against  a  determined  effort  to  evade  and  violate  the  law,  and,  unfortunately,  the 
Federal  courts,  in  many  instances  the  lower  courts,  differing  from  us  as  to  the 
scope  and  power  of  the  law,  rendered  the  opposition  to  Prohibition  great  assist- 
ance and  protection.  For  instance,  they  denied  us  the  right  to  seize  whisky  being 
shipped  into  Oklahoma  until  it  would  pass  out  of  the  hands  of  the  railroad 
transporting  the  sarne  and  reach  the  possession  of  the  consignee,  called  final 
destination.  Vf&  claimed  the  right  to  seize  the  whisky  as  soon  as  it  crossed 
the  state  line  into  our  state,  but  were  hindered  and  prohibited  from  doing  this 
by  the  courts.  You  will  remember  that  I  was  one  of  the  few  who  insisted  that 
this  construction  was  wrong  and  made  the  Federal  courts  a  first  aid  to  the 
bootlegger  instead  of  an  aid  to  law  enforcement.  It  took  two  or  three  years 
of  persistent  fighting  in  court  to  reverse  this  policy,  which  I  am  glad  was 
reversed  in  time,  although  too  late  for  my  administration  to  have  the  benefit 
of  it,  but  finally  these  courts  became  a  most  efficient  and  useful  aid  to  the 
enforcement  of  the  law  and  a  vigorous  enemy  of  the  bootlegger,  as  you  and  I 
and   Laughbaum  believed  from  the  beginning  would  be  the  ultimate   result. 

"No,  Mr.  Johnson,  no  law  is  a  mistake  which  works  for  the  cause  of  tem- 
perance in  Oklahoma,  or  any  place  else.  C.  N.  HASKELL." 

"A    MOST    WONDERFUL    SUCCESS" 

Hon.  J.  L.  I.yon,  Secretary  of  State:  "My  observation  of  the 
conditions  that  existed  prior  to  the  adoption  of  Prohibition  and 
since  that  date,  leads  me  to  believe,  and  I  will  never  believe  other- 
wise, that  this  policy  adopted  by  the  state  has  proven  a  most  won- 
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derful  succ^s  to  the  up-building  of  our  new  country,  and  comparing 
the  days  prior  to  the  adoption  of  Prohibition,  and  the  present  time, 
will  state  that  there  is  no  comparison  that  one  could  draw  giving 
any  reason  at  all  as  to  why  Prohibition  should  not  be  extended  to 
all  states. 

"NO,  WITH  EMPHASIS,"  SAYS  CHIEF  JUSTICE  SHARP 

Hon.  J.  F.  Sharp,  Chief  Justice  of  Oklahoma:  "In  answer  to 
your  inquiry,  'Did  Oklahoma  make  a  mistake  in  adopting  and  con- 
tinuing the  policy  of  Prohibition  of  the  traffic  in  intoxicating 
liquors,'  permit  me,  with  all  the  emphasis  at  my  command,  to  say 
'NO.'  The  reasons  that  prompt  me  to  reply  as  I  have,  are  multi- 
tudinous, hence  cannot  be  stated  'in  a  few  brief  sentences'  as  re- 
quested. Suffice  it  to  say  that,  as  government  should  have  for  its 
purpose  the  welfare,  convenience  and  advantage  of  its  citizens, 
and  the  advancement  of  their  material,  intellectual  and  moral  in- 
terests, so  should  the  state,  in  the  exercise  of  its  governmental  func- 
tions, lend  its  full  power  in  making  impossible  a  traffic  that  has 
produced  more  suffering  and  greater  misery  and  degradation  than 
the  combined  foes  of  mankiyid.  This  Oklahoma  has  done,  and  well 
may  we  rejoice  in  the  fact." 

ATTORNEY  GENERAL  FREELING  TELLS  WHY 

Hon.  S.  P.  Freeling,  Attorney  General  of  Oklahoma:  "In  an- 
swer to  your  question,  'Did  Oklahoma  make  a  mistake  in  adopting 
and  continuing  the  policy  of  Prohibition  of  the  traffic  in  intoxicat- 
ing liquors,'  my  reply  is  in  the  negative,  for  the  following  reasons : 

"First — Prohibition  has  greatly  reduced  crime,  and  consequently 
the  expense  of  courts. 

"Second — It  has  conserved  the  wages  of  the  workman,  and  in- 
creased and  protected  the  business  of  the  merchant. 

"Third — It  has  brought  light  and  joy  to  thousands  of  homes 
where  darkness  and  sorrow  reigned  before. 

"Oklahoma,  recalling  her  experience  with  whisky  would  cast 
a  larger  vote  for  Prohibition  today  than  ever  before." 

OPINION  OF  STATE  TREASURER 

Hon.  W.  L.  Alexander,  State  Treasurer  of  Oklahoma:  "My 
opinion  is  that  Oklahoma  did  not  make  a  mistake  in  prohibiting  the 
traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors.  I  was  in  the  present  bounds  of  Okla- 
homa at  the  opening  in  1889  before  it  was  organized  into  the  Terri- 
tory of  Oklahoma,  while  it  was  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Federal 
courts,  and  the  laws  of  Arkansas  applied  to  the  entire  territory.  It 
was  then  unlawful  to  introduce  whisky,  and  well  enough  it  was  at 
the  opening  period.  The  Federal  authorities  enforced  this  law  as 
well  as  they  could.  After  Oklahoma  Territory  was  organized  in 
1890  the  traffic  in  liquor  was  allowed.  Since  statehood  we  have  had 
Prohibition  and  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  watching  Oklahoma 
dry,  Oklahoma  wet,  and  now  Oklahoma  dry. 

"One  of  the  main  reasons  that  makes  me  reply  to  your  ques- 
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tion  in  the  negative  is  that  the  laboring  man,  the  poor^man  or  the 
man  in  moderate  circumstances,  spends  more  money  in'the  grocery 
store,  the  bakery  and  butcher  shop,  buys  better  clothes  for  his 
children,  and  spends  less  money  on  himself  for  intoxicants  under 
present  conditions.  Morally,  the  people  are  generally  better.  There 
is  less  violation  of  civil  and  criminal  laws." 

Hon.  E.  B.  Howard,  State  Auditor  of  Oklahoma:  "I  was  a 
resident  of  Oklahoma  before  Prohibition  was  adopted,  and  have 
been  a  resident  continuously  since,  and  it  is  my  view  that  the 
adoption  of  Prohibition  has  been  very  beneficial  to  the  state  of 
Oklahoma  in  every  way." 

Hon.  R.  H.  Wilson,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction: 
"In  my  judgment,  the  present  conditions  in  Oklahoma  with  refer- 
ence to  Prohibition  are  far  more  desirable  than  they  could  possibly 
be  with  open  saloons." 

GAULT'S    PLEA   FOR   STRICT   ENFORCEMENT 

Hon.  F.  M.  Gault,  President  State  Board  of  Agriculture :  "In 
regard  to  the  liquor  traffic  in  this  state,  I  believe  in  enforcing  the 
law.  While  I  think  this  law  is  somewhat  drastic,  I  do  not  believe 
in  law  violations  and  believe  that  this  law  should  be  rigidly  enforced. 

"I  never  want  to  see  open  saloons  in  any  state,  neither  do  I 
want  to  see  the  law  violated  with  reference  to  liquor.  I  believe  that 
the  bootlegger  is  the  worst  element  we  could  have." 

Hon.  R.  IV.  Samuel,  Secretary  Oklahoma  State  Insurance 
Board:  "In  my  opinion  Oklahoma  certainly  did  NOT  make  any 
mistake  in  adopting  and  continuing  the  policy  of  Prohibition  of  the 
traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors  for  the  following  reasons :  Prohibi- 
tion has  been  a  moral  uplift  to  all  phases  of  society  in  Oklahoma, 
a  safety  deposit  bank  for  the  laboring  man  and  his  family,  a  splen- 
did tonic  for  vice,  a  life  preserver  for  the  habitual  drunkard,  and 
a  great  commercial  asset  to  the  state." 

NOW  SHOES  WHERE  THERE  WAS  BOOZE 

Hon.  Campbell  Russell,  Commissioner  of  Corporation  for  Okla- 
homa: "This  is  no  longer  an  open  question.  The  'handwriting  on 
the  wall'  is  so  plain  and  clear  that  even  the  booze  peddler  is  a 
blind  fool  who  attempts  to  deceive  himself  by  misinterpretation. 

"Two  points  upon  which  Oklahoma  is  to  be  especially  con- 
gratulated is :  1 

"First — The  large  increase  in  the  percent  of  young  men  who 
wholly  abstain  from  all  indulgence  in  intoxicants. 

"Second — The  large  decrease  in  the  number  of  farmers  and 
laborers  who  go  home  Christmas  loaded  with  booze  instead  of 
shoes " 

ANOTHER  GOOD   REASON 

William  F.  Vahlberg,  State  Election  Board,  Oklahoma  City: 
"I  can  honestly  say  that  Oklahoma  made  no  mistake  when  it  adopted 
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Prohibition  of  the  liquor  traffic.  My  reasons  on  the  matter  are  too 
numerous  to  go  into  detail,  but  one  reason  which  I  consider  of 
most  preponderance  is  the  fact  that  many  men  and  women  are 
unable  to  control  their  appetite,  consequently  their  families  must 
otherwise  suflFer." 

IV.  F.  Barber.  Vice  President  State  Bankers'  Association.  Law- 
ton:  "I  do  not  think  that  Oklahoma  made  a  mistake  in  adopting 
and  continuing  the  policy  of  the  Prohibition  of  the  traffic  in  in- 
toxicating liquors:  that  is,  as  far  as  my  observation  has  gone.  The 
liquor  traffic  has  never  done  anybody  any  real  good  and  has  done 
a  good  many  people  much  harm." 

HOW   DRUNKENNESS   VANISHED 

Williatn  D.  Matthews,  State  Commissioner  of  Charities  and 
Correction,  Oklahoma  City:  "You  ask,  'Did  Oklahoma  make  a 
mistake  in  adopting  and  continuing  the  policy  of  Prohibition?'  I 
answer  this  'emphatically  NO.*  My  reasons  for  this  conclusion  are 
these:  I  have  been  a  resident  of  Oklahoma  seventeen  years  and 
most  of  this  time  I  have  had  to  travel  more  or  less  over  different 
parts  of  the  state.  Before  Prohibition  went  into  effect,  you  could 
see  drunken  men  in  the  lobbies  of  hotels  almost  at  any  hour  of 
day  or  night,  and  it  was  a  common  thing  for  passengers  in  the 
trains  of  this  state  to  be  annoyed  by  drunken  men.  Since  Prohibi- 
tion went  into  effect.  I  will  be  --afe  in  saying  that_  I  have  not  seen 
half  a  dozen  drunken  men  on  tic  railroad  trains  in  this  state,  and 
you  can  scarcely  ever  see  one  about  the  lobbies  of  hotels. 

"I  have  resided  in  Oklahoma  City  since  the  first  of  January, 
igiS,  and  I  can  say  truthfully.  I  have  not  seen  in  that  length  of 
time  more  than  five  men  on  the  streets  of  Oklahomi  City  whorn  T 
thought  to  be  under  the  influence  of  intoxicating  liquors.  Prohibi- 
tion DOES  prohibit  in  this  state." 

/.  H.  Evans.  Vice  President  Midcontinent  Oil  and  Gas  Asso- 
ciation, also  Vice  President  and  Manager  Devonian  Oil  Co.,  Tulsa: 
"The  citizens  of  Oklahoma  made  no  mistake  in  adopting  prohibitory 
laws.  Every  state  and  every  city  is  materially  benefited  without  the 
liquor  traffic.  Take  for  instance  our  own  cit}'.  Since  Prohibition 
has  been  fully  enforced,  you  will  see  that  crime  has  decreased  and 
the  people  are  better  off  financially  and  morally,  and  for  these  and 
many  other  good  reasons  is  why  I  stand  for  Prohibition." 

THE  APPROVAL   OF  MEDICAL  AUTHORITY 

Melvin  R.  Gray.  M.D.,  President  State  Board  of  Medical  Ex- 
aminers, Ditrant:  "Oklahoma,  in  my  opinion,  has  made  no  mistake 
in  adopting  and  continuing  the  policy  of  Prohibition  of  the  traffic 
in  intoxicating  liquors." 

W.  LeRoy  Bonnell,  M.D.,  Oklahoma  State  Board  of  Medical 
Examiners,  Chickasha:  "I  do  not  believe  that  Oklahoma  made  any 
mistake  when  they  adopted  the  policy  of  Prohibition  of  liquors.    J 
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have  seen  when  liquor,  wine  or  whisky  as  a  medicine,  just  to  tide 
a  sick  person  over  a  sick  period  was  beneficial,  but  generally  speak- 
ing, liquor  has  been  a  curse  to  our  nation  and  army." 

/.  /.  Williams,  M.  D.,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Medical  Ex- 
aminers, Weatherford:  "My  answer  is  NO,  a  thousand  times  no. 
I  had  the  honor  of  being  a  member  of  the  Oklahoma  Senate,  and  a 
colleague  of  Senator  Billups,  at  the  time  that  Senate  Bill  No.  6i, 
commonly  known  as  the  'Billups  Booze  Bill,'  became  a  law.  I  voted 
and  worked  for  the  adoption  of  this  law,  as  the  records  will  show, 
and  I  am  proud  of  my  efforts  for  the  bill. 

"I  am  a  Prohibitionist  because,  as  a  physician,  I  have  witnessed 
the  evil  effects  of  the  abuse  of  intoxicants ;  not  only  the  bad  moral 
and  physical  effects  on  the  individual  who  drinks,  but  also  upon 
the  neglected  wife  and  children. 

"Men  addicted  to  drink  before  we  had  Prohibition  spent  their 
money  in  debauchery,  neglected  their  grocery  bills  and  doctor  bills, 
and  other  legitimate  debts,  but  now  most  of  them  are  meeting  their 
obligations.  Prohibition  has  forced  them  to  become  better  and  more 
useful  citizens ;  better  and  kinder  husbands  and  fathers. 

"Yes ;  the  Oklahoma  constitutional  convention  did  right  when 
it  made  it  possible  for  this  state  to  have  Prohibition.  The  Legisla- 
ture did  right  when  it  passed  the  Prohibition  bill  and  the  so-called 
'bone-dry'  bill." 

O.  R.  Gregg,  M.  D.,  Treasurer  State  Board  of  Medical  Ex- 
aminers, Waynoka:  "I  am  not  able  to  conceive  of  our  state  making 
a  mistake  in  prohibiting  that  which  retards  its  education,  depletes 
its  finances,  debauches  its  manhood,  cheapens  its  womanhood  and 
demoralizes  its  homes.  Oklahoma  has  better  schools  and  churches, 
more  money  in  its  banks,  better  homes  and  better  men  and  women 
in  its  homes  because  of  its  lack  of  liquor." 

H.  C.  Montague,  Member  State  Board  of  Medical  Examiners. 
Muskogee:  "Oklahoma  did  not  make  a  mistake  in  adopting  and 
continuing  the  policy  of  Prohibition  of  the  traffic  in  intoxicating 
liquors.  Alcohol  is  an  outlaw,  it  has  no  place  in  medicine.  I  hope 
to  always  live  in  a  bone-dry  state  and  desire  in  the  near  future  tc 
see  the  same  conditions  prevail  in  the  United  States." 

Sam  W.  Stone,  Member  State  Board  of  Pharm-acy.  Durant: 
"Oklahoma  did  not  make  a  mistake  by  adopting  the  Prohibition 
article  in  the  constitution.  To  my  mind,  our  state  is  progressing 
along  all  lines  more  rapidly  than  many  other  states,  and  I  attribute 
it  largely  to  the  fact  that  we  have  Prohibition." 

Dr.  A.  B.  Potter,  Member  State  Board  of  Dental  Examiners. 
Oklahoma  City:    "Distinctly  NO." 

Dr.  C.  C.  Wallace,  President  State  Board  of  Dental  Examiners, 
Shawnee:  "Oklahoma  did  not  make  any  mistake  in  adopting  and 
continuing  the  policy  of  Prohibition  of  the  traffic  in  intoxicating 
liquors.  But  I  think  the  mistake  we  are  making  is  by  not  enforcing 
our  laws  more  stringently  in  that  line.  My  conclusions  are  based 
on  seventeen  years  residence  in  Oklahoma  in  same  town." 
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Dr.  H.  R.  Watkins,  Member  Oklahoma  State  Board  of  Dental 
Examiners,  Guthrie:  "I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  any  reform  that  has 
as  its  object  the  physical,  mental  and  moral  uplift  of  humanity,  and 
I  have  no  hesitancy  in  declaring  that  I  believe  that  the  Prohibition  of 
the  traffic  of  intoxicating  liquors  is  an  important  step  in  that  re- 
form." 

H.  S.  Shackelford,  Treasurer  Oklahoma  State  Board  of  Phar- 
macy, Wynnewood:  "In  my  judgment,  Oklahoma  made  no  mistake 
in  adopting  and  continuing  the  policy  of  Prohibition  of  the  traffic  in 
intoxicating  liquors,  and  the  state  has  benefited  by  it.  Admitting 
that  a  few  inveterates  continue  to  get  whisky,  it  remains  that  fewer 
men  are  acquiring  the  appetite,  because  drink  has  become  unpopular. 
One  seldom  sees  a  drunken  man  in  Oklahoma.  Prohibition  in  Okla- 
homa has  been  a  protection  to  the  young  men  and  boys  and  they  are 
growing  up  to  be  sober  men.  Many  women  and  children  are  having 
more  food  to  eat  and  clothes  to  wear  on  account  of  the  temptation 
being  removed  from  their  husbands  and  fathers.  There  is  no  ques- 
tion that  the  number  of  crimes  committed  have  been  lessened  by  it. 
Finally,  we  are  glad  to  be  among  the  leaders  in  this  world-wide 
movement,  for  we  believe  the  time  will  soon  come  when  King  Alco- 
hol, like  other  despots,  will  be  dethroned.  I  might  say  further  that 
it  has  been  of  untold  benefit  toward  elevating  the  profession  of 
pharmacist  in  Oklahoma.  You  rarely  find  one  who  uses  the  beverage 
and  they  are  practically  all  in  sympathy  with  laws  being  enforced. 
Prior  to  its  adoption,  such  was  not  the  case." 

Dr.  H.  Overby,  Secretary-Treasure,  Oklahoma  State  Board  of 
Dental  Examiners,  Ryan:  "In  answer  to  your  recent  inquiry,  'Did 
Oklahoma  make  a  mistake  in  adopting  and  continuing  the  policy  of 
Prohibition  of  the  traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors?'  will  say  that  in 
my  opinion,  it  was  the  only  thing  to  do.  Since  its  adoption  in  this 
county,  I  am  confident  that  the  sale  by  bootleggers  of  whisky  has 
been  decreased  at  the  very  lowest  estimate  75  per  cent." 

A.  E.  Monroney,  President  Oklahoma  City  Retailers'  Associa- 
tion: "'Did  Oklahoma  make  a  mistake  in  adopting  and  continuing 
Prohibition?'  In  my  opinion,  Oklahoma  did  not.  On  the  contrary, 
by  this  action,  we  made  a  bid  for  entirely  different  citizens  from 
other  communities,  many  of  whom  had  long  been  attracted  toward 
the  possibilities  of  our  state,  and  were  anxious  to  locate  within  our 
borders  to  establish  homes  and  raise  their  families  here.  By  this 
action,  we  confirmed  their  judgment,  and  a  constant  stream  of  de- 
sirable immigration  is  flowing  to  us  from  other  states. 

"The  rapid  development  of  our  splendid  public  school  system, 
both  state  and  public  instittuions ;  the  building  and  supporting  of 
many  churches,  of  all  denominations,  gives  a  higher  grade  of  citi- 
zenship than  in  the  old  days.  Besides  this,  the  development  of  busi- 
ness interests  proves  that  it  was  the  best  thing  to  do,  and  the  re- 
sult is  a  sober,  industrious,  home-loving  community,  enjoying  the 
fruits  of  its  prosperity — the  best  evidence  of  all  that  it  was  the 
wisest  thing  to  do." 
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Jasper  Sipes,  President  Oklahoma  State  Historical  Society,  of 
Oklahoma  City:  "I  will  say,  in  my  opinion,  Prohibition  has  made  a 
great  improvement  in  our  city,  as  it  has  given  us  a  much  better, 
cleaner  town  than  we  had  before  Prohibition  came  into  force." 

Thomas  D.  Bard,  Member  Board  of  Pension  Commissioners  of 
Oklahoma,  Bushy  head:  "In  reply  to  your  favor  of  the  17th  inst., 
would  say  most  emphatically  NO.  It  promotes  a  better  citizenship 
with  higher  aspirations  and  is  a  great  aid  to  our  educational  system." 

Mrs.  Ben.  F.  Davis,  Recording  Secretary,  Oklahoma  Art  League, 
Oklahoma  City:  "I  feel  that  it  did  not.  What  changes  for  the  better 
have  taken  place !  Changes  in  men  and  women,  in  business,  in  life 
and  outlook,  in  thought  and  feeling  and  action.  And  there  is  not  a 
corner  in  the  whole  world  into  which  Prohibition  shall  penetrate 
but  that  will  feel  an  influence  for  greatest  good." 

MISTAKE?    MOST  CERTAINLY  NOT 

D.  A.  McDougal,  Chairman  Oklahoma  State  Uniform  Laws 
Commission,  Sapulpa:  "It  most  certainly  did  not  make  a  mistake  in 
this  matter.  The  law  has  been  a  great  boon  to  the  entire  state.  For 
several  years,  the  law  has  not  been  enforced  in  a  few  towns  of  the 
state,  but  the  enforcement  has  gradually  grown  better  and  the  law 
has  become  more  popular  as  it  has  been  better  enforced." 

D.  B.  Madden,  Member  State  Bar  Commission,  Walters:  "The 
adoption  of  Prohiljition  was  no  mistake.  It  has  improved  business 
and  political  conditions  in  the  state,  and,  aside  from  any  questibn  of 
morals,  conduced  to  the  betterment  of  all  reputable  classes." 

H.  C.  Poterf,  Member  State  Bar  Commission,  Ardmore:  "I  do 
not  consider  it  an  open  question  or  one  to  be  seriously  considered. 
I  have  lived  on  the  Indian  Territory  side  of  Oklahoma  since  1890 
and  have  been  identified  with  this  portion  of  the  state  ever  since 
and  would  regard  it  a  great  calamity  if  the  policy  of  Prohibition  of 
the  traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors  should  ever  be  reversed.  What  we 
need  is  a  more  rigid  enforcement  of  the  law  as  it  exists." 

F.  M.  Cowgill,  Member  State  Bar  Association  Alva:  "No. 
Oklahoma  made  no  mistake  in  adopting  and  continuing  Prohibition. 
Drinkers  have  more  money  to  spend  on  their  families,  have  better 
health  and  are  better  satisfied  with  a  dry  community  to  live  in,  and 
no  children  are  begotten  of  drunkards  to  be  born  with  a  disposition 
to  drink." 

E.  F.  Lester,  Member  State  Bar  Commission,  Wilburton:  "Did 
Oklahoma  make  a  mistake  in  adopting  and  continuing  the  policy 
of  prohibiting  the  traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors?  Surely,  NO.  We 
are  raising  a  generation  of  young  men  in  Oklahoma  to  whom  the 
saloon  is  an  entire  stranger.  They  would  refuse  to  buy  of  a  boot- 
legger, they  are  too  proud  to  visit  a  doggerel  or  a  den,  but  the 
legalized  saloon  would  be  a  standing  invitation  to  them. 

"My  county  gave  one  of  the  largest  majorities  against  Prohi- 
bition, but  we  have  abandoned  the  city  jail,  and  if  you  should  visit 
headquarters  on  election  night  where  hundreds  of  men  congregate 
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to  hear  the  returns,  you  would  not  find  a  single  person  drunk  or 
intoxicated.  This  has  been  our  experience  since  statehood.  If  we 
had  ten  saloons,  then  what?  I  will  leave  it  to  the  antis  to  guess  the 
number  of  drunks.  A  full-blood  Indian  was  in  my  office  when  some 
one  said,  'They  sell  more  liquor  where  they  have  no  saloon,'  to  which 
the  Indian  replied,  'jNTaybe  so  they  sell  more  groceries  where  they 
have  no  grocery  store.' " 

Ed.  Boyle,  Chief  State  Mine  Inspector,  Oklahoma  City:  "Okla- 
homa made  no  mistake  in  adopting  and  continuing  the  policy  of 
prohibiting  the  traflic  in  intoxicating  liquors.  And  I,  for  one,  will 
always  oppose  a  change  in  the  present  Prohibition  laws  and  hope 
to  see  the  day  when  nation-wide  Prohibition  will  be  a  reality,  and 
a  Christian  civilization  built  upon  its  ruins." 

MAKE   THE    PENALTY    LIKE    COUNTERFEITING 

B.  A.  Hudson,  Treasurer,  State  Bankers'  Association,  Temple: 
"I  think  Oklahoma  made  no  mistake  in  her  Prohibition  laws,  unless 
it  is  the  penalty.  I  think  it  should  carry  the  same  penalty  as  counter- 
feiting does.    It's  the  penalty  which  backs  up  any  law." 

Charles  G.  Pitney,  State  Superintendent  Oklahoma  Childrens' 
Home  Society,  Oklahoma  City:  "When  the  early  history  of  Okla- 
homa state  is  written,  the  one  act  standing  above  all  other  corn- 
mendable  ones  will  be  the  one  that  prohibited  the  liquor  traffic  in 
the  new  state." 

H.  M.  Sinclair,  Secretary-Treasurer  Socialist  State  Head- 
quarters, Oklahoma  City:  "No:  Oklahoma  did  not  make  a  mistake 
when  it  put  Prohibition  over.  For  the  good  of  the  individual  and 
humanity,  that  is  sufficient." 

A.  C.  Young.  President  of  the  Oklahoma  Greeters,  Oklahoma 
City:  "In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  27th  will  state  that  Oklahoma 
was  doing  very  nicely  without  the  open  saloon  .  .  .  has  always 
been  a  flourishing  state  and  being  a  dry  state  did  not  hurt  business 
here  in  the  least.  While  I  am  not  a  Prohibitionist  I  am  in  favor  of 
the  closed  saloon,  but  most  certainly  opposed  to  the  bone-dry  law. 
...  .  I  do  not  approve  of  this  saloon  drinking  but  do  resent  not  be- 
ing allowed  to  have  liquor  in  my  home  either  for  medicinal  use  or 
for  any  other  purpose  I  would  care  to  use  it  for.  Unless  this  bone- 
dry  law  is  made  void,  Oklahoma  will  soon  be  voted  wet  the  same 
as  Iowa." 

ANOTHER  SAUL  WHO  SAW  LIGHT 

T.  D.  Turner,  President  State  Board  of  Pension  Commissioners. 
Oklahoma  City:  "I  did  not,  and  the  reason  assigned  for  it  is,  that 
I  was  an  anti-Prohibitionist  before  the  constitution  was  adopted,  as 
I  thought  it  would  be  a  detriment  to  the  commerce  of  the  state, 
but  since  it  was  adopted  I  have  changed  my  mind  altogether,  and 
I  am  stronglv  in  favor  of  Prohibition  as  I  was  at  one  time  in  favor 
of  anti-Prohibition. 

"I  have  found  that  it  improved  our  citizenship  more  than  100 
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per  cent.  It  has  virtually  done  away  with  the  so-called  non-working 
class ;  it  has  been  the  means  of  making  those  who  stayed  around 
saloons  go  to  work  and  support  their  families  and  they  are  now 
making  good  citizens  and  their  families  are  seen  at  places  of  amuse- 
ment, well  dressed,  with  smiles  on  the  faces  of  every  member  of  the 
family,  mother  included.  Churches  are  filled  with  these  people  on 
Sunday  and  Sunday  night. 

"Commercially  speaking,  it  has  made  the  non-debt  paying  class 
debt  payers  and  it  has  improved  the  commerce  of  the  country,  not 
100  per  cent,  but  I  will  place  it  at  a  thousand  times  above  this. 

"Before  Prohibition  was  adopted  murder  was  a  daily  occur- 
rence. Since  it  is  adopted  it  is  a  rare  thing  that  a  murder  is  com- 
mitted in  our  community. 

"For  the  benefit  of  those  who  are  discussing  this  question  in 
other  states,  I  would  say.  that  by  adopting  Prohibition  it  will  im- 
prove the  commercial  business  as  well  as  the  morals  of  the  country. 
There  is  no  argument  in  favor  of  liquors  and  every  argument  in 
favor  of  Prohibition  from  every  point  of  the  compass,  all  of  which 
makes  it  safer  and  better  for  a  man  to  live  and  rear  a  family  in  a 
state  where  no  liquor  is  sold." 

/.  W.  Montfort,  Member  State  Board  of  Pharmacy,  Alva:  "Did 
Oklahoma  make  a  mistake  or  not  in  adopting  Prohibition  and  con- 
tinuing it?    No. 

"I  am  in  the  drug  business  and  left  Kansas  where  they  had 
Prohibition  to  come  to  Oklahoma  where  they  did  not  have  it. 
My  reasons  for  changing  location  of  business  were  largely  on  ac- 
count of  Prohibition.  I  wanted  to  get  into  a  state  where  they  did 
not  have  Prohibition  in  order  that  I  would  have  an  equal  chance 
against  any  competitors  who  were  selling  liquor  under  a  permit, 
when  I  did  not  do  so.  I  voted  against  Prohibition  in  Oklahoma  the 
first  time,  but  after  it  was  adopted  and  saloons  were  put  out  of 
business  and  the  drug  stores  were  not  licensed,  I  was  mightily 
pleased  with  the  results  and  would  not  consider  voting  against  Pro- 
hibition again  under  any  circumstances.  The  people  and  the  towns 
are  much  better  off  under  Prohibition  and  I  would  not  want  to  go 
back  to  the  old  conditions." 

D.  M.  Witt,  Vice  President,  Oklahoma  City  Retailers'  Asso- 
ciation, Oklahoma  City:  "I  am  not  sufficiently  posted  on  the  whisky 
business  to  write  for  or  against  it.  However,  I  could  not  write 
FOR  it." 

T.  W.  McLattghlin,  Secretary-Treasurer,  State  Mining  Board 
of  Oklahoma,  McAlester:  "^No,  in  my  opinion,  Oklahoma  made  no 
mistake  in  continuing  the  policy  of  Prohibition.  It  protects  the 
weak,  points  the  way  to  a  better  life,  makes  towards  prosperity  and 
gives  us  a  better  country  in  which  to  live." 

REASONS  TOO  NUMEROUS  TO  MENTION 

F.  E.  Harkness,  State  Secretary,  Oklahoma  Automobile  Asso- 
ciation, Oklahoma  City:    "As  there  are  so  many  reasons  to  advance 
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to  prove  that  Oklahoma  made  no  mistake  in  this  matter,  I  shall  not 
attempt  to  advance  any  as,  both  from  a  moral  and  commercial 
viewpoint,  our  state  is  so  much  better  off.  Every  time  I  visit  a 
saloon-cursed  cit>"  I  am  more  thankful  than  ever  that  our  state  has 
rid  itself  of  the  sodden,  brutish  saloon  elements." 

/.  H.  Johnston,  Secretary-Treasurer.  Oklahoma  Cotton  Seed 
Crushers  Association.  Oklahoma  City:  "Prohibition  has  been  one 
of  the  greatest  possible  boons  and  blessings  to  this  state.  I  well 
remember  with  what  fearful  misgivings  some  of  our  downtown 
realty  owners  anticipated  the  coming  of  Prohibition,  believing  that 
it  would  ruin  the  rental  values  of  their  property.  Instead  of  which, 
inside  of  six  months  after  all  the  saloons  were  closed,  every  good 
corner  in  town  formerly  occupied  by  a  saloon,  was  rented  to  a 
reputable  business  man  at  a  higher  rent  than  was  ever  paid  by  the 
saloon.  In  my  judgment,  the  state  of  Oklahoma  as  a  whole,  has 
been  immeasurably  benefited  by  Prohibition.  Litigation  has  largely 
been  decreased.  It  is  not  necessary  to  retain  on  the  payroll  as  many 
peace  officers  as  formerly,  in  comparison  with  the  total  population. 
Store  bills  are  more  promptly  paid.  There  is  less  actual  want  among 
the  former  poor,  and  all  these  conditions  but  reflect  a  more  happy 
and  fortunate  situation  in  the  family  circles  of  those  who  were  for- 
merly slaves  to  the  liquor  traffic." 

/.  A''.  Shepler,  Member  State  Board  of  Education,  Lawton:  "l 
do  not  think  Oklahoma  made  any  mistake  in  adopting  the  Prohibi- 
tion policy  and  continuing  the  same.  The  reasons  are  so  many  that 
it  would  require  too  much  space  to  enumerate  them." 

/.  M.  Owen,  Vice  President  Oklahoma  City  Real  Estate  Board: 
"I  was  one  of  those  business  men  who  was  for  local  option  and 
voted  against  state-wide  Prohibition.  Now,  like  most  of  that  class. 
I  am  strong  for  not  only  state-wide,  but  for  national  Prohibition." 

OPTOMETRISTS  SEE  STRAIGHT 

Roy.  C.  Everts.  State  Examiner  in  Optometry,  Weatherford: 
"My  observations  of  the  effects  of  Prohibition  in  Oklahoma  is  that 
it,  to  a  great  extent,  protects  the  families  of  the  day  laborer  and 
the  poor  man  who  really  'can't  afford  to  drink,'  to  put  it  com- 
merciallv.   Therefore,  I  am  for  it." 

E.  £.  Russell,  State  Examiner  in  Optometry,  Altus:  "I  have 
always  voted  for  Prohibition  and  will  continue  to  do  so  in  pref- 
erence to  having  saloons  of  any  kind,  but  it  is  my  opinion  that  the 
bone-dr\'  law  is  a  little  too  far  to  the  extreme  and  fear  that  it  may 
cause  a  reaction  in  a  way  that  would  cause  the  state  to  go  wet. 
should  it  come  to  a  vote,  as  a  large  per  cent  of  the  voters  who  have 
always  voted  against  saloons  are  moderate  users  of  liquor  in  some 
form  and  they  prefer  to  have  the  privilege  of  having  it  shipped  in 
to  individuals  for  their  personal  use  in  limited  quantities.  I  have 
noticed  that  regular  'boozers'  seldom  ever  ordered  liquor  for  their 
own  use.  Hardly  without  an  exception,  they  realize  liquor  is  in- 
jurious to  them  and  regret  that  thev  have  the  de=ire  for  it,  there- 
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fore  they  could  not  get  it  at  the  time  most  desired  and  would  think 
no  more  of  it." 

REMARKS  ON  SWILL  AND  THE  HUNS 

W.  R.  Martincan,  Treasurer  Oklahoma  City  Press  Club:  "Hav- 
ing acquired  several  degrees  in  John  Barleycorn's  College  of  De- 
struction, knowing  the  evils  of  whisky  et  al,  pro  and  con,  I  say 
most  emphatically  that  Oklahoma  made  no  mistake.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  it  did  what  the  world  will  do  from  corner  to  corner,  and  did 
it  when  it  required  sacrifice  and  adverse  criticism  from  those  who 
were  not  up  to  the  times,  though  our  brainiest  peoples.  Keep  booze 
from  a  man  until  he  is  22  to  25  and  you  eliminate  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, if  it  is  manufactured  at  all,  99  per  cent  of  the  evil.  I  do  not 
approve  of  the  methods  sometimes  used  by  your  superintendent, 
but  as  for  principle  and  purpose,  you  have  my  sincerest  support. 
Some  one  dear  to  my  heart  calls  it  'swill,'  and  you  know  the  kind 
of  animal  that  goes  with  swill.  Be  brave  of  heart.  Charity  never 
hurts,  so  in  your  struggle  to  save  mankind  from  our  own-made  Hun, 
win  the  fight  by  preaching  principle  and  duty  to  fellow  man." 

A''.  A.  Graham,  Okmulgee:  "The  individual,  the  state  of  Okla- 
homa and  our  great  United  States  never  made  a  mistake  in  doing 
right.  The  Federal  or  state  governments  cannot  legalize  wrong  and 
make  it  right  simply  by  legalizing  it." 

D.  R.  Cummings,  Investment  Broker,  Oklahoma  City:  "I  do 
not  think  Oklahoma  made  any  mistake  in  adopting  the  Prohibition 
laws.  I  think  it  one  of  the  greatest  laws  that  Oklahoma  has  ever 
enacted.  I  am  raising  a  couple  of  boys  and  I  would  not  want  to 
raise  them  in  a  community  where  they  could  get  intoxicating  liquor? 
and  I  heartily  endorse  the  enforcement  of  the  Prohibition  laws  in 
the  state  of  Oklahoma." 

VOICE  OF  A  PIONEER 

C  G.  Harris,  Organizer  of  the  Indian  Territory  of  Chickasaw 
Pioneers  and  President  of  the  Town  Board  of  Trustees,  Ringling: 
"Strict  enforcement  of  the  Prohibition  law  undoubtedly  does  not 
retard  the  growth  of  a  community.  On  the  contrary,  when  the 
enforcement  extends  to  all  the  country  immediately  adjacent  to  a 
community,  it  promotes  business  development.  We  have  found  here 
that  it  was  law  violators  following  business  rather  than  creating 
business,  this  fact  being  proven  in  that  when  the  oil  field  laborers 
departed  from  Ringling  a  year  ago,  those  who  sought  and  obtained 
much  of  their  money  through  bootlegging  and  gambling  also  went 
away.  Had  the  contention  that  the  sale  of  liquor  makes  business 
conditions  good  proven  true  in  this  instance,  the  bootleggers  vvould 
have  held  for  us  all  the  oil  business  that  we  lost.  This  is  an  illus- 
tration of  the  fallacy  of  such  a  contention.  We  would  not  advise  a 
reversion  to  the  license  system." 

Anton  H.  Classen,  Oklahoma  City:  "I  do  not  think  that  the 
state  made  a   mistake  by  abolishing  an   acknowledged   and  known 
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evil.  This  can  be  conclusively  proven  by  comparing  the  police  and 
other  court  records  at  this  time  with  the  time  when  Prohibition 
was  not  in  effect  in  Oklahoma.  Prohibition  tends  to  protect  all  men, 
and  especially  the  young,  and  it  is  still  more  a  protection  to  the 
ignorant  and  the  weak.  The  traffic  in  intoxiacting  liquors  means  a 
tremendous  waste  of  manhood  and  money." 

WHAT  SMITH  SAW  IN  THE  EAST 

S.  S.  Smith,  Vice  President  Local  Building  and  Loan  Asso- 
ciation, Oklahoma  City:  "I  am  assured  beyond  a  question  of  a 
doubt  that  Oklahoma  has  made  no  mistake  in  adopting  and  con- 
tinuing the  policy  of  Prohibition.  During  a  seven  weeks'  journey 
throughout  the  East  studying  building  and  loan  conditions,  I  found 
that  there  were  more  homes  bemg  built  in  Oklahoma  City  and  there 
was  less  delinquent  interest  on  the  books  of  our  institution  than 
any  institution  I  called  on  in  the  East.  I  saw  more  drunkenness  in 
one  day  while  journeying  there  than  I  see  in  Oklahoma  in  one  year. 
During  the  past  year,  we  have  helped  463  families  to  get  good 
homes,  which  means  that  the  home-building  spirit  is  on  the  increase, 
decidedly,  in  Oklahoma." 

7.  IV.  Mansell,  State  Manager,  Woodmen  of  the  World,  Okla- 
homa City:  "In  Oklahoma,  we  have  43,000  members  in  our  society 
who  stand  for  temperance  and  for  the  purification  and  protection 
of  the  homes  of  our  great  state.  It  is  my  opinion  that  Oklahoma 
did  not  make  a  mistake  in  adopting  and  continuing  the  Prohibition 
policy  in  this  state  and  as  evidence  upon  which  this  opinion  is  based, 
I  will  say  that  it  is  my  business  to  travel  over  the  state  of  Okla- 
homa and,  during  the  last  year  I  have  been  in  as  many  as  200  cities, 
towns  and  villages  of  our  state,  and  I  can  safely  say  that  I  have 
not  seen  a  dozen  intoxicated  men  in  all  of  those  cities,  towns  and 
villages  during  that  time." 

Sue  O.  Howell,  Corresponding  Secretary-Treasurer,  Woman's 
Baptist  Missionary  Society,  Oklahoma  City:  "My  answer  would  be 
NO  in  capital  letters.  Nothing  can  ever  be  a  mistake  that  has  for 
its  purpose  the  stamping  out  of  crime,  vice,  poverty  and  disease,  and 
the  protection  of  women  and  children.  I  believe  Prohibition  is  doing 
much  in  every  way  for  Oklahoma,  and  anyone  may  be  convinced 
of  the  ultimate  results  if  they  will  study  the  effect  of  Prohibition  in 
Kansas  for  nearly  forty  years." 

/.  5".  Atchison,  Correspondent  Brotherhood  of  American  Yeo- 
man, Oklahoma  City:  "My  answer  is:  No,  most  emphatically  No! 
I  remember  well  when  our  city  had  the  saloons.  It  w-as  almost  im- 
possible for  one  to  walk  on  Broadway  between  Grand  and  Main 
street  without  bumping  into  a  drunken  man.  A  woman  would  walk 
around  rather  than  attempt  to  walk  on  this  block.  It  was  impossible 
for  her  to  get  through  without  being  greatly  embarrassed  by  these 
drunken  and  half-drunken  men  swarming  about  these  joints.  Where 
you  find  these  saloons,  you  find  the  red  light  district  patrons  and 
the   gambling   holes,    making   degenerates,    gamblers    and    criminals 
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out  of  our  young  men.  Today  that  same  block,  or  any  other  in  our 
city,  is  perfectly  safe  for  women  and  children  to  walk  upon  without 
being  molested.  If  Prohibition  is  a  good  thing  in  time  of  war,  it 
is  a  good  thing  in  time  of  peace.  Therefore  I  am  most  emphatically 
for  Prohibition,  now  and  forever." 

Dan  H.  Hubbard,  Chancellor  Commander,  Knights  of  Pythias, 
Oklahoma  City:  "No.  They  did  not  make  a  mistake.  I  am  for  the 
Anti-Saloon  League  and  believe  in  every  step  of  law  necessary  for 
abolishing  the  liquor  traffic  in  Oklahoma.  Without  question  it  is  a 
proven  fact  that  Prohibition  is  the  only  successful  way.  Prohibition 
has  all  in  its  favor  for  the  betterment  of  mankind." 

R.  C.  Howard,  State  Manager  and  Western  Organiser,  Heralds 
of  Liberty,  Oklahoma  City:  "I  DO  NOT  THINK  SHE  MADE 
ANY  MISTAKE.  Being  in  the  insurance  business  for  years  in  wet 
states,  I  certainly  noticed  a  difference  in  coming  to  Oklahoma,  a 
dry  state  in  many  ways,  in  the  larger  volume  of  people  who  were 
able  to  buy  insurance  and  in  the  amount  they  are  able  to  pay  and 
the  promptness  with  which  they  pay,  and  the  small  number  of  peo- 
ple here  who  are  rejected  compared  to  the  business  in  wet  states. 
From  a  moral  and  social  standpoint,  Oklahoma  certainly  made  a 
wise  choice,  and  has  created  a  profound  impression  on  me,  as  one 
coming  from  a  wet  state." 

/.  E.  Marrs,  Vice  President  and  General  Manager,  Minnetonka 
Lumber  Co.,  Oklahoma  City:  "I  do  not  believe  that  there  is  any 
argument  in  connection  with  this  proposition.  I  am  sure  that  so 
far  as  I  can  see,  Oklahoma  conferred  an  everlasting  blessing  upon 
its  population  when  it  took  this  step  and  I  am  wondering  why  such 
a  question  as  this  should  be  asked  at  this  time." 

THREE   MUSQUITEERS   IN   THE   NEGATIVE 

Out  of  the  72  replies  received,  only  three  replies  were  received 
expressing  belief  that  Oklahoma  "did  make  a  mistake."  One  of 
these,  W.  L.  Blessing,  member  of  the  State  Industrial  Board,  bases 
his  objection  on  an  abstract  proposition:  O.  L.  Calloway,  member  of 
the  State  Board  of  Embalmers,  kicks  because  Prohibition  decreases 
his  business,  and  Jake  Ralls,  of  Atoka,  member  of  the  State  Board 
of  Education.  Jake  growls  through  a  long  communication,  basing 
his  objection  to  Prohibition,  "after  many  years  of  experience"  upon 
the  following  three  legs:  (i)  "it  increases  the  price,"  (2)  "it  de- 
creases the  quality,"  and  (3)  "it  outlaws  persons  engaged  in  the 
traffic." 


40 


TEN  YEARS  OF  PROHIBITION  IN  OKLAHOMA 

EFFECT  OF  PROHIBITION  ON 
BANK  DEPOSITS 

Bank  deposits  always  have  been  and  always  will  be  the  unerring 
barometer  of  business  prosperity.  When  "times"  are  good,  the 
money  rushes  into  the  banks.  When  "times"  get  dull,  the  banks  are 
the  first  to  feel  the  effects. 

Money  is  timid.  Even  a  senseless  financial  scare  in  scary  times 
will  often  ruin  a  solvent  bank.  That  makes  the  banker  timid ;  makes 
him  conservative  and  makes  him  fearful  of  any  change  in  the  policy 
of  the  state  that  is  liable  to  unsettle  conditions. 

So  when  Prohibition  was  adopted  in  Oklahoma  in  1907,  a  large 
number  of  the  strongest  banks  in  the  state  secretly  or  openly 
opposed  the  program.  The  liquor  men  made  threats  of  withdrawals. 
They  prophesied  in  trident  tones  of  the  business  demoralization  that 
was  sure  to  follow  the  adoption  of  the  Prohibition  policy,  especially 
by  a  new  state. 

But  Prohibition  WAS  adopted  and  the  world  did  not  come  to 
an  end.  Neither  did  Oklahoma  business  go  to  ruin.  On  the  con- 
trary, there  immediately  set  in  an  era  of  prosperity  that  has  never 
slacked  with  the  exception  of  the  crazy  boom  period  of  191 1  and 
1912,  when  the  industrious  real  estate  agents  started  out  to  plot 
vast  areas  of  farm  lands  into  city  lots  to  sell  to  newcomers  who 
had  heard  of  the  prosperity  of  Oklahoma  under  the  new  dry  regime. 

The  table  in  the  first  part  of  this  volume  tells  this  story  of  the 
growth  of  the  banking  business  in  Oklahoma  during  the  past  ten 
years.  In  1906,  the  last  full  year  of  the  old  regime,  the  bank  deposits 
of  the  state  amounted  to  $37,278,174.21.  On  March  i.  1917,  they 
had  jumped  to  $271,958,429.41,  an  increase  of  more  than  600  per  cent. 

The  banks  that  formerly  occupied  second-rate  store  rooms  now 
are  on  the  choice  corners  formerly  occupied  by  saloons.  Instead  of 
small  banking  rooms,  they  now  occupy  skyscrapers.  The  Exchange 
National  Bank  of  Tulsa,  a  concern  with  $20,000,000  resources,  has 
just  completed  an  eleven-story  skyscraper  at  a  cost  of  three-quarters 
of  a  million,  which  it  now  occupies.  Robinson  street,  Oklahoma 
City,  formerly  a  lane  thronged  with  saloons  and  doggeries,  is  now 
the  financial  center  of  the  state,  lined  with  skrv'scrapers.  Two  banks 
on  this  street  alone  occupy  twelve-story  modern  buildings. 

What  a  change  this  demonstration  of  600  per  cent  increase  in 
the  banking  business  under  Prohibition  prosperity'  has  wrought  in 
the  attitude  of  Oklahoma  bankers  toward  the  Prohibition  policy.  In 
my  studies  into  the  progress  of  Oklahoma  during  its  first  ten  years 
of  statehood,  I  sent  out  a  letter  of  inquiry  to  the  president  of  every 
bank  named  in  Clason's  Guide  to  Oklahoma.  The  list  in  Clason's 
Guide  is  far  from  complete  and  does  not  include  the  banks  in  the 
larger  cities  where  the  evidences  of  Prohibition  prosperity  are  most 
apparent.  To  each  of  the  bank  presidents,  I  requested  a  reply  to  the 
following  four  Questions: 
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(i)  Has  the  Prohibition  policy  of  Oklahoma  been  helpful  to 
the  banking  interests  of  the  state? 

(2)  Has  it  promoted  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the  people 
in  your  section? 

(3)  Has  it  resulted  in  increased  thrift  of  the  people? 

(4)  Would  you  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  license  policy? 
One  hundred  and  forty-six  replies  were  received.    Of  these  146 

replies,  135  were  emphatically  favorable  to  Prohibition,  three  were 
noncommittal,  and  only  six  were  unfavorable. 

These  replies,  given  below,  for  convenience  are  numbered  to 
correspond  with  the  number  of  the  questions : 

ADDINGTON,  First  National  Bank:  (4)  "No."  "The  first 
three  questions  are  given  in  such  a  manner  that  we  are  unable  to 
give  the  required  information.  The  bootleggers  have  been  so  plenti- 
ful and  prices  on  beer  and  rot-gut  booze  so  high  that  it  has  cost 
very  much  more  than  under  the  license  system.  What  we  need  is 
laws  that  are  so  severe  that  no  officer  dare  violate  his  oath  of  office 
as  the  present  officers  have  been  doing.  We  are  strictly  in  favor  of 
Prohibition,  but  would  like  to  see  honest  officers" 

ALINE,  Aline  State  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3)  "Yes." 
(4)  "No  " 

ALVA,  Central  State  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  'Yes."  (3)  "Yes." 
(4)  "No." 

ANADARKO,  First  National  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes." 
(3)  "Yes."    (4)  "No." 

ARNETT,  Ellis  County  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes"  (3) 
"Yes."    (4)   "No." 

BARTLESVILLE,  Union  National  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2) 
"Yes."  (3)  "Yes."  (4)  "No."  "Conclusions  are  based  on  both 
license  and  saloon  rule  comparison  in  the  same  community." 

BEAVER,  First  National  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3) 
"Yes."    (4)   "No." 

BIGHEART,  Bank  of  Bigheart:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3) 
"Yes."    (4)   "No." 

WHAT'S  WHAT  IN  A  MAN 

BILLINGS,  Citizens  Bank,  Charles  L.  Gobble:  (i)  "Yes." 
(2)  "Yes."  (3)  "Yes."  (4)  "No."  "A  man  who  is  sober,  not  in- 
toxicated, has  a  clearer  brain,  better  physical  powers,  a  greater 
regard  for  the  rights  and  liberties  of  others.  He  has  higher  ideals 
of  life,  for  his  loved  ones  and  associates.  He  is  a  better  man,  a 
bigger  man  and  a  more  capable  man  from  every  conceivable  stand- 
point. He  sees  things  differently.  As  a  man  thinketh  in  his  heart, 
so  he  is.  God  pity  the  man  who  is  so  selfish  and  narrow  that  he 
would  desire  to  bring  this  curse  back  into  his  community  that  he 
might  profit  a  few  dollars.  Why  spend  your  money  for  that  which 
is  not  bread  and  your  labor  for  that  which  satisfieth  not?  Ideals 
that  arg  good  foir  rpe  should  be  good  for  my  neighbor  and  vice 
versa." 
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BINGER,  First  StaU  Bank,  W.  T.  Utterhrook,  President:  (lO 
"Yes."    (2)  "Yes."    (3)   'Yes."    (4)   "No." 

BIXBY,  First  National  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3) 
"Yes."    (4)   "No." 

BLACKWELL,  Oklahoma  Guaranty  Bank,  J.  W.  Mores,  Vice 
President:    (i)  "Yes."    (2)  "Yes"    (3)  "Yes."    (4)  "No." 

BLAIR,  Blair  State  Bank:  (i)  "Believe  so."  (2)  "Yes."  (3) 
"Yes."     (4)    "No." 

BLANCHARD,  First  National  Bank:  (i)  "Yes.  Debts  are 
more  promptly  paid."  (2)  "Yes.  Men  who  would  otherwise  use 
their  money  in  drink,  now  invest  it  in  homes  and  live  stock."  (3) 
"Yes."    (4)  "No." 

BOKOSHE,  State  Exchange  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes." 
(3)   "Yes."    (4)   "No." 

BOSWELL,  First  National  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes." 
(3)  "Yes."    (4)   "No;  not  to  sell  liquors." 

BRAMAN,  First  National  Bank:  (i)  'Y'es."  (2)  "Yes." 
,3)  "Yes."    (4)  "No." 

BUFFALO,  First  National  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Think  so." 
(.3)   "Think  it  has."    (4)   "No." 

BRISTOW,  Bristow  National  Bank:  (i)  "Indeed."  (2)  "Cer- 
tainly it  has."  (3)  "Yes.  They  are  buying  necessities  of  life  in  lieu 
of  booze."  (4)  "I  would  recommend'  that  the  distilleries  be  per- 
manentlv  closed  after  the  war." 

BURLINGTON,  Bank  of  Burlington:  (i)  "Can't  notice  it 
here."  (2)  "Not  noticeable."  (3)  "No  change,  only  very  few  in- 
stances."   (4)    "Don't  know  what  vou  mean " 

BUTLER.  Butler  State  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3) 
"Yes."    (4)    "No." 

BYRON,  Byron  State  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3) 
"Yes."  (4)  "No."  "I  have  lived  here  both  before  and  after  and 
have  noticed  results." 

CALERA,  First  National  Bank:  (i)  'Y"es.''  (2)  "Yes."  (3) 
"Yes."  (4)  "No."  "My  conclusion  is  based  on  forty  years  of  ob- 
servation as  to  the  ill  effects  of  liquor." 

CALVIN,  Calvin  National  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3) 
"Yes."    (4)   "No." 

CANADIAN,  Canadian  State  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Think 
>^s."    (3)   "Yes."    (4)   "No." 

CANTON,  Bank  of  Canton:  (i)  "Yes"  (2)  "Yes."  (3) 
"Yes."    (4)   "No." 

HOW   DRY   PLAN   HELPED    CARMEN 

CARMEN,  Carmen  National  Bank,  F.  N.  Winslow,  President: 
"It  is  my  candid  opinion  that  Prohibition  has  been  helpful  to  the 
banking  interests  of  the  state,  my  opinion  being  based  upon  the  fact 
that  this  bank  has  a  number  of  quite  good  customers  now,  who, 
during  the  saloon  days,  were  classed  as  undesirables  and  if  accom- 
modations were  granted,  they  would  necessarily  have  to  be  small 
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and  amply  secured.  The  same  conditions  will  appy  to  the  merchant 
as  to  the  bank. 

"In  giving  my  reasons  for  the  above,  will  say  that  at  the  time 
this  town  contained  five  saloons  with  a  population  not  exceeding  500 
people.  It  was  therefore  necessary  to  support  five  quite  high  ex- 
pense accounts,  consisting  of  licenses,  rents  and  other  running  ex- 
penses which  would,  of  course,  necessitate  large  sales  and  large 
profits,  in  a  town  and  community  of  this  size. 

"At  the  present  time  we  have  but  very  few  who  now  use  in- 
toxicants, and  I  have  observed  that  on  Saturday  evenings,  instead 
of  the  town  being  full  of  people  up  to  11  and  12  o'clock  that  they 
go  home  along  about  10  o'clock.  The  same  people  under  the  saloon 
days,  would  spend  both  time  and  money  in  town  and  now  they  are 
at  work  on  the  farm  and  are  prospering." 

CARTER,  First  State  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3) 
"Yes."  (4)  "No."  "There  is  no  comparison  in  conditions.  We  can't 
take  the  back  step." 

WHAT  THE  SALOON  DID  IN  CASHION 

CASHION,  First  National  Bank,  Mr.  Hogan,  President: 
"During  saloon  days  quite  a  number  of  men  would  come  into  a 
banking  institution  intoxicated,  make  trades  that  they  would  after- 
wards be  sorry  for  and  would  not  want  to  be  held  responsible. 
They  would  come  in,  get  drunk,  gamble  their  money  away  and  not 
pay  their  banking  obligations,  or  mercantile  obligations,  either.  In 
my  judgment,  there  is  not  so  much  stealing  going  on  now  as  there 
was  before  Prohibition.    Men  have  their  better  senses  about  them. 

"Under  no  consideration  would  I  consider  a  license  policy.  Wc 
are  reasonably  clean,  and  let's  stay  clean.  Not  long  ago,  I  visited 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  to  my  surprise,  I  could  smell  the  scent  of 
brew  as  soon  as  I  arrived  on  the  streets,  and  see  lots  of  sleepy- 
headed  drunks  sitting  on  beer  kegs  and  goods  boxes  sleeping  out 
their  existence.  As  far  as  I  am  personally  concerned,  I  would  not 
want  to  live  in  a  saloon  town." 

CASTLE,  Castle  State  Bank,   T.  Elliot,  Cashier:     (i)    "Yes." 

(2)  "Yes."  (3)  "Yes."  (4)  "No."  "I  am  no  Prohibition  crank, 
but  fellows  who  once  drank  are  now  doing  well,  when  formerly  they 
spent  all  they  earned  for  drink.  Fines  here  have  become  a  thing 
of  the  past  since  the ,  whisky  has  been  kept  away.  One  hundred 
cases  could  be  named." 

CATOOSA,  Farmers'  and  Merchants'  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2) 
**Y^cs  "     r  "^ 'i    **Ycs     Tliinlc  so 

CEMENT.  Farmers'  State  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3J 
"Yes."    (4)   "No." 

CENTRALIA,  First  National  Bank:     (i)    "Yes."     (2)    "Yes." 

(3)  "Yes."    (4)  "No." 

CHANDLER,  Union  National  Bank,  E.  L.  Canke:  (i)  "Yes." 
(2)  "Yes."  (3)  "Yes."  (4)  "No.  My  conclusion  is  based  on  gen- 
eral observation." 
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CHATTANOOGA,  Chattanooga  State  Bank:  (i)  "It  has." 
(2)    -J^  has."    (3)   "It  has."    (4)   "I  would  not." 

^:[J^'^OTAH,  First  National  Bank,  R.  D.  Martin:    (i)  "Yes." 

(2)  /i.es,  toq  marked  degree."  (3)  "Yes,  decidedly."  (4)  "No.  I 
stand  tor  absu.jte  Prohibition.  Prohibition  has  resulted  in  better 
citizenship,  better  fed  children,  happier  families,  less  brutal  hus- 
bands and  altogether  .,^  awakening  of  the  better  sensibilities  of  the 
intemperate. 

u  ^^^^u^.^'  .^"''^  1^  ""'"Isea:  "Prohibition  all  the  time.  We 
have  had  better  times  than  evt.  before  " 

™Y^^'^'^  "^^^^'^""^  ^^"'^  ^""^•'     (')    '"^^'•"    (2)    "Yes." 
.    CLAREAIORE,  National  Bank:     i..^    "Yes"     (2)   "Yes"    (-i) 

CLEVELAND,    Cleveland   National   Ba.u.     (.\    "v^c "     /-o^ 

"Yes."    (3)  "Yes."    (4)  "No."  ^^      ^^^-       ^^^ 

COALGATE,   Coalgate   State  Bank:     (i)    "1,^"     ( ^\    "v^o " 

(3)  "Yes."    (4)  "No."  '•       ^^^      ^^^• 
COLLINS VILLE,  First  National  Bank:    (i)  "Yes  •    (^\  "v»c  " 

(3)  "Yes."    (4)  "No."  ■  ^^^  ^^'■ 

COMANCHE,  Farmers'  State  Bank:  (i)    "Yes"  (>>,  "v«. " 

(3)  "Yes."     (4)    "No."  ■  ^^'• 
COMMERCE,  First  National  Bank:  (2)    '"^es "  (-i^  "v«o " 

(4)  "No."  ^      -     •  \6J  ies. 

CORDELL,  Farmers'  National  Bank,  J.  A.  Robinson,  Cashier- 
(i)  "Yes.  It  helps  all  business  that  is  legitimate."  (2)  ^"Yes.  By 
making  better  farmers  and  business  men  as  well  at  husbands'  and 
fathers."  (3)  "Yes.  Drunkenness  breeds  shiftlessnes;  and  theft  as 
well  as  loss  of  character."  (4^  "No,  but  would  reco-nmend  doing 
away  with  the  business  entirely  by  both  state  and  nation  " 

COYLE,  People's  State  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes"  (-i^ 
"Yes."    (4)  "No."  "      ^■^^ 

A  THOUSAND  BENEFITS 

COUNCIL  HILL,  Oklahoma  State  Bank:  (i)  "Ybi."  (2) 
"Yes."  (3)  "Yes."  "I  base  my  conclusion  on  the  increased  i°ceipts. 
It  has  created  new  accounts  of  men  who  had  'heretofore  spent  wages 
for  liquor.    It  has  benefited  in  a  thousand  othtr  ways." 

CRESCENT,  Bank  of  Crescent:  (i)  "Yer."  (2)  '"Yes."  (i) 
"Yes."  (4)  "No."  "Men,  when  under  the  influents  of  alcohol,  don  l 
work.  When  under  the  influence  of  strong  drink,  they  spend  money 
that  does  them  no  good.  They  do  not  save  when  irunk.  They  do 
not  produce  when  drunk." 

DAVENPORT,  Davenport  State  Bank,  O.  D.  G^aam  Presi- 
dent:    (i)    "Yes."    (2)    "Yes."    (3)   "Yes."    (4)   "No." 

DEVOL,  Farmers'  State  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  'Ves."  (3) 
"Yes."     (4)    "Under  no  condition." 

DEWEY,  First  National  Bank:  (1)  'Yes."  (2)  "Ye^"  (3) 
"Yes."    (4)   "Emphatically,  NO." 
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DUKE,  Farmers'  and  Merchants'  Bank:    (i)  "Yes."    (2)  "Yes." 

(3)  "Yes."    (4)   "No."  ^^ 
DUNCAN,    First   National   Bank:       (2)    "Yes."     (6)  ^es. 

(4)  "No.' 

DURANT,  Durant  National  Bank:  (i)  "Ye^^  yes,  yes."  (2) 
"Yes."    (3)   "Yes."    (4)    "No." 

ELGIN,  Bank  of  Elgin:  (i)  "Yes."  v^)  "Yes."  (3)  "Yes." 
(4)  "No." 

ELK  CITY,  First  National  P-'^''-  (2)  Yes."  (3)  "Yes." 
(4)   "No." 

BENEFIT  r^'  A  SOBER  TOWN 

■R'ATT?\7TTT"W  Vnrin-'s'  ^'^c?  Merchants'  National  Bank,  C.  D. 
Bower  Cashier-  (i ' '^Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (4)  "Nb."  "Our  town 
has  always  been  d-/-  '^^^  township  was  dry  before  the  town  was 
started  We  hav  ^  ^'^^^^  ^°^  °^  young  men.  Many  are  making  good 
who  would  i"  ^^^  human  probability,  have  been  wrecks  had  there 
been  a  salo'r'i  in  town.  On  pay  day,  our  men  bring  their  checks  to 
the  bank  r^'  to  the  grocery.  There  are  no  saloons  to  take  them  and 
wp  h:^^Jc  no  pool  halls  to  encourage  idleness." 

iSaNCIS,  Francis  National  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes." 
(3^  "Yes."    (4)  "No." 

$500,000  MORE  DEPOSITS   UNDER   PROHIBITION 

FREDERICK,  National  Bank  of  Commerce,  C.  W.  Howard, 
President:  "My  conclusions  in  answer  to  your  questions  are  based 
on  actual  expfrience  during  a  series  of  years  in  this  town.  There 
were  a  great  many  thrifty  rnen  here  who  formely  spent  all  their 
earnings  in  irink  but  are  now  accumulating  property  as  a  direct 
result  of  tb^ir  sobriety.  A  fire  resulting  in  a  great  loss  to  all  the 
property  holders  in  the  same  block  originated  in  a  saloon,  next  door 
to  this  institution.  The  resulting  loss  of  over  $100,000  was  never 
recoveren  and  never  will  i>t.  This  fire  started  in  a  drunken  brawl 
in  the  <aloon. 

GvNS,  Citizens  Bank  of  Cans:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3) 
"It  his."    (4)   "No." 

<iATE,  State  Ba^k  of  Commerce:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3) 
"1  es." 

GRANITE,    Farmers'    State    Bank:     (i)    "Yes."     (2)    "Yes." 

(3)   "Yes." 

GRANT,  P^nk  of  Grant,  C.  L.  Webb,  Cashier:  (i)  "Yes. 
(2)  "Yes."  (;)  "Yes,  when  enforced."  (4)  "No."  "Speaking  only 
from  a  finan-ial  standpoint,  many  of  my  customers  now  doing  well 
formerly  dt'pended  on  their  families  for  support.  I  have  always 
been  a  'Prohi,'  as  I  believe  every  man  is  at  heart  if  they  want  to 
be  honest  with  themselves." 

GKEENFIELD,  Greenfield  State  Bank:  (i)  "Yes,"  (2)  "Can 
hardlv  say."    (3)  "Yes."    (4)   "No." 
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HAMMON,  Farmers'  National  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes." 
(3)  "Yes."    (4)  "No." 

HARRAH,  First  National  Bank:  (i)  "Yes"  (2)  "Yes."  (3) 
"Yes."     (4)    "No." 

HELENA,  Helena  State  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes"  (3) 
"Yes."    (4)  "No." 

HINTON,  Hinton  State  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3} 
"Yes."  (4)  "No."  "After  a  few  of  the  old  drinkers  die  off,  Prohi- 
bition will  be  absolute." 

HITCHCOCK,  First  Bank  of  Hitchcock,  J.  B.  Scott,  Cashier: 
"I  feel  that  the  Prohibition  policy  has  been  a  good  thing  for  the 
banking  interests  and  for  all  the  other  business  of  Oklahoma.  It  has 
certainly  promoted  the  commercial  prosperity  of  this  community 
as  it  has  made  good  workers  out  of  loafers  and  made  other  workers 
more  efficient.  It  has  increased  the  thrift  of  the  people  who  used 
liquor  formerly. 

"I  certainly  would  not  at  this  time  recommend  the  adoption  of 
any  kind  of  license  policy.  I  lived  in  this  town  when  we  had  sa- 
loons and  saw  some  of  our  farmers  spend  their  time  and  money  in 
the  saloons,  have  drunken  fights,  be  robbed  of  their  grain  money, 
abuse  their  families  and  many  other  things  which  have  almost  en- 
tirely passed  since  Prohibition  went  into  effect.  One  of  the  best 
reasons  why  Prohibition  is  good  is  that  the  fellows  who  used  the 
most  liquor  say  it  is  good." 

HOB  ART,  City  National  Ba:k:  (i)  "Yes"  (2)  "Yes."  (3) 
"Yes."    (4)   "No." 

HOLDENVILLE,  First  National  Bank,  G.  A.  Mose'ey,  Cashier: 
(i)  "I  believe  so."    (2)  "I  believe  so."    (3)  "I  believe  so  "    (4)  "No." 

HUNTER,  Bank  of  Hunter:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3) 
"Yes."    (4)  "No" 

HYDRO,  First  National  Bank:  (i)  "Yes"  (2)  'Y^es"  (3) 
"Yes."    (4)   "No.  absolutelv  no." 

INGERSOLL,  Bank  of  Ingersoll:  (i)  "Yes"  (2)  "Yes"  (3) 
"Can  have  no  question  about  it."    (4)  "No." 

JEFFERSON,  Bank  of  Jefferson:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3) 
"Yes."    (4)   "No" 

JET.  Bank  of  Jet:  (i)  "We  believe  so."  (2)  "Don't  notice 
much  difference  on  account  not  much  whiskv  was  used  here."  (3) 
"Possibly  has."    (4)   "No." 

KAW.  Farmers'  National  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3) 
"Yes."     (4)    "No." 

WHAT  HAPPENED  IN  KEOTA 

KEOTA,  First  State  Bank,  H.  D.  JVin,  Jr.,  Vice  President: 
"I  have  had  the  opportunity  to  observe  the  effects  of  Prohibition, 
both  from  a  commercial  as  well  as  a  moral  standpoint  in  this  sec- 
tion. When  we  could  ship  liquor  here  as  well  as  go  to  our  neighbor 
state  of  Arkansas  and  get  it,  the  courts  of  this  county  were  full  of 
cases  that  were  either  directly  or  indirectly  caused  by  whisky.    I 
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have  seen  men  fail  in  their  financial  obligations  because  of  whisky. 
The  morals  of  this  section  as  well  as  the  financial  condition  are  the 
best  I  have  ever  seen  them  in  the  ten  years  I  have  been  here.  I 
would  do  anything  in  my  power  to  keep  Prohibition  in  this  state 
as  well  as  in  the  states  near  us." 

KIEFER,  Exchange  State  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3) 
"Yes."  (4)  "No."  "Bootlegging  has  been  bad  but  evidence  of  the 
bone  dry  law  are  at  hand  and  prospects  are  more  favorable.  If 
the  law  can  be  enforced,  I  would  not  consider  licensing  at  all." 

KIOWA,  People's  National  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3) 
"Yes."    (4)   "No." 

LAHOMA,  First  National  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3) 
"Yes." 

LAWTON,  City  National  Bank:  "These  questions  are  all  pre- 
mature. It  has  not  been  in  operation  long  enough  to  give  it  a  fair 
test." 

LONE  WOLF.  First  National  Bank:    (i)   "Yes."    (2)   "Yes." 

(3)  "Yes"    (4)   "No." 

-    MANCHESTER,  Citizens'  State  Bank:    (i)   "Do  not  see  anv 
diflference   so   far  here."     (2)    "Very  little."     (3)    "No   difference." 

(4)  "No." 

MANNFORD,  Mannford  State  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes." 
(3)   "Yes."    (4)   "No." 

MARLOW,  State  National  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3^ 
'Yes."    (4)   "NO." 

MARIETTA.  Marietta  National  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes." 
(3)   "Yes"    (4)   "No." 

MAY,  The  May  State  Bank,  V.  B.  Browne,  Cashier:  "After 
living  in  a  Prohibition  state  for  ten  years,  I  am  heartily  in  favor 
of  Prohibition.  For  my  own  personal  observation,  I  feel  it  is  a 
detriment  to  any  community  to  have  a  saloon  located  in  its  midst, 
and  especially  so,  at  this  time  when  we  are  being  urged  to  econo- 
mize and  conserve.  I  beieve  it  would  be  the  height  of  folly  to 
return  to  the  license  system.  The  removal  of  the  saloons  from  this 
town  and  county  saved  three-fourths  of  the  waste  that  was  caused 
by  drink,  and  the  only  reason  why  it  has  not  saved  over  nine-tenths 
of  it  is  because  we  have  licensed  saloons  in  Wichita  Falls,  just 
across  the  border,  in  Texas.  The  deposits  in  this  bank  have  in- 
creased more  than  half  a  million  dollars  since  state-hood  and  the 
deposits  in  the  town  over  $1,2^0,000  in  the  same  time." 

MAYSVILLE,  Farmers'  National  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2) 
'Yes."    (3)   "Yes."    (4)    "No." 

M'LOUD,  First  National  Bank:  fi)  'Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3) 
"Yes."    (4)  "No." 

MEDFORD,  First  National  Bank:  (i)  'Yes."  (2)  "Yes." 
C3)  "Yes."  (4)  "No."  "You  would  have  to  be  here  to  realize  the 
difference.    It  is  so  great  that  words  cannot  express  it." 

MIAMI,  Ottawa  County  National  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes." 
(3)  "Yes."    (4)  "Work  for  national  Prohibition." 
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MT.  VIEW,  First  National  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3) 
"Some."    (4)  "No." 

1<! ASH,  Farmers'  and  Merchants'  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes." 
(3)  "Yes."  (4)  "No."  'Young  men,  and  older  men,  too,  can't  get 
the  stuff  that  incapacitates  them  for  business." 

NEW  WILSON,  First  National  Bank,  P.  W.  McKay,  Presi- 
dent:    (I)    "Yes."     (2)    "Yes."    (3)    "Yes."    (4)    "No." 

NEWKIRK,  Eastman  National  Bank,  C.  A.  Gwinn,  President: 
"I  beg  to  advise  that  it  is  our  opinion  that  the  Prohibition  law  has 
helped  not  only  the  banking  business,  but  all  interests  in  Oklahoma." 

A  COLD  BLOODED  BUSINESS  PROPOSITION 

OKEMAH,  Okemah  National  Bank,  A.  J.  Walters,  President: 
(i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3)  "Yes."  (4)  "No.  I  have  been  a  resi- 
dent of  this  town  for  fourteen  years  and  have  been  in  the  bank 
here  during  that  time.  I  am  a  firm  believer  in  Prohibition  as  a  cold- 
blooded business  proposition." 

OKMULGEE,  Central  National  Bank,  H.  E.  Kennedy,  Cashier: 
(i)  "No  for  the  following  reasons:  All  rooms  formerly  occupied 
by  saloons  are  now  occupied  by  respectable  business.  Fewer  drunken 
men  are  on  our  streets,  parks  and  other  public  places.  No  open, 
licensed  and  therefore  legal  places  with  bright  lights,  music,  free 
lunch,  bar,  dancing  women,  to  entice  boys  and  young  men.  _  My 
observation  is  that  sentiment  is  almost  unanimous  that  Prohibition 
in  Oklahoma  is  a  great  improvement  over  the  open  saloon." 

OKTAHA,  First  National  Bank,  R.  S.  Williams.  Cashier:  (i) 
"Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3)  "Yes."  (4)  "No.  The  people  in  general 
seem  more  prosperous  and  there  are  fewer  families  that  have  to  be 
aided.  Less  crime  is  committed  and  we  do  not  have  to  keep  a  town 
marshal,  which  makes  less  expense.  Never  see  a  drunk  man  and  no 
disturbance  in  town." 

PADEN,    People's   State   Bank,   Ray  D.    Taylor:     (i)    "Yes" 

(2)  "Yes."  (3)  'Yes."  (4)  "I  know  that  there  are  men  in  this 
country,  that  if  they  could  get  intoxicating  drinks,  they  would  be 
of  no  bonus  to  their  family  or  community,  and  some  of  them  are 
of  the  best  customers  that  I  have.  They  have  good  homes,  good 
stock,  and  are  living  with  ease,  where  otherwise,  if  Oklahoma  _  had 
not  Prohibition,  they  would  have  been  drunkards  today.  Prohibition 
in  Oklahoma  has  helped  her  in  a  commercial,  moral  and  mental  way, 
to  mv  notion." 

PITTSBURG.    Bank    of   Pittsburg:     (i)    "Yes"     (2)    "Yes." 

(3)  "Yes."    (4)  "No." 

PONDCREEK,  Farmers'  National  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2) 
"Yes."    (3)  "Yes"    (4)   "No" 

PORU^I,  American  State  Bank:  (2)  "Yes."  (3)  "Yes."  (4) 
"No.  National  Prohibition  but  no  other.  Hasten  the  day  when 
national  Prohibition  comes  to  stay.  National  Prohibition  would  be 
the  best  asset  this  countrv  could  have." 

PRAGUE,  Prague  National  Bank,  C.  C.  Bush:    (i)  "Yes."    (2) 
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"Yes."    (3)  "Yes."    (4)  "No.   I  can't  think  of  any  argument  in  favor 
of  the  whisky  traffic  in  any  way.' 

QUINTON,  First  National  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3) 
"Yes." 

RANDLETT,  Bank  of  Randlett:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3) 
'Yes." 

RED  OAK,  Bank  of  Red  Oak:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3) 
"Yes."  (4)  "No.  Personally,  I  can  get  along  with  the  saloon 
nicely." 

RINGLING,  First  National  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes." 
(3)    "Yes."    (4)    "No." 

RINGWOOD,  Bank  of  Ringwood:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes" 
(3)    "Yes."    (4)    "No" 

RIPLEY,  Farmers'  National  Bank,  E.  J.  Blank,  Cashier:  (i) 
"Yes  and  to  every  other  pure,  honorable,  clean  business."  (2)  "Yes, 
more  money  to  buy  clothes  for  home,  mother  and  children."  (3) 
"Yes.  When  people  cannot  obtain  that  ruinous  stuff,  they  will  divert 
their  thoughts  to  better  things  and  gradually  forget  about  it."  (4) 
"No.  I  would  recommend  national  Prohibition  and  stopping  the 
manufacture  of  liquor." 

ROCKY,  State  Bank  of  Rocky:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3) 
"Yes."  (4)  "No.  Prohibition  removes  an  evil  from  every  com- 
munity, creates  thrift  and  savings  accounts  and  causes  prosperity." 

ROFF,  First  National  Bank:  (i)  "We  think  so."  (2)  "We 
think  so."    (3)  "Yes."    (4)  "No." 

SHAWNEE,  Shazvnee  National  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes." 
(3)    "Yes."    (4)    "No." 

SKEDEE,  Citizens'  State  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3) 
"Yes.    Among  some  people."    (4)   "No,  No,  NO." 

SNYDER,  Kiozva  State  Bank,  A.  S.  McKee:  (i)  "Yes."  (2) 
"Yes."  (3)  "Yes."  (4)  "No.  Prohibition  certainly  has  been  a 
benefit  to  this  part  of  the  country.  We  have  a  number  of  farmers 
who  are  now  good  citizens.  When  we  had  saloons,  they  were  in 
bad  shape  all  the  time.  This  bone-dry  law  has  been  a  good  thing 
for  this  part  of  the  country,  as  we  are  so  near  Wichita  Falls,  Texas, 
that  it  was  handy  to  ship  it  in.  Since  the  law  has  gone  into  effect, 
you  sure  do  not  see  them  with  liquor.  It  will  be  a  fine  thing  when 
the  nation  is  bone-dry  and  the  stuff  is  not  manufactured." 

SPARKS,   Farmers'   &   Merchants'   Bank:     (i)    "I   think   so." 

(2)  "I  think  so."    (4)    "No." 

STRANG,  First  State  Bank:    (i)   "Yes."    (2)   "We  think  so." 

(3)  "Yes."     (4)    "No." 

STRATFORD,  First  National  Bank,  J.  A.  Smith:  (i)  "Yes." 
(2)  "Yes."  (3)  "Yes."  (4)  "No.  Prohibition,  bone-dry,  is  the  only 
remedy.  Prohibition  is  good  because  the  principle  is  right.  It  pro- 
tects the  homes  of  mothers  and  children  and  helps  clothe  and  feed 
them,  and  thousands  of  other  good  and  just  reasons," 
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WHAT  A  CHANGE! 

STUART,  First  National  Bank,  D.  M.  Rogers,  President: 
(i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3)  "Yes."  (4)  "No.  I  have  seen  men 
before  statehood  when  we  had  open  saloons  in  old  Oklahoma  and 
they  were  permitted  to  go  over  the  line  and  transport  whisky  into 
the  Territory  who  were  not  considered  good  for  groceries  with 
security.  Since  Prohibition,  they  have  established  credit  at  the 
banks  and  some  have  purchased  a  home  and  paid  for  it  and  be- 
come some  of  our  most  respectable  citizens.  I  am  against  the  sa- 
loon, first,  last  and  all  the  time." 

TALALA,  First  State  Ba>ik:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3)  "You 
bet."    (4)  "No." 

NOT  A  PARTICLE  OF  DOUBT,  SAYS  TALEQUAH 

TALEQUAH,  First  National  Bank,  D.  O.  Scott,  President: 
"There  isn't  a  particle  of  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  sound  thinking 
public  that  Prohibition  for  Oklahoma  has  resulted  in  tremendous 
benefit  to  the  state.  It  is  also  acknowledged  I  think,  by  all  that  the 
banks'  interests  have  grown  and  will  continue  to  grow  to  greater 
proportions  under  Prohibition  than  it  would  be  possible  otherwise. 
No  people  can  be  frugal  where  there  is  so  much  opportunity  for 
the  waste  of  money  which  results  when  saloons  are  wide  open. 
We,  under  ho  circumstances,  would  recommend  for  adoption  the 
license  policy." 

TALOGA,  First  National  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3) 
"Yes."    (4)   "No." 

TECUMSEH,  Tecumseh  National  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2) 
"Yes."    (3)   "Yes.'-'    (4)  "No." 

TEMPLE,  Farmers'  State  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  'Yes."  (3) 
"Yes."     (4)    "No." 

INCREASED  THRIFT  AT  TERLTON 

TERLTON,  First  State  Bank,  E.  L.  Epperson,  Cashier:  "The 
Prohibition  policies  have  indeed  been  helpful  in  many  ways  to  the 
banking  interests.  In  this  part  of  the  state  it  has  helped  some  to 
meet  their  obligations  in  a  more  satisfactory  way.  Prohibition  has 
done  much  to  promote  the  commercial  prosperity  in  our  section.  It 
has  resulted  in  a  great  many  instances  in  increased  thrift.  We 
would  not  recommend,  under  any  consideration,  the  adoption  of  the 
license  policy,  not  only  for  the  thrift  and  prosperity  within  itself 
alone,  but  from  a  moral  standpoint  as  well." 

TEXHOMA,  Farmers'  State  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes." 
(3)    "Yes."     (4)    "No." 

TEXHOMA,  Guaranty  State  Bank:  (i)  "Yes,  decidedly." 
(2)  "Yes."  (3)  "Yes."  (4)  "No.  Never.  Give  us  nation-wide  Pro- 
hibition." 

THOMAS,  First  National  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3) 
'Yes."    (4)   "No." 
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TUPELO,  Fanners'  State  Bank,  R.  N.  Armstrong,  President: 
(i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3)  "Yes."  (4)  "I  would  prefer  strict  Pro- 
hibition and  would  like  it  enforced  to  the  letter.  The  law  is  violated 
very  much,  but  it  is  better  than  open  saloons." 

TUTTLE,  Bank  of  Tuttle:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3)  "Yes." 
(4)  "No." 

VALLIANT,  Farmers'  State  Guaranty  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2) 
"Yes."    (3)   "Yes."    (4)  "No." 

VIAN,  First  National  Bonk:    (i)  "Yes."    (2)  "Yes."    (3)  'Yes." 

VmiTA,  First  State  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3)  "Yes." 
(4)    "No." 

WAUKOMIS,  Waukomis  National  Bank,  Charles  M.  Johnston, 
President:  _  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3)  "Yes."  (4)  "No.  I  base 
my  conclusion  on  eight  years  as  a  banker." 

WELSH,  Bank  of  Welsh:  (i)  "I  think  so."  (2)  "It  is  a  big 
help."    (3)   "No."    (4)   "No.    The  saloon  don't  mix  with  business." 

WIBURTON,  Citizens'  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3) 
"Yes."    (4)  "No." 

WISTER,  First  State  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3) 
"Yes."    (4)  "No." 

WOODVILLE,  First  National  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes." 
(3)    "Yes."     (4)    "No." 

WYANDOTTE,  Bank  of  Wyandotte:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes." 
(3)    "Yes."    (4)    "No." 

THE  "CUSSED  CURSE" 

WYNNEWOOD,  Southern  National  Bank,  W.  B.  Crump, 
President:  "I  hope  the  cussed  curse  will  be  wiped  out  of  the  world. 
It  is  a  curse  to  humanity,  makes  criminals,  debauching  the  minds 
of  the  people,  making  cripples,  making  poverty,  making  degenerates 
and  would  finally  bring  heathenism  into  the  world." 

YALE,  Yale  State  Bank:  (i)  "It  has  been  very  helpful."  (2) 
"It  has,  noticeably."  (3)  "It  has."  (4)  "Nothing  short  of  national 
Prohibition  will  do." 

YUKON,  First  National  Bank:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Yes."  (3) 
"Yes."     (4)    "NO." 

ONLY   SIX   BANKERS  AGAINST   PROHIBITION 

Out  of  the  134  replies  received,  only  six  declare  against  Prohi- 
bition, and  one  of  these,  Mr.  Dale  of  Yale,  favors  national  Prohi- 
bition.   Their  replies  are  given  below : 

YALE,  Yale  State  Bank,  O.  C.  Dale,  President:  "I  believe  that 
state  Prohibition  proves  to  be  a  failure,  as  I  have  been  in  five  or  six 
Prohibition  states.  I  do  believe  in  a  nation-wide  Prohibition,  but  as 
it  is  now,  I  had  far  rather  have  licensed  saloons." 

SENTINEL,  First  National  Bank:  "The  people  that  drink 
very  little  whisky  are  now  resorting  to  patent  medicines  for  a 
beverage,  which  we  feel  like  will  cause  them  more  bodily  injury 
than  the  amount  of  whisky  they  formerly  drank." 
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CANUTE,  First  State  Bank:  (i)  "No."  (2)  "No."  (3)  "No." 
(4)   "Yes." 

WANETTE,  State  National  Bank:  (i)"No."  (2)  "No."  (3) 
"No."  (4)  "Yes.  Prohibition  increases  taxes  and  encourages  crook- 
edness.   It  makes  a  hypocrite  of  an  American  citizen." 

KREBS,  Bank  of  Krebs,  M.  J.  Shrimer,  President:  (i)  "Don't 
know."  (2)  "No."  (3)  "Don't  believe  it  has."  (4)  "Yes".  "Two- 
thirds  of  the  people  of  this  city  are  foreign  born." 

ARAPAHOE,  First  National  Bank:  (i)  "No.  Not  that  I 
can  notice."     (2)    "No."     (3)    "No."     (4)    "Yes." 

Of  the  six  bankers  who  think  that  Prohibition  is  a  bad  thing, 
two  appear  to  be  influenced  in  their  opinions  by  un-American  con- 
siderations. In  reply  to  a  letter  of  inquiry  to  a  responsible  citizen 
of  Arapahoe,  the  following  information  was  received  regarding  the 
First  National  Bank  of  that  place : 

"Mr.  W.   E.  Johnson,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

"Dear  Sir: — Yours  of  24th  at  hand  regarding  questions  submitted  to  the 
First  National  Bank  of  this  place. 

"Mr.  Jack  Carlberg,  of  Swedish  blood — 45  or  SO  years  of  age — is  president. 
Apparently  he  has  always  been  in  favor  of  saloons — is  a  Republican  wheel- 
horse,  and  it  would  seem  he  is  opposed  to  anything  Oklahoma  might  do, 
whether  for  better  or  worse,  if  it  is  of  Democratic  origin.  He  apparently  is 
still  pro-German.  Has  done  little  or  nothing  to  promote  the  bonds  and  seems 
to  be  crosswise  with  the  world  about  him.  I  am  sorry  to  say  he  seems  to  be 
gradually  going  the  wrong  way.  He  is  strictly  moral  and  honest — has  a  nice 
family,  a  competent  business  man  and  reliable.  His  bank  has  been  successful 
but  his  patriotic  spirit  which  seems  to  be  for  the  Faderland  is  not  a  foretoken." 


S3 


TEN  YEARS  OF  PROHIBITION  IN  OKLAHOMA 

OKLAHOMA  MAYORS   PRAISE  PROHI- 
BITION STATE -WIDE  LAW 

The  Mayor,  probably,  comes  in  more  intimate  touch  with  all 
classes  of  people  than  any  other  public  official.  He  is  the  spokesman 
for  the  town.  He  controls  the  police  force  and  presides  at  the 
sessions  of  the  city  council.  He  is  appealed  to  to  help  out  the 
children's  picnic.  The  banker  comes  to  him  for  this  and  that.  The 
mother  comes  to  complain  of  her  drunken  husband.  The  pool  hall 
man  wants  to  keep  open  as  late  at  night  as  possible.  The  preacher 
wants  to  hold  a  street  meeting.  The  newspapers  go  to  the  Mayors 
to  help  promote  public  enterprises.  The  Mayor  touches  every  side 
of  municipal  life,  the  civic,  the  moral,  the  religious,  the  industrial 
and  the  business. 

In  my  inquiry  into  the  effect  of  Prohibition  in  Oklahoma,  like 
everybody  else,  I  appealed  to  the  Mayors,  sending  out  the  follow- 
ing questions  to  every  Mayor  in  Oklahoma  of  a  city  of  300  and 
upwards  as  contained  in  Clason's  Guide  to  the  state.  These  are  the 
questions   submitted : 

(i)  "From  the  standpoint  of  one  charged  with  the  administra- 
tion of  municipal  affairs,  do  you  believe  that  the  state-wide  Prohi- 
bition policy  of  Oklahoma  produces  the   best  all  round  results?" 

(2)  "Does  it  retard  or  promote  the  growth  and  prosperity  of 
community?" 

(3)  "Would  you  advise  a  change  to  a  license  policy?" 

SEVENTY-ONE  DRYS;  FIVE  WETS 

Seventy-six  replies  were  received  to  the  questions.  Of  thise 
76  replies,  71  were  emphatically  in  favor  of  the  dry  policy  and  only 
five  favored  a  return  to  license.  The  showing  is  most  remarkable 
for  its  unanimity. 

The  replies  from  the  Mayors  are  here  given  in  alphabetical 
order  according  to  towns,  the  drys  being  given  first  place.  The 
wets  "close  the  debate."  The  replies  are  numbered  to  correspond 
to  the  numbers  attached  to  the  questions. 

ALTUS,  S.  E.  Hickman,  Mayor:  "For  various  reasons,  I  am 
of  the  opinion  that  state-wide  Prohibition  produces  the  best  results. 
The  rule  prohibiting  the  use  of  alcohol  by  the  students  of  the  An- 
napolis and  other  government  institutions,  even  though  they  have 
reached  their  majority,  is  a  recognition  of  the  injurious  effect  of 
alcohol,  as  is  also  the  new  law  prohibiting  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors  in  our  army  regardless  of  age.  State-wide  Prohibition  adds 
greater  moral  strength  in  the  country.  The  farmer  adds  to  the 
wealth  of  a  nation  without  subtracting  from  the  wealth  of  any  indi- 
vidual. Under  the  pretense  of  securing  for  cities  the  right  to  govern 
themselves,  license  gives  the  cities  the  right  to  sell  only  to  the  people 
who  licensed  them,  but  also  in  the  agricultural  communities.  Food 
grains  should  not  be  converted  into  alcohol  nor  should  we  permit 
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such  an  unpatriotic  thing  as  to  impair  the  strength  of  those  now  in 
the  army  or  of  those  that  mav  be  needed  at  the  front." 

ARDMORE:  (i)  "Yes.""  (2)  "It  promotes."  (3)  "No.  Prohi- 
bition that  prohibits  is  the  best  for  all  countries." 

BEAVER:  (i)  "It  certainly  does."  (2)  "It  promotes  pros- 
perity and  happiness."    (3)    "No." 

BENNINGTON,  /.  W.  B.  Allen,  Mayor:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "It 
promotes  prosperity  first,  last  and  all  the  time."  (3)  "No.  NO. 
Whisky  never  helps  anybody.  It  robs  men  of  will  power,  honestj' 
and  everything." 

BIXBY,  E.  E.  Norvell,  Mayor:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "It  promotes 
progress."  (3)  "I  would  not.  The  law  is  O.  K.  All  we  need  is 
officers  to  enforce  it." 

BILLINGS:  d)  "I  do."  (2)  "It  certainly  promotes  prosperity 
of  the  community."' 

THE  SALOON  THE  GREATEST  CURSE  OF  THE  AGE 

BLUE  JACKET,  H.  S.  Maloney,  Mayor:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "It 
promotes."  (3)  "No.  I  regard  the  liquor  and  beer  business  as  the 
greatest  curse  of  the  age.  I  place  an  individual  who  sells  booze  in 
the  same  standard  as  a  horse  thief  or  train  robber." 

BRITTON,  /.  E.  Yound.  M.  D.,  Mayor:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "It 
promotes."  (3)  "No.  No.  NO.  Prohibition  reduces  crime,  builds 
up   good   society   and   meets    God's   approval." 

BROKEN  ARROW:    (i)  'Yes."    (2)  "It  promotes "    (3>)  "No." 

BUTLER:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "It  promotes."  (3)  "No.  The  poor 
widows  and  children  need  the  money  which  is  otherwise  used  for 
liquor." 

CALERA,  Albert  Leet,  Mayor:  "I  believe  state-wide  Prohibi- 
tion would  certainly  be  best.  It  would  promote  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  any  community,  make  for  the  betterment  of  every- 
thing, make  better  men  and  women,  make  for  the  betterment  of 
churches  and  schools.  Count  me  and  these  people  for  that.  That 
will  build  up  and  improve  mankind." 

CALVIN,  C.  H.  Wilbanks,  Mayor: ^  (i)  "Yes"  (3)  "No. 
Liqour  degrades  a  community  in  proportion  to  the  amount  used." 

CARMEN.  /.  O.  Burroughs,  Mayor:  (i)  'Y'es.  A  sober  man 
will  buy  more  intelligently  than  a  boozer."  (2)  "It  promotes.  People 
buy  necessaries  and  make  permanent  improvements."  (3)  "No. 
People  don't  have  to  have  liquors  to  live.    Absolutely  no." 

CHATTANOOGA:    (i)  "Yes."    (2)  "It  promotes "    (3)  "No." 

CHECOTAH,  E.  M.  Hill  Mayor:  (i)  "Yes."  (3)  "No.  I 
think  that  Prohibition  produces  better  citizens  and  they  produce 
thrift  and  economy." 

COLLINSVILLE,  F.  A.  Wright.  Mayor:  (i)  "Good  to  the 
extent  of  their  enforcement."  (2)  "Promotes  legitimate  business." 
(3)  "No." 

COMANCHE,  E.  B.  Wolfe,  Mayor:  (1)  "Yes."  (3)  "No. 
Liquor  weakens   the   mind,   destroys   the   earning   capacity   of   the 
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man,  lowers  his   standing  in  the  community,  brings  suffering  and 

hunger  to  the  wife  and  children  and  unpleasantness  in  the  home. 

Our  laws  are  not  bad,  if  they  were  enforced,  but  they  are  not." 

COMMERCE,  /.  L.  Denton,  Mayor:    (i)   "Yes.    Yes.    YES.' 

(3)  "No.    Whisky  only  makes  a  fool  out  of  any  one."' 

CRESCENT.  Arno  Beyer,  Mayor:    (i)   "Yes."    (3)   "No." 
CUSHING,  George  A.  Dungan,  Mayor:    (i)  "I  believe  it  does." 

(2)  "It  promotes  alwavs.   It  has  done  so  here  in  Cushing.    (3")  "No" 
DUSTIN:     (i)    "Yes."    (2)   "In  my  mind,  it  promotes." 
DELAWARE.   W.  B.  Dimlap,  Mayor:     (i)    "Yes."    (3)   "No. 

There  couldn't  be  but  one  side  to  such  a  question." 

SPEAKS  FROM  EXPERIENCE 

DUNCAN,  R.  W.  Cline,  Mayor:  "I  consider  any  city  fortu- 
nate to  be  under  the  policy  of  state-wide  Prohibition,  and  I  am 
sure  the  best  results  are  obtained  from  such  a  policy.  It  not  only 
promotes  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  a  community,  but  it  elevates 
the  standard  of  its  citizenship.  I  certainly  would  regret  to  see  our 
state  change  to  a  license  policy.  Having  had  charge  of  a  municipal 
court  for  many  years,  I  am  sure  from  my  experience  that  90  per 
cent  of  the  charges  that  have  come  before  my  court  have  been 
caused  directlv  or  indirectly  by  the  use  of  intoxicants." 

DUSTIN,  W.  N.  Melton,  Mayor:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "It  pro- 
motes a  good  healthy  growth."  (3)  "Never.  After  years  of  service 
as  an  officer  in  our  town,  I  must  state  that  booze  here  has  been  re- 
sponsible for  murder,  theft  and  failure  to  meet  obligations,  spend- 
ing, disturbing  the  peace,  etc.,  and  that  under  Prohibition  as  it  exists 
now  and  did  exist  under  Federal  control  before  statehood.  Our 
citizenship  in  general  does  not  endorse  drinking  enough  to  ever 
permit  the  licensed  saloons  being  properly  controlled." 

EDMOND.  /.  W.  Camp,  Mayor:    (i)  "I  do." 

ELK  CITY:     (2)   "It  promotes."    (3)    "No." 

ENID:  (i)  "By  far."  (2)  "It  is  better  in  eevry  way."  (3) 
"Never.  Prohibition  is  for  the  betterment  of  all  classes  and  all  kinds 
of  trade." 

FORT  GIBSON,  Dr.  W.  B.  Master,  J.  P.:  "In  this  time  of 
worldwide  war  it  would  be  awful  to  have  whisky  sold  here.  Put 
whisky  out  of  our  country.  It  is  a  hard  proposition  at  best.  I  am 
oppojsed  to  whisky  and  always  voted  against  it." 

LIVED  UNDER  BOTH  SYSTEMS 

GEARY.  L.  E.  Troxel.  Mayor:  (i)  "I  believe  that  state-wide 
Prohibition  does  produce  the  best  results."  (2)  "It  does  not  retard 
the  growth  and  prosperity  but  promotes  it."  (3)  "I  would  not  advise 
a  change,  as  the  one  we  have  is  good  enough.  My  reasons  for  the 
above  are  that  I  have  had  a  chance  to  view  the  matter  from  both 
sides,  having  lived  where  there  was  no  Prohibition  and  where  there 
was  and,  of  the  two,  I  choose  to  live  in  a  Prohibition  state,  as  there 
is  more  pleasure  in  life  for  a  man." 
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GRANDFIELD,  R.  L.  Winchell,  Mayor:  (i)  'Tes."  (2)  "It  is 
a  boon  to  any  community."  (3)  "No.  Never.  Having  lived  in  both 
wet  and  dry  towns,  I  base  my  answers  on  my  experience.  Saloons 
are  a  detriment  to  any  town.  There  is  no  reasonable  argument  for 
them." 

GRANITE:    (i)  "Yes."    (2)  "I  think  it  promotes."    (3)  "No." 
HARTSHORNE:    (i)  "Yes."    (2)  "It  promotes."    (3)  "No." 
HINTON:    (i)   "Yes."    (2)   "It  promotes."    (3)   "No.    People 
here  are  satisfied  with  Prohibition." 

HOLDENVILLE,  W.  L.  McFall,  Mayor:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "It 
promotes  the  growth  and  prosperit>-."  (3)  "No.  As  a  practicing 
attorney,  ex-county  attorney  and  ex-police  judge  in  old  Oklahoma 
before  Prohibition,  and  as  Mayor  of  our  city,  I  am  sure  Prohibi- 
tion is  a  success." 

HOOKER,  A.  D.  Browner,  Mayor:  (i)  'Yes."  (2)  "It  pro- 
motes." (3)  'TSTo.  We  have  had  licensed  saloons.  Prohibition  and 
the  bone-drj-  law  here  since  Hooker  was  incorporated  and  never 
more  prosperity  and  better  churches,  schools,  etc.,  than  now." 

MIXED  AT  HOWE 

HOWE,  /.  /.  Kyle,  Mayor:  (i)  "I  don't  believe  it  does."  (2) 
"It  does,  in  my  judgment"  (3)  "Yes.  It  causes  hides,  stills  and 
bootleggers." 

To  further  make  sure  that  this  was  right,  this  return  was  mailed 
to  Mr.  W.  B.  Emery  of  Howe  with  a  request  that  he  ascertain  if 
the  same  was  genuine  and  represented  the  Mayor.  The  following 
reply  was  received  from  Mr.  Emery :  "Our  Mayor,  Mr.  J.  J.  Kyle, 
is  for  state-wide  Prohibition  and  asks  me  to  so  state  in  answer 
to  above." 

KAW,  S.  J.  Hughes,  Mayor:  (3)  "No.  It  don't  bother  me, 
as  I  can  drink  or  let  it  alone." 

KENEFIC,  F.  Brem,  Mayor:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "It  promotes.  It 
is  for  the  best  interests  of  humanity'." 

KINGFISHER:    (i)  "Yes."    (3)  "No." 

KREBS:     (i)    "Yes."    (2)   "Yes."    (3)    "No." 

LA  VERNE,  W.  P.  Lane,  Mayor:  (i)  "State-wide  Prohibition 
is  all  right  for  me.  I  endorse  it  first,  last  and  always."  (2)  "It 
improves  any  town,  county,  state  or  nation  that  will  adopt  it.  Away 
with  the  saloons  for  me.  My  reason  for  feeling  that  way  against 
the  accursed  stuff  is,  I  know  so  many  families  that  have  been  ruined 
by  using  it,  and  there  are  thousands  of  other  reasons  that  I  could 
give,  but  this  is  enough." 

LEXINTGON,  Ed.  Low,  Chairman  Board  of  Trustees:  "My 
judgment  is  that  state-wide  Prohibition  has  immeasurably  improved 
the  condition  of  our  state,  and  its  people,  financially,  morally  and 
physically.  Prohibition  has  unquestionably  promoted  growth  and 
prosperity  in  our  communit>^  and  I  certainly  would  not  advise  a 
change  back  to  the  license  policy.  Respectfully  I  beg  to  remain 
yours  in  the  service  for  continued  Prohibition  and  prosperit>'." 
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LONE  WOLFE:  (i)  "I  certainly  do."  (2)  "It  promotes." 
(3)  "National  Prohibition  first  and  all  time  to  come." 

M'CURTAIN:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "It  promotes  growth,  in  my 
judgment."    (3)   "No." 

M'LOUD:    (i)   "Yes."    (2)   "Promotes."    (3)   "No." 

MORRIS,  W.  Link,  Mayor:  (i)  "I  think  Prohibition  should 
be  nation-wide.  State-wide  is  expensive  and  results  are  not  very 
good."  (2)  "Don't  materially  affect  growth  either  way."  (3) 
"Think  we  should  have  nation-wide  Prohibition  or  very  high 
license." 

MADILL,  A.  A.  Kelley,  Mayor:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Promotes." 
(3)  "No." 

MANNSVILLE,  /.  H.  Washburn,  Mayor:  (i)  "I  think  that 
state  Prohibition  of  Oklahoma  produces  the  best  results  possible." 
(2)  "It  promotes  growth  and  prosperity.  Since  the  bone-dry  law 
went  into  effect,  there  has  not  been  a  single  case  of  drunkenness  in 
Mannsville."  (3)  "As  to  license,  I  would  never  consent  to  the 
change.  Men  are  paying  old  debts,  three  to  five  years  old,  that 
never  would  have  been  paid  if  they  could  have  bought  whisky.  I 
will  not  be  content  until  every  still  and  brewery  is  closed  for  all 
time.  I  do  not  understand  why  the  government  does  not  shut  down 
the  beer  mills  as  they  are  helping  the  Germans  to  hold  on  and  are 
hindering  the  U.  S.  government." 

MOUNDS:  (i)  "I  do."  (2)  "I  believe  it  promotes."  (3)  "No. 
I  base  my  conclusions  on  past  observation  of  the  liquor  traffic  in 
Oklahoma." 

OKMULGEE,  O.  K.  Peck,  Mayor:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Promotes, 
undoubtedly."  (3)  "No.  Indeed.  Why?  Because  the  laboring  man's 
wife  and  children  are  better  fed,  better  clothed  and  better  shod 
under  the  conditions  as  they  now  exist,  and  the  home  is  happier." 

OLUSTEE:    (i)   "Yes."    (2)   "Promotes."    (3)   "No." 

PAWHUSKA,  James  A.  Weiselogel,  Mayor:  (i)  "Yes."  (2) 
"Promotes."  (3)  "No.  Under  no  conditions.  Prohibition  betters 
a  community  in  every  way.  It  lessens  the  crime  and  reduces  the 
cost  of  prosecutions  and  taking  care  of  offenders  to  a  small  per  cent. 
It  makes  people  more  happy  and  contented  and  makes  business  more 
prosperous." 

PAWNEE,  E.  D.  Colvin,  Mayor:  "State-wide  Prohibition  has 
greatly  improved  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  this  community  and 
has  almost  eliminated  the  county  and  city  charges.  Under  no  cir- 
cumstances would  I  advise  a  change  to  the  license  policy.  There  is 
only  one  thing  better  than  state-wide  Prohibition,  and  that  is  na- 
tional  Prohibition." 

POTEAU,  C.  M.  Bagwell,  Mayor:  (i)  "Having  had  charge 
of  the  affairs  of  our  city  since  May  of  this  year,  as  Mayor  and 
police  judge,  I  have  had  but  two  cases  of  drunkenness  before  my 
court  and,  speaking  from  past  observation,  I  am  sure  that  had  it 
not  been  for  our  Prohibition  laws,  I  would  have  been  compelled  to 
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impose  a  great  many  fines,  and  many  of  them  against  poor  people 
to  the  detriment  of  their  families." 

(2)  "It  does  not  only  promote  the  prosperity  of  our  cit>',  but 
avoids  family  troubles  incident  to  the  habit  of  husbands  and  fathers 
getting  drunk  and  causing  family  disturbances." 

(3)  "I  would  not  advise  a  change  to  the  license  policy  for  sev- 
eral reasons,  one  of  which  is  that  the  poor  class  of  people,  in  a 
great  many  instances,  would  spend  their  wages  for  drink  to  the 
great  detriment  of  their  families.  My  observation  has  been  that 
whisk}'  has  always  been  a  corrupting  element  in  the  politics  of  our 
country-,  at  least  in  many  localities,  and  our  Prohibition  laws  have 
almost  done  away  with  that  means  of  political  corruption.  I  could 
give  various  reasons  for  my  position,  should  I  deem  it  necessary, 
but  I  do  not  believe  that  any  are  so  blind  that  they  cannot  see  that 
the  change  is  for  the  betterment  of  our  conditions  under  Prohi- 
bition." 

PRYOR,  R.  A.  Wilkerson,  Mayor:  (i)  "I  am  convinced  that 
state-wide  Prohibition  in  Oklahoma  produces  the  best  results."  (2) 
"Prohibition  promotes  the  growth  and  prosperity-  of  a  community-." 
(3)  "I  would  not,  under  any  circumstances,  advise  a  change  to  the 
license  policy.  Since  the  wealth  of  a  state  or  nation,  insofar  as  its 
citizenship  is  concerned,  is  measured  by  the  brain,  brawn  and  moral 
character  of  its  citizens,  and  since  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors 
has  a  strong  tendency  to  break  down  and  destroy  mind,  muscle  and 
moral  character,  I  am  in  favor  of  Prohibition  because  it  reduces  the 
sale  and  use  of  intoxicating  liquors." 

RANDLETT:    (i)  "Yes."    (2)  "Yes."    (3)  "No." 

ROFF,  B.  E.  Brarelton.  Mayor:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "It  builds  up." 
(3)  "No.   I  have  lived  in  Oklahoma  long  enough  to  tell." 

RUSH  SPRINGS,  A.  L.  Evans.  Mayor:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "I 
think  it  promotes."  (3)  "No.  No  whislq-  of  any  kind.  I  think  that 
any  intoxicating  liquor  is  a  detriment  to  any  community-.  Any  city 
or  village  will  prosper  better  without  anything  of  the  sort.  It  means 
the  betterment  of  our  families,  especially  the  young  men." 

SALLISAW,  W.  M.  Francis.  Town  Justice:  (i)  "I  certainly 
do.  Emphatically,  yes."  (3)  "No  license  should  be  issued  to  anyone 
to  sell  intoxicants.  It  ruins  the  morals  of  our  men.  also  sometimes, 
to  our  shame,  the  women.  I  believe  it  causes  more  trouble  and  dis- 
satisfaction in  families  than  any  one  thing  in  the  world.  It  causes 
homes  to  be  broken  up  by  debauched  husbands.  I  have  fought  the 
liquor  business  for  forty  years." 

SHAWNEE:  (3)  "No.  We  have  now  a  better  class  of  citi- 
zens." 

STIGLER:  (1)  "Yes."  (2)  "It  promotes."  (3)  "I  am  a  strong 
believer  in  Prohibition." 

STILWELL:    (i)    "Yes  '    (3)   "No." 
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CHANGING  CONDITIONS 

TALEQUAH,  R.  H.  Crouch,  Mayor:  (i)  "I  believe  that  the 
state-wide  policy  of  Oklahoma  produces  the  best  results  that  can 
be  obtained  when  officers  in  charge  of  the  administration  do  their 
duty,  and  I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  state-wide  Prohibition,  and 
believe  in  enforcing  the  laws."  (2)  "State-wide  Prohibition,  under 
no  circumstances,  can  retard  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  a  com- 
munity with  desirable  citizens.  On  the  other  hand,  my  observation 
and  experience  has  been,  that  where  the  law  is  properly  adminis- 
tered, the  growth  and  prosperity  of  all  such  communities  have  been 
greatly  promoted.  It  induces  a  better  class  of  citizens  to  such  a 
community."  (3)  "Under  no  circumstances  can  I  ever  advise  a 
change  to  the  license  policy.  In  our  part  of  the  state,  we  have  been 
placed  under  peculiar  conditions  since  statehood.  Our  citizens  are 
of  a  mixed  race  of  whites  and  Indians.  Prohibition  had  been  in 
force  here  prior  to  statehood,  and  owing  to  the  class  of  citizens  we 
had,  they  looked  upon  the  superior  force  of  the  American  govern- 
ment in  enforcing  Prohibition  here  as  an  encroachment  on  their 
civil  rights.  When  statehood  came,  they  took  advantage  of  our  dis- 
organized conditions,  and  the  illicit  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  was 
a  very  common  thing.  But  as  we  have  developed  and  new  people 
have  come  into  our  country,  the  conditions  have  materially  changed 
and  the  bootlegger  is  gradually  weeded  out." 

TECUMSEH,  Clarence  Robinson,  Mayor:  (i)  "The  state- 
wide Prohibition  policy  has  not  been  perfect  by  any  means,  and  may 
not  produce  'the  best  results,'  but  it  produces  results  decidedly  bet- 
ter than  the  wide  open  policy  existing  before  statehood." 

(2)  "Do  not  think  it  affects  the  economic  conditions  of  the 
average  community  materially,  one  way  or  the  other.  I  think  it  is 
not  a  proper  part  of  the  discussion  concerning  Prohibition  or  other- 
wise. For  a  short  time  after  Prohibition  goes  into  effect  the  whisky 
lover  will  go  where  he  can  get  his  dram,  and  will  probably  take 
his  business  there.  But  he  will  soon  drop  into  his  usual  trade  habits, 
and  hunt  the  drink  place  only  when  he  wants  a  drink,  and  for  no 
other  purpose.    People  generally  trade  where  it  is  most  convenient." 

(3)  "I  would  not  advise  a  return  to  the  license  policy.  I  have 
lived  in  Pottawatomie  county  for  more  than  25  years.  Conditions 
are  better  at  this  time  than  ever  before,  partly  due  to  high  prices 
of  farm  products.  Partly  due  to  the  fact  that  the  country  is  more 
settled,  partly  due  to  better  moral  conditions.  Prohibition  is  to  a 
limited  extent  responsible  for  the  better  conditions,  in  my  judgment. 
The  number  of  drunks,  and  other  forms  of  crime  have  been  very 
greatlv  decreased  in  the  last  few  vears." 

THOMAS,  W.  W.  Parker,  Mayor:  (i)  "I  feel  sure  that  the 
policy  of  state-wide  Prohibition  produces  the  best  results.  It  pro- 
motes substantial  and  desirable  growth.  It  creates  an  ideal  atmos- 
phere."   (3)  "I  would  not  advise  a  change  to  the  license  policv." 

TONKAWA,  R.  L.  Johnson,  Mayor:  (i)  "Yes."  _  (2)  "It  pro- 
motes by  making  a  better  community  for  people  to  live  in."    (3)  "No. 
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Not  by  any  means.   We  have  a  better  class  of  people  in  a  temper- 
ance town  than  in  a  license  town.    I  have  tried  both." 

YUKON,  H.  B.  Bass,  Mayor:  (i)  "In  my  estimation,  the  state- 
wide Prohibition  policy  of  Oklahoma  is  absolutely  producing  the 
best  all  round  results."  (2)  "It  does  promote  the  growth  and  pros- 
perity of  a  community  in  a  permanent  way."  (3)  "I  would  not  ad- 
vise a  change  to  the  license  policv." 

V^'ESTYllAJE,M.R.  Little,  Mayor:  (i)  "Yes."  (3)  "No.  Pro- 
hibition is  the  only  thing  for  a  city,  countj'  or  state ;  yes,  I  might  say, 
for  the  world.  God  speed  the  day  when  we  will  have  national  Pro- 
hibition." 

WETUMKA,  H.  H.  Hohnan,  Mayor:  (i)  "Emphatically  yes." 
(2)  "It  proomtes  a  good,  substantial  growth."  (3)  "Emphatically, 
NO.  I  have  had  experience  in  living  in  communities  about  such  as 
this  where  the  saloon  existed  and  I  speak  from  personal  knowledge 
that  the  Prohibition  community  is  far  more  prosperous,  its  people 
are  far  more  honorable,  more  certain  of  their  obligations  and  have 
happier  homes." 

WIRT,  Frank  McPhail,  Mayor:  (2)  "Promotes."  (3)  "Abso- 
lute  Prohibition." 

FIVE  LONE  WETS  HAVE  THEIR  SAY 
HASKELL,  /.  C.  Scully,  Mayor:  (i)  "No.  I  would  be  in 
favor  of  local  option  as  Prohibition  prohibits  as  far  as  I  can  see 
in  eastern  Oklahoma."  i'^)  "Yes.  I  would  think  that  any  local 
communitj-  would  be  in  better  shape  to  know  what  they  want.  As 
it  is  now,  the  bootleggers  are  getting  double  prices  for  inferior 
goods." 

LEHIGH,  Fred  Westerman,  Mayor:  (i)  "I  am  heartily  in 
favor  of  local  option  and  high  license."  (2)  "I  would  rather  think 
it  would  promote  the  growth  of  a  community  and  do  away  with 
the  lawless  element  of  the  so-called  bootleggers  in  eastern  Okla- 
homa." 

MIAMI;  (i)  "No."  (2)  "Retards"  (3)  "Y£s.  It  is  the  in- 
cubator for  crime  and  disregard  for  law." 

OKEENE,  P.  M.  Rupert,  Mayor:  "This  vicinity  would  rather 
have  license." 

POND  CREEK,  M.  L.  Thomas,  Mayor:  (i)  "No."  (2)  "It 
does  not  promote."    (3)   "Yes." 

Curious  to  probe  a  little  deeper  into  Pond  Creek,  I  sent  a  copy 
of  the  Mayor's  return  to  a  responsible  citizen  of  the  town  and  re- 
ceived  the   following  information   in   reply : 

"Relative  to  the  Mayor  of  our  town  taking  a  stand  against  Prohibition,  I 
will  say  that  I  am  not  surpri?ed  in  the  least.  Unfortunately,  our  town  is  one 
that  does  not  pay  its  o.  .ceis.  The  only  pay  the  Mayor  receives  is  advice  and 
criticism.  The  best  citizens  have  served  their  turn  and  have  received  their  pay. 
It  is  next  to  impossible  to  get  a  decent  man  to  act  in  the  capacity  of  Mayor 
in  this  town.  Last  fall,  when  the  office  was  made  vacant,  the  present  Mayor, 
Mr.  M.  L.  Thomas,  was  the  only  candidate  for  the  place.  All  our  efforts  to 
induce  a  good  man  to  run  were  unavailing,  so  Mr.  Thomas  was  elected  without 
opposition.  In  some  respects,  he  is  a  good  citizen,  but  the  man's  disposition  is 
so  warped  and  twisted  that  he  is  constitutionally  against  anything  that  anyone 
else  favors.  His  attitude  does  not  express  the  sentiment  of  the  town  and  com- 
munity in  any  respect." 
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OKLAHOMA  JUDGES  ON  STATE-WIDE 
PROHIBITION 

When  in  doubt  about  any  matter  of  public  policy,  take  your 
troubles  to  the  judge.  He  sits  on  the  bench  to  decide  things.  He 
is  appointed  or  elected  for  that  purpose.  He  weighs  the  evidence, 
examines  the  law,  studies  the  facts  and  decides.   That  is  his  business. 

So  to  each  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  District  Judges  in  Okla- 
homa, I  propounded  the   following  searching  question : 

"Has  the  Prohibition  policy  in  Oklahoma  enhanced  or  retarded 
public  viorals,  law  and  order,  and  the  administration  of  justice  f" 

Thirteen  replies  were  received.  Justice  Kane  of  the  Supreme 
bench  wrote  that  he  was  too  busy  fighting  the  Germans  to  reply  at 
this  time.  Three  district  justices  were  dissatisfied  with  what  had 
been  accomplished  under  Prohibition,  but  neither  of  them  were 
ready  to  return  to  the  saloon  system.  The  other  respondents,  in- 
cluding two  justices  of  the  Supreme  bench,  were  strong  in  their 
appreciation  of  what  state-wide  Prohibition  has  accomplished  for 
the  uplift  of  the  state.   Their  replies  are  here  given : 

"OKLAHOMA    MADE    NO    MISTAKE,"    SAYS    JUSTICE 
THACKER 

"SUPREME    COURT 
"STATE   OF   OKLAHOMA 

"Oklahoma,  Okla.,  October  25th,   1917. 
"Mr.  W.  E.  Johnson,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

"My  Dear  Sir:  Answering  your  letters  of  the  16th  and  19th  insts.,  permit 
me  to  say:  In  my  opinion  Oklahoma  made  no  mistake  in  adopting  and  con- 
tinuing the  policy  of  Prohibition  of  the  traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors.  In  my 
opinion,  its  policy  in  this  regard  has  elevated  the  appreciation  of  public  morals, 
law  and  order,  and  the  administration  of  justice.  In  my  opinion  it  has  almost, 
though  not  quite,  stamped  out  the  drink  evil,  except  in  a  comparatively  few 
communities  where  the  good  in  public  sentiment  has  not  yet  become  suf- 
ficiently virile  to  demand  and  give  the  requisite  aid  in  the  enforcement  of  the 
law,   although   I   beWeve  it  will  ultimately  do   so. 

"It  has  removed  the  saloon  influence  from  politics  in  this  state  ;  and  what- 
ever drink  evil  remains,  I  am  constramed  to  believe  is  scarcely  noticeable  to 
the  average  citizen  except  in  a  few  localities.  In  these  portions  of  the  state  in 
which  I  am  best  acquainted,  the  effect  of  Prohibition  has  been  strikingly 
wholesome.  Yours  very  truly, 

CMT-R  "CHAS.   M.  THACKER." 

"WOULD  DISEASE  PROMOTE  HEALTH?"  ASKS 

JUSTICE  BRETT 

"SUPREME   COURT 
"Oklahoma  City,   Okla.,  October  25th,   1917. 
"Mr.  William  E.  Johnson,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

"Dear  Sir:  You  asked  me  to  answer  briefly  the  question:  'Has  the  Pro- 
hibition policy  in  Oklahoma  enhanced  or  retarded  public  morals,  law  and 
order,   and   the   administration   of  justice?' 

"That  question  to  my  mind  is  very  much  as  if  one  should  ask,  would 
the  elimination  of  disease  'enhance  or  retard  the  death  rate,  funeral  services, 
and  burials?'  For  all  men  know,  and  every  honest  man  in  Oklahoma  will, 
without  hesitance,  admit  that  'the  Prohibition  policy  in  Oklahoma'  has  almost 
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elimirated  drunkenness  within  the  boundaries  of  the  state.  I  have  a  little  girl 
12  years  old,  who  recently  asked  me,  'Father,  how  do  drunk  men  do?'  She 
had  no  recollection  of  ever  having  seen  one;  and  why  had  she  never  seen  one? 
Xot  bcause  the  men  in  Oklahoma  are  any  better  than  we  were,  or  than  the 
men  were  in  the  old  community  in  which  we  were  reared;  but  because  'The 
Prohibition  policy  in  Oklahoma'  had  made  it  possible  for  every  man  in  the 
state — even  the  unfortunate  and  the  weak — to  remain  as  nature  had  created 
him,  both  sober  and  a  gentleman  ;  unless  he  was  hell-bent  on  becoming  drunk. 
"And,  any  man  who  will  not  admit  that  sobriety  is  highly  conducive  to 
public  morals,  law  and  order,  and  the  administration  of  justice,  has  only  one 
of  two  doors  open  to  him ;  either  the  asylum  or  the  Ananias  club.  And  poor 
old  Ananias   would   repudiate   such   an   ungraceful   and  bunglesome   liar. 

"Yours    truly, 

"RUTHERFORD  BRETT." 

"HAS  MOST  EMPHATICALLY  ENHANCED  PUBLIC 

MORALS" 

Ernest  B.  Hughes,  Judge  of  the  District  Court  at  Sapulpa,  was 
most  emphatic  in  his  approval  of  the  dr>'  law.    He  wrote: 

"Aly  reply  is  that  the  Prohibition  policy  of  Oklahoma  has  most  em- 
phatically enhanced  public  morals,  law  and  order  and  the  administration  of 
justice.  I  have  had  occasion  to  remark  many  times  since  I  have  occupied  the 
bench  that  my  observation  teaches  me  that  at  least  95  per  cent  of  the  crime 
and  75  per  cent  of  the  divorces  are  due,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  the  use  of 
intoxicating  liquors.  It  has  been  said  that  the  Prohibition  laws  of  this  state 
cannot  be  enforced.  It  is  true  that  sometimes  they  are  not  enforced,  and  this 
was  true  especially  in  one  county  of  my  district  for  a  season ;  but  after  a 
grand  jury  investigation  of  the  conduct  of  certain  public  officials  in  that 
county,  while  it  did  not  directly  result  in  a  removal  from  office,  yet  it  indi- 
rectly did  so  because  of  the  publicity  which  the  investigation  gave  to  the 
conduct  of  certain  officials,  and  the  people  took  the  matter  into  their  hands 
and  elected  two  men,  one  for  the  office  of  county  attorney  and  one  for  the 
office  of  sheriff,  who  made  the  race  upon  the  platform  that  these  laws  would 
be  strictly  enforced.  They  made  good  and  I  do  not  believe  the  people  of  that 
county  would,  under  any  circumstances,  go  back  to  the  conditions  existing 
proir  to  that  election.  My  observation  is  that  the  enforcement  of  the  Prohibi- 
tion laws  in  my  district  has  resulted  in  the  decrease  of  crime  to  a  marked 
degree." 

WHAT  DIDN'T  HAPPEN  AT  THE  COUNTY  FAIR 

R.  W.  Higgins,  Judge  of  the  District  Court  at  McAlester,  gave 
an  apt  illustration  of  one  effect  that  the  dry  policy  had  in  his  city. 
He  wrote : 

"In  reply  to  your  letter  will  say  that  the  Prohibition  policy  in  Oklahoma 
has  greatly  enhanced  public  morals,  law  and  order  and  the  administration  of 
justice.  During  last  month  we  had  a  big  show  to  visit  our  city,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  county  fair  was  going  on.  There  must  have  been  at  least  fifteen 
thousand  people  here  in  this  city.  I  was  told  by  the  Chief  of  Police  that  not 
a  drunken  man  was  seen  by  him  or  any  of  his  force  on  that  day,  and  that  not 
a   single   arrest   was   made." 

JUDGE  SWANK  KNOWS  ABOUT  LICENSE 

F.  B.  Swank,  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  the  Fourteenth 
District,  Norman,  wrote : 

"I  am  glad  to  answer  in  the  affirmative.  Prohibition  in  Oklahoma  has  up- 
lifted public  morals,  increased  the  enforcement  of  law,  made  for  better  order 
and  a  more  wholesome  administration  of  justice.  I  have  lived  in  Oklahoma 
before  and  since  Prohibition  and  am  firm  in  the  belief  that  Prohibition  en- 
hances the  morals  and  health  of  our  youth,  and  increases  the  life  and  vigor  of 
our  manhood.  In  many  criminal  charges  it  has  been  liquor  that  spurred  the 
defendant  on,  and  in  many  cases  caused  the  offense  to  be  committed." 
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MEN  MORE  RESPECTFUL  TO  LAW  WHEN  THE  LAW 
IS  RESPECTABLE 

J.  H.  Linebaugh,  Judge  of  the  26th  District,  Atoka,  replied : 
"I  beg  to  say  that  in  my  judgment  the  Prohibition  policy  in  Oklahoma 
has  greatly  enhanced  public  morals,  law  and  order  and  the  administration  of 
justice.  My  reasons  for  thinking  this  are  largely  from  my  experience  on  the 
bench  as  well  as  from  my  observation  of  matters  generally.  Money  that  would 
be  otherwise  spent  for  intoxicating  liquors  is  used  for  the  family  and  goes  into 
leg^itimate  channels  of  use.  Men  are  not  debauching  themselves  by  habitual 
drunkenness  and  are  therefore  more  respectful  to  the  laws  of  the  country  and 
conduct  themselves  morally  better,  and  other  crimes  are  necessarily  kept  down 
for  these  reasons.  Therefore,  the  criminal  dockets  of  the  state  are  not  as 
heavy,  in  my  judgment,  as  they  would  be  if  intoxicating  liquors  were  sold.  1 
think  from  every  consideration  that  our  state  is  decidedly  better  on  account 
of   its   Prohibition   policy." 

IMPROVING  ALL  THE  TIME 

Thomas  A.  Edwards,  Judge  of  the  17th  District,  Cordell,  wrote: 

"The  answer,  of  course,  must  be  that  the  Prohibition  policy  has  greatly 
enhanced  public  morals,  greatly  improved  law  and  order  and  has  very  greatly 
assisted  in  the  administration  of  justice.  The  conditions  in  our  courts  with 
reference  to  the  enforcement  of  the  criminal  laws  since  statehood  are  so  very 
much  better  than  the  conditions  were  before  as  to  be  hardly  comparable. 

"From  my  observation  as  a  prosecuting  officer  and  practicing  attorney 
before  statehood,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  a  larger  per  cent  of  the  serious 
criminal  cases  were  attributable  to  intoxicating  liquors,  and  since  statehood, 
until  the  passage  of  the  bone-dry  law  by  the  recent  Legislature,  there  was  a 
marked  improvement,  due  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  liquor  and  the  incon- 
venience attached  thereto,  yet  the  conditions  in  reference  to  liquor  remained 
bad,  and  while  there  was  considerable  lessening  in  the  volume  of  crime,  a  con- 
siderable part  was  still  due  to  liquor.  But,  since  the  passage  of  the  Ferguson 
act  or  so-called  bone-dry  law,  the  improvement  is  still  more  marked  for,  while 
the  law  has  not  been  in  elTect  long  enough  for  us  to  realize  the  full  benefit  of 
it,  yet  it  is  apparent  that  it  will  be  as  great  or  a  greater  improvement  over 
the  conditions  that  prevailed  prior  to  its  passage,  as  was  brought  about  by 
constitutional   Prohibition  over   the   open  saloon. 

"The  only  thing  we  wonder  at  now  is  why  the  people  were  so  long  and 
so  slow  in  realizing  the  necessity  of  outlawing  it.'' 

Conn  Linn,  Judge  of  the  21st  District,  Tulsa,  replied: 

"I  think  that  it  has  enhanced  public  morals,  law  and  order  as  well  as  the 
administration  of  justice.  This  has  been  my  observation  from  six  years'  ex- 
perience on  the  bench  of  this  state." 

R.  P.  deGraffenried,  Judge  of  the  Third  District  Court,  replied : 

"I  believe  the  Prohibition  policy  in  Oklahoma  has  enhanced  public  morals, 
law  and  order  and  the  administration  of  justice." 

SHUDDERS  AT  THE  SALOON,  ANYHOW 

John  H.  Pitchford,  Judge  of  the  First  District  Court,  Talequah, 
replied : 

"I  am  hardly  in  position  to  answer  the  questions  with  anything  like  satis- 
faction even  to  myself.  I  am  as  able  as  anyone  to  see  and  as  ready  to  con- 
demn the  direful  effects  of  whisky.  I  am  sure  that  at  least  three-fourths  of  the 
crime  in  this  judicial  district  is  and  has  been  the  direct  result  of  intoxicants. 
While  we  have  had  strict  Prohibition  laws,  yet,  unfortunately,  it  appears  we 
have  not  been  able  to  keep  liquor  out  notwithstanding  the  earnest  efforts  of 
the  officers,  both  state  and  federal,  to  see  the  laws  enforced.  The  temptation 
to  make  what  was  considered  easy  money  by  the  bootlegging  system  has 
caused  hundreds  and   I   might  say,  thousands  of  young  men  to  take  chances. 
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The  result  has  been  that  many  of  them  have  been  apprehended,  convicted  and 
sent  to  jail.  My  observation  is  that  when  anyone  has  been  confined  to  im- 
prisonment for  law  violation,  to  some  extent  at  least,  he  has  lost  that  self- 
respect  necessary  to  good  citizenship.  When  I  consider  the  amount  of  crime 
and  disorder  we  have  had  in  the  state  directly  traceable  to  whisky,  and  re- 
alizing how  difficult  it  has  been  to  evade  the  laws  on  the  subject,  I  shudder 
to  contemplate  what  would  have  been  our  condition  with  open  saloons.  I  feei 
that  I  can  safely  say  that  were  whisky  entirely  banished  from  the  state,  crime 
would  decrease  at  least  three-fourths,  public  morals  would  enhance,  our  laws 
would  be  more  generally  respected  and  better  order  maintained  throughout 
the  state." 

DON'T  WANT  THE  SALOON,  ANYHOW 

Cham  Jones,  Judge  of  the  15th  District  Court,  Waurika,  re- 
plied : 

"My  experience  and  observation  as  a  lawyer  and  as  a  trial  judge  for  the 
last  two  and  a  half  years  inclines  me  to  believe  that  the  morals  of  our  country 
generally  speaking  are  no  better  than  they  were  in  years  past,  and  that  there 
has  been  an  increase  in  litigation  both  civil  and  criminal  and  that  there  are 
as  many  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  enforcement  of  the  law  and  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  as  ever  before  in  the  history  of  our  country.  Of  course,  we 
cannot  say  what  might  have  been  the  conditions  at  this  time  with  open  saloons, 
and  while  I  have  always  been  a  Prohibitionist  and  am  yet  and  would  not  be 
willing  to  go  back  to  the  saloon  system,  although  I  am  forced  to  the  convic- 
tion that  the  moral  fabric  of  our  country  is  no  stronger  than  it  was  a  genera- 
tion ago,  consequently  I  am  forced  to  answer  the  above  question  in  the  nega- 
tive. I  take  it  that  you  want  an  honest  answer,  to  the  end  that  if  Prohibition 
has  not  accomplished  what  it  should  and  what  we  expected,  that  we  may  look 
for  the  reason  or  cause  of  its  failure  and  if  possible  remedy  the  evils  that 
now   exist." 

CRIME  LESSENED  IN  HUGHES  COUNTY 

George  W.  Crump,  Judge  of  the  Ninth  Judicial  District,  wrote : 

"The  Prohibition  policy,  which  has  been  carried  out  in  my  dis- 
trict, has  lessened  crime  60  to  90  per  cent.  The  public  morals  are 
much  better  and  law  and  order  now  prevails  where  lawlessness  once 
existed.  The  people  seem  to  be  getting  along  far  better  than  when 
this  state  permitted  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquor.  I  want  to  thank 
the  Anti-Saloon  League  from  the  depth  of  my  heart  for  the  aid  and 
comfort  it  has  given  our  people." 

To  the  question,  "Did  Oklahoma  make  a  mistake  in  adopting 
and  continuing  the  policy  of  Prohibition  of  the  traffic  in  intoxicat- 
ing liquors?"  Hon.  R.  E.  Campbell,  Judge  of  the  United  States  Dis- 
trict Court,  McAlester,  returns  the  letter  of  inquiry  with  a  great 
big  "XO"  written  across  it. 

R.  E.  Simpson,  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Okmulgee 
count}'-,  wrote : 

"In  my  opinion,  the  Prohibition  policy  of  Oklahoma  has  been 
of  untold  benefit  in  the  suppression  of  crime.  My  experience  in  the 
county  attorney's  office  has  been  that  at  least  95  per  cent  of  all  crime 
may  be  traced,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  to  indulgence  in  liquor. 
Even,'  effort  made  toward  preventing  people  from  indulging  in 
the  liquor  habit  is  undoubtedly  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and 
helps  to  suppress  crime.    I  feel  that  if  we  were  able  to  have  Pro- 
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hibition  strictly   enforced,   that  crime  in  this  county  would  be  re- 
duced to  a  minimum. 

"I  regard  Prohibition  as  being  difficult  to  handle  for  the  reason 
that  the  sale  of  liquor  under  Prohibition  is  an  illegal  business,  the 
profits  of  which  are  great,  causing  many  people  who  do  not  want 
to  work  to  attempt  to  evade  the  law  and  make  money  by  the  illegal 
sale  of  liquor,  but  in  my  opinion,  if  the  liquor  traffic  is  made  a  crime 
against  the  laws  of  the  state,  in  the  end  fewer  people  will  drink 
whisky  and,  therefore,  fewer  people  will  commit  crime." 


66 


TEX  YEARS  OF  PROHIBITION  IX  OKLAHOMA 

OKLAHOMA  COUNTY  ATTORNEYS 
PRAISE  THE  DRY  LAW 

The  county  attornej-  has  charge  of  the  enforcement  of  law,  so 
far  as  prosecutions  are  concerned.  He  is  the  representative  of  the 
people  as  against  the  lawbreakers.  If  a  law  is  practicable  and  work- 
able and  sufficient  for  the  protection  of  the  people,  the  count>'  attor- 
ney is  the  first  one  to  know  it.  If  it  is  bad,  contrary-  to  public  policy 
or  unworkable,  who  should  know  it  better  than  he?  Oklahoma,  on 
X'ovember  i6,  1917,  has  had  ten  years  of  the  state-wide  dry  policy. 
The  county  attorneys  have  had  a  decade  to  try  the  thing  out 

As  an  inquin,^  into  what  these  officials  thought  about  it  after  a 
ten  }-ears'  trial,  I  sent  out  to  every  county  attorney  in  Oklahoma 
the   following  questions: 

(i)  "Has  the  Prohibition  policy  of  Oklahoma  been  an  advantage 
to  your  office  in  the  suppression  of  crime  arid  the  administration  of 
justice  in  your  section  f" 

(2)  "Do  you  regard  the  enforcement  of  Prohibition  as  easier 
than  the  enforcement  of  license  or  restrictive  lazvs  regarding 
liquor  f" 

UNANIMOUS    FOR    PROHIBITION 

Thirtj'-two  replies  were  received  to  these  questions,  ever}-  one 
of  which  was  emphatically  favorable  to  the  dry  plan.  There  was  not 
a  single  dissenting  voice  in  the  whole  lot.  It  is  best  to  let  these 
thirty-two  county  attorneys  tell  their  own  stories  without  comment 
or  exposition.  The  replies  are  arranged  in  alphabetical  order  by 
counties : 

ALFALFA  COUNTY 

Walter  L.  Owen,  County  Attorney,  Cherokee:  (i)  "The  Pro- 
hibition policy  of  Oklahoma  has  been  a  great  advantage  to  this 
office  in  the  suppression  of  crime  and  the  administration  of  justice 
in  this  county."  (2)  "The  Prohibition  law  of  Oklahoma  is  much 
easier  enforced  than  the  enforcement  of  license  or  restrictive  laws 
regarding  the  sale  of  liquor.  Senate  bill  55  of  the  191 7  Session 
Laws,  known  as  the  'Ferguson  Bone-Dry  Bill,'  has  practically  put  the 
violators  of  the  Prohibition  law  out  of  business  in  this  county  and 
makes  it  almost  impossible  to  obtain  liquor. 

"My  reasons  for  the  above  conclusion  are  that  I  know  that  the 
harder  it  is  to  obtain  liquor  the  less  it  will  and  can  be  used,  and  all 
know  and  realize  that  alcohol,  from  the  time  it  issues  from  the 
coiled  and  poisonous  worms  in  the  distillery  until  it  empties  into 
the  jaws  of  death,  dishonor  and  crime,  demoralizes  everybody  that 
touches  it,  from  its  source  to  where  it  ends.  Liquor  covers  the 
land  with  idleness,  misery  and  crime,  and  the  'Prohibition  of  Okla- 
homa' tends  to  and  does  keep  liquor  out  of  our  great  state  and 
lessens  the  idleness,  misery  and  crime  of  our  people." 
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CADDO  COUNTY 

Grover  C.  Wamsley,  Anadarko,  County  Attorney:  (i)  "Yes." 
(2)  "My  answer  is  no  in  reference  to  enforcement  of  the  Prohi- 
bition laws  prior  to  July  i,  1917.  Soon  after  statehood,  about  one- 
third  or  more  of  the  work  of  the  county  attorney  pertained  to  the 
enforcement  of  the  Prohibition  laws.  This  gradually  became  less, 
but  was  still  heavy  until  the  adoption  of  the  so-called  Ferguson 
state  law  and  the  Federal  law  which  went  into  effect  about  July  i 
last.  From  that  time  to  the  present,  the  Prohibition  laws  have  given 
us  very  little  trouble.  In  fact,  I  do  not  call  to  mind  of  having  to 
fight  a  single  case  against  any  person  for  a  violation  of  the  Prohi- 
bition law  since  July  i,  1917.  The  stopping  of  all  shipments  into 
the  state  put  a  quietus  on  the  bootlegging  business  in  this  county." 

CARTER  COUNTY 

A.  J.  Hardy,  County  Attorney,  Ardmore :  (i)  "There  would  be 
very  little  crime  if  we  could  get  Prohibition  in  the  states  that  border 
on  Oklahoma.  Prohibition  is  the  solution  of  most  crimes,  in  fact, 
most  crimes  are  laid  to  intoxicating  liquors,  and  I  can  see  a  won- 
derful change  in  the  violation  of  the  liquor  laws  of  Oklahoma  in 
the  past  two  years,  in  fact,  the  general  public  is  more  in  favor  of 
the  law  and  it  is  no  trouble  at  all  to  convict  now  in  whisky  cases, 
where  a  few  years  ago  it  was  impossible  to  get  a  conviction  on  the 
same  evidence.  I  have  been  county  attorney  for  six  years  and  I 
know  this  to  be  true,  and  I  have  prosecuted  as  many  whisky  cases 
as  any  other  county  attorney  in  Oklahoma." 

(2)  "Prohibition  is  the  only  solution  to  the  evil.  I  am  in  favor 
of  it,  and  I  know  nothing  about  license  or  restrictive  laws,  and  I 
know  that  it  will  be  only  a  short  time  that  Prohibition  will  be  popu- 
lar in  Oklahoma,  because  later  statehood  our  county  was  anti  and 
it  was  almost  impossible  to  get  a  conviction,  but  now  it  is  no  trouble 
to  convict  in  whisky  cases." 

CLEVELAND  COUNTY 

Tom   Cheatwood,  County  Attorney,  Norman:     (2)    "Yes." 
COTTON  COUNTY 

Fred  Hansen,  former  County  Attorney:  "I  resigned  my  posi- 
tion as  county  attorney  of  Cotton  county,  Oklahoma,  last  summer, 
and  am  now  a  First  Lieutenant  with  the  348th  infantry  at  Camp 
Pike.  However,  I  take  pleasure  in  answering  your  questions  relating 
to  my  experience  as  a  public  prosecutor  in  regards  to  the  Oklahoma 
prohibitory  laws.  I  consider,  that  while  it  is  true  that  our  liquor 
law  does  not  prohibit,  that  as  a  whole  it  is  wonderfully  effective, 
and  that  crime  has  decreased  in  exact  ratio  with  the  degree  of 
enforcement." 

CRAIG  COUNTY 

L.  L.  Roberts,  County  Attorney,  Vinita:  (i)  "Yes,  sir."  (2) 
"Yes,  sir!" 

68 


TEX  YEARS  OF  PROHIBITION  IN  OKLAHOMA 

CUSTER  COUNTY  " 

Sam  L.  Darrah,  County  Attorney,  Arapahoe:  (i)  "The  Pro- 
hibition of  Oklahoma  has  been  a  great  help  in  the  suppression  of 
lawlessness,  and  an  aid  in  the  administration  of  justice.  This  is 
particularly  noticeable  in  the  attitude  of  juries  towards  all  kinds 
of  law  enforcement.  My  experience  has  been  that  they  feel  it  a 
part  of  their  duty  to  assist  the  county  attorney  in  the  enforcement 
of  the  law  and  are  not  looking  for  excuses  and  pretexts  to  let 
guilty  men  escape.  I  fell  that  our  Prohibition  policy  has  had  much 
to  do  with  this  changed  attitude.  1  speak  this  from  a  knowledge 
of  conditions  prior  to  statehood  as  well  as  since." 

(2)  "I  certainly  think  Prohibition  much  easier  to  enforce  than 
laws  that  only  restrict  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  localities, 
etc.  There  are  not  so  many  defenses  available  to  the  violator  of 
the  law.  Besides,  under  the  present  system  we  are  dealing  with  an 
outlaw,  who  has  no  claim  to  respectability.  Under  the  license  system 
we  are  dealing  with  the  same  outlaw  hiding  behind  the  cloak  of 
respectability  because  authorized  by  law.  The  stricter  the  law  on 
liquor,  the  easier  of  enforcement  and  the  less  chance  of  evasion." 

DEWEY  COUNTY 

W.  J.  O'Hara,  County  Attorney,  Taloga:  (i)  "The  Prohibition 
policy  in  Oklahoma  has  been  an  advantage  in  the  suppression  of 
crime,  for  the  reason  that  liquor  predisposes  the  mind  to  crime, 
and  creates  a  condition  for  crime  to  flourish  in."  (2)  "Prohibition 
enforcement  is  easier  than  enforcement  of  license  laws  regarding 
the  sale  of  liquor,  becuase  the  general  sentiment  of  the  people  is 
for  Prohibition,  while  as  to  license  or  restrictive  laws,  the  control 
of  the  same  is  more  in  the  control  of  the  violators  of  the  law,  and 
rhe  evidence  is  suppressed  by  this  element." 

ELLIS  COUNTY 

Harry  C.  Brownlee,  County  Attorney,  Arnett:  (i)  "The  ad- 
vantage of  the  Prohibition  policy  of  this  state  in  the  suppression 
of  crime,  and  the  administration  of  justice  can  hardly  be  fairly 
estimated.    Crime  in  this  county  is  near  the  vanishing  point." 

(2)  "I  regard  it  as  utterly  impossible  to  enforce  license  or  re- 
strictive laws  regarding  the  sale  of  liquor.  No  matter  how  few 
and  reasonable  may  be  the  restrictions  placed  upon  liquor  dealers 
under  a  license  system,  it  has  been  my  observation  that  those  who 
will  engage  in  such  a  business  will  openly  and  continually  violate 
them. 

"I  consider  the  bone-dry  law  passed  by  this  state  last  winter  as 
a  bone-head  law.  It  did  not  prohibit  the  importation  of  liquor  into 
this  state,  but  just  simply  prevented  common  carriers  from  deliver- 
ing liquor  to  consignees.  As  we  join  Texas,  where  they  have  local 
option,  and  consequently  liquor,  it  was  an  easy  matter,  and  no  doubt 
a  common  occurrence  for  those  residing  in  Oklahoma  to  cross  into 
Texas  and  bring  back  liquor.    Since  the  Federal  law  on  the  subject 
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went  into  effect  we  have  not  had  a  prosecution  for  drunkenness  or 
bootlegging  in  the  county.  The  Federal  law  did  it  by  absolutely 
prohibiting  importation,  which  the  state  law  for  some  reason  failed 
to  do,  or  to  attempt  to  do." 

GARVIN  COUNTY 

R.  E.  Bowling,  County  Attorney,  Pauls  Valley:  (i)  "Unhesi- 
tatingly, I  answer  'Yes.'  The  act  of  the  last  Legislature  prohibiting 
the  shipping  into  the  state  of  booze  has  been  more  benefiicial  to  us, 
as  prior  to  that  time,  our  bootleggers  could  go  just  across  into  old 
Oklahoma  and  get  shipments  of  liquor,  now  they  must  go  out  of  the 
state  to  get  it,  and  most  of  them  are  captured  before  reaching  home. 
Our  court  docket  is  not  a  third  as  large  as  last  year  nor  a  fifth  as 
large  as  the  year  before.  We  think  that  the  Prohibition  laws  are 
responsible  for  it."  (2)  "Yes.  However  I  have  had  no  experience 
in  prosecuting  under  a  license  or  restrictive  law." 

HARPER  COUNTY 

M.  W.  McKensie,  County  Attorney,  Buffalo:  (i)  "I  have  held 
this  office  only  since  February,  1917,  and  our  criminal  docket  has 
been  made  up  almost  entirely  of  misdemeanors  and  very  few  felony 
cases.  I  have  prosecuted  a  few  cases  of  violations  of  the  prohibitory 
law,  but  in  fact,  our  county  has  been  reasonably  free  from  lawless- 
ness, due  to  the  fact  that  we  are  without  railway  facilities.  How- 
ever, I  will  say  that  until  the  recent  act  of  Congress,  I  have  very 
consistentaly  voted  against  the  policy  of  Prohibition  in  Oklahoma  be- 
cause I  consider  it  a  complete  failure.  This  does  not  mean  that  I 
have  shirked  my  duty,  because  records  of  Pottawatomie  and  Harper 
counties  will  tell  a  different  tale.  I  think  one  should  do  his  duty 
without  regard  to  personal  feeling  in  criminal  cases.  If  the  people 
think  selling  liquor  is  a  crime,  and  while  I  am  an  officer,  I  will  do 
my  part  to  enforce  same.  To  date,  I  have  not  lost  a  criminal  Pro- 
hibition prosecution,  and  I  think  my  county  as  free  from  selling 
same  as  can  be,  and  we  are  on  the  border  of  Texas,  too.  But  since 
the  coming  of  the  present  bone-dry  law,  I  have  become  a  firm  be- 
liever in  the  same.  Prior,  I  think  it  was  a  farce  but  now  I  think  it 
a  worthy  result.  I  expect  to  support  the  Prohibition  laws  as  against 
the  return  of  sale  of  same  and  I  trust  that  Congress  will  refuse  to 
allow  its  manufacture  after  the  war. 

(2)  "I  have  never  tried  an  enforcement  of  criminal  laws  with 
licensed  liquor  houses  and  I  don't  know  whether  same  will  be  easily 
enforced  or  crime  more  prevalent  than  now.  I  am  sure  that  I  can- 
not say  it  is  easier  to  enforce  same  now  as  with  the  licensed  houses. 
It  seems  to  me  from  observation  that  it  should  be  easier  now  than 
with  licensed  houses,  but  this  is  only  a  personal  conclusion  for 
which  I  have  no  basic  foundation." 

JACKSON  COUNTY 

L.  A.  Pelley,  County  Attorney,  Alius:  (i)  "We  are  glad  to 
state  'That  the  Prohibition  policy  of  Oklahoma  has  been  of  im- 
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mense  value,  in  my  judgment,  to  our  office  in  the  suppression  of 
crime  and  also  in  the  administration  of  justice  in  Jackson  county. 
We  might  write  a  book  on  the  various  reasons  why  the  above  is 
true,  hence  we  have  given  you  our  conclusion  based  on  some  eight 
years  of  observation  and  experience  in  law  enforcement  in  south- 
west Oklahoma." 

(2)  "I  regard  the  enforcement  of  Prohibition  as  much  easier 
than  the  enforcement  of  any  kind  of  license  or  restrictive  laws 
regarding  the  sale  of  liquor.  It  has  been  my  experience  that  a  re- 
strictive law  in  the  matter  of  the  sale  of  liquor  and  narcotics  is 
tatamount  to  no  law  at  all.  If  liquor  is  allowed  to  be  sold  in  a 
community  at  all,  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  restrict  its  sale  or  use 
by  law,  as  they  invariably  find  a  way  to  circumvent  the  law  and 
directly  or  indirectly  furnish  the  liquor  to  whoever  may  desire  to 
use  it." 

KAY  COUNTY 

F.  C.  Duvall,  County  Attorney,  Newkirk:  (i)  "The  Prohibition 
policy  of  our  state  has  been  a  great  advantage  to  all  law  enforce- 
ment officers  in  this  section  of  the  state.  An  analysis  of  the  crimi- 
nal dockets  of  our  courts  will  show  that  a  great  per  cent  of  crime  is 
traceable  directly  and  indirectly  to  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors 
The  criminal  prosecutions  in  this  section  of  Oklahoma  have  de- 
creased very  greatly  since  the  Prohibition  policy  of  this  state  has 
been  in  force." 

(2)  "While  the  complete  and  absolute  enforcement  is  difficult 
in  each  instance,  yet  the  enforcement  of  the  present  Prohibition 
laws  is  easier  in  my  opinion  in  this  section  of  the  state  than  the 
enforcement  of  the  old  restrictive  or  license  laws.  Public  opinion 
in  this  communit}^  is  making  the  enforcement  of  the  prohibitory^ 
law  easier  every  day." 

LATIMER  COUNTY 

H.  T.  Church.  County  Attorney,  Wilburton:  (i)  "Yes."  (2) 
"Yes.  Crime  in  this  county  has  fallen  off  50  per  cent  in  the  last 
twelve  months.  I  attribute  this  decrease  to  the  inabilitv^  to  procure 
liquors  as  easily  as  formerly,  and  85  per  cent  of  crime  comes  from 
drunkenness  and  excessive  use  of  liquors." 

LINCOLN  COUNTY 

James  A.  Emhry,  County  Attorney,  Chandler:  (i)  "Yes.  It 
has  been  an  advantage  in  the  suppression  of  crime  because  it,  in  a 
large  measure,  eliminates  the  basis  on  which  most  crime  is  predi- 
cated, by  removal  of  the  cause,  which  is  liquor  itself.  And,  particu- 
larly, crimes  against  women  and  children  are  negligible,  as  com- 
pared with  the  open  saloon  days ;  and  this  situation  seems  to  be 
progressive,  and  diminishes  from  year  to  year  in  the  volume  of 
crime.  As  the  younger  element,  who  have  sprung  up  since  the 
Prohibition  and  anti-cigarette  laws  have  become  effective,  are 
physically,  intellectuallv  and  morally  better  from  their  ver>'  nature 
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than  the  same  class  of  boys  who  grew  up  with  the  opportunity  of 
loitering  in  saloons  and  other  disreputable  places  appurtenant 
thereto." 

(2)  "Yes.  From  my  knowledge  of  license  and  restrictive  laws, 
I  don't  think  they  can  be  enforced,  because  it  is  simply  a  question 
of  providing  the  means  for  its  own  undoing;  and,  in  my  judgment, 
as  long  as  the  government  licenses  the  sale  of  liquor  in  any  way,  it 
insures  the  commission  of  crime  to  a  more  or  less  degree.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  is  no  more  difficult — in  fact,  it  is  easier — to  enforce 
Prohibition  than  any  other  penal  statute  we  have  in  this  state  be- 
cause the  bootlegger  is  the  man  who  has  got  sense ;  and  a  man  who 
has  sense  will  not  sell  liquor  for  the  very  small  profit  he  can  receive 
from  the  small  sales  he  makes  unless  he  has  the  enforcement  officers 
'fixed,'  and  it  is  my  judgment  that  in  every  county  in  this  state 
where  liquors  is  being  sold  in  considerable  quantities,  the  trouble 
is  with  the  enforcement  officers  and  not  with  the  law." 

MAJOR  COUNTY 

John  W.  Bishop,  County  Attorney,  Fairview:  (i)  "Yes."  (2) 
"Yes.  There  has  been  a  diminution  of  crime  in  this  section  since 
we  have  had  Prohibition  in  this  state.  The  sale  of  whisky  has  al- 
ways been  a  crime-breeder  and  the  absence  of  it  makes  it  much 
easier  for  the  suppression  of  crime.  This  has  been  my  observation 
for  years  and  I  have  found  it  so  since  I  have  been  in  the  office  of 
county  attorney." 

McCLAIN  COUNTY 

/.  E.  Crowdcr,  County  Attorney,  Pur  cell:  (i)  "I  wish  to  say 
thSt  since  the  enactment  of  the  bone-dry  law  in  Oklahoma,  crime 
has  decreased  50  per  cent  in  McClain  county."  (2)  "I  wish  to  say, 
yes ;  emphatically  YES.  And  I  might  illustrate  that  by  the  cigarette 
proposition.  In  Oklahoma,  as  long  as  it  was  against  the  law  to 
handle  cigarettes,  I  found  few  boys  using  them,  except  the  kind 
they  manufactured  themselves.  Now,  since  dealers  are  licensed  and 
bonded  to  sell  cigarettes,  every  boy  in  the  state  who  desires  to  smoke 
cigarettes  smokes  them,  and  it  is  impossible  to  find  out  the  guilty 
dealer  who  sells  them,  for  the  boys  always  say  that  they  'found' 
the  cigarettes  and  then  the  county  attorney  can  proceed  no  further." 

MURRAY  COUNTY 

Ira  M.  Roberts,  County  Attorney,  Sulphur:  (i)  "With  the  en- 
actment and  enforcement  of  the  prohibitory  laws,  my  observation 
and  experience  is  that  crime  has  been  greatly  lessened.  The  major- 
ity of  crimes  have  their  origin  in  whisky.  I  have  noticed  this  and 
have  often  commented  upon  the  fact  as  a  matter  coming  under  my 
personal  observation  in  the  practice  of  criminal  law."  (2)  "I  must 
say  that  I  have  not  practiced  law  at  any  time  in  a  section  of  the 
country  where  licenses  were  permitted,  so  have  had  no  chance  to 
observe  regarding  same.    But   from   reading  and  talking  to  others 
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and  what  I  know  generally  about  men  who  sell  liquor,  I  am  in- 
clined to  believe  that  when  a  man  begins  to  sell  liquor  either  with 
or  without  a  license,  he  will  encroach  on  the  law,  and  will  generally 
be  found  lined  up  with  the  criminal  element  and  against  those  whose 
duty  it  is  to  enforce  the  law." 

MUSKOGEE  COUNTY 

W.  W.  Cotton,  County  Attorney,  Muskogee:  "The  Prohibition 
policy  of  Oklahoma,  I  think,  has  been  a  great  advantage  to  this 
office  in  the  suppression  of  crime  and  the  administration  of  justice 
in  this  county.  A  majority  of  the  homicides  and  felonious  attempts 
to  commit  felonies  have,  in  my  judgment,  been  largely  caused  by 
the  excessive  use  of  intoxicating  liquors.  With  Prohibition  pre- 
dominating, we  notice  that  our  juries  are  composed  of  men  free 
from  the  use  of  intoxicants  and  we  find  we  can  get  verdicts  re- 
sponsive to  justice  and  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  as  written." 
NOBLE  COUNTY 

H.  A.  Smith,  County  Attorney,  Perry:  (i)  '"It  certainly  has." 
(2)  "Yes.  The  law  we  have  now  is  easily  enforced.  We  are  having 
no  trouble  with  liquor  violators." 

OKFUSKEE  COUNTY 

T.  S.  Hurst,  County  Attorney,  Okemah:  "I  answer  the  above 
inquiries  in  the  affirmative.  We  are  and  have  been  enforcing  the 
Prohibition  law  in  Okfuskee  county,  and  not  only  have  we  very 
few  violations  of  that  law,  but  there  is  very  little  other  crime  that 
naturally  grows  out  of  the  liquor  traffic.  If  the  officers  will  do  their 
duty  towards  enforcing  this  law,  there  will  not  be  many  violations, 
and  the  bootleggers  will  not  try  to  sell  liquor.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  chief  trouble  with  the  enforcement  of  the  liquor  laws  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  often,  either  the  sheriff,  county  attorney  or  county 
judge  winks  at  the  enforcement  of  this  particular  law,  and  when 
that  is  the  case,  the  bootleggers  grow  bolder  and  there  are  more 
violations.  I  am  convinced,  however,  that  where  the  officers  all  do 
their  duty,  it  is  a  great  deal  easier  to  enforce  the  liquor  law  than 
high  license,  and  I  believe  if  one  or  two  of  these  officers  do  their 
duty,  it  is  easier  to  enforce  it  than  high  license." 

OSAGE  COUNTY 

Corbett  Cornet,  County  Attorney,  Pawhuska:  (i)  "The  Pro- 
hibition policy  of  Oklahoma  has  been  an  advantage  to  this  office  in 
the  suppression  of  crime  and  in  the  administration  of  jusice." 

(2)  "It  is  a  grave  question  in  the  minds  of  the  members  of  this 
office  as  to  whether  the  enforcement  of  the  Prohibition  law  is  easier 
than  the  enforcement  of  restrictive  laws  regarding  the  sale  of  liq- 
uor ;  both  are  or  have  been  difficult,  for  the  liquor  interests  have 
always  been  outlaws,  and  to  the  degree  they  could,  when  the  license 
system  prevailed,  they  evaded  and  violated  the  law  whenever  they 
could  do  so  with  impunity.  The  sale  of  liquor  to  minors,  the  Sunday 
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law,  the  closing  hour  law  and  others  were  violated,  just  as  now, 
the  prohibitory  law  is  violated,  so  that  we  might  say,  that  while 
the  enforcement  of  the  prohibitory  law  is  no  easier  than  the  en- 
forcement of  the  various  restrictions  surrounding  the  high  license 
system  when  it  prevailed,  the  effect  of  the  prohibitory  laws  and 
the  defective  degree  of  enforcement  as  often  still  witnessed  in  our 
state,  though  subject  to  severe  criticism  oftentimes,  is  much  better 
upon  the  morals  of  our  people,  and  besides,  as  such  the  saloon, 
thank  heaven,  is  out  of  politics." 

PONTOTOC  COUNTY 

Arden  L.  Bullock,  County  Attorney,  Ada:  "Replying  to  the 
two  interrogatories  propounded  in  your  letter  of  recent  date  rela- 
tive to  the  Prohibition  question,  beg  leave  to  answer  in  the  affirma- 
tive in  each  instance. 

"Of  course  Prohibition  does  not  absolutely  prohibit  but  it  does 
reduce  the  consumption  of  alcoholic  beverages  to  a  minimum  and 
in  this  manner  reduces  criminal  acts  and  especially  crimes  of  vio- 
lence which  are  the  direct  outgrowth  of  drunkenness  materially. 
Hence  Prohibition  has  tended  to  suppress  crime  and  aided  in  the 
administration  of  justice  in  this  section. 

"I  do  not  regard  the  enforcement  of  the  Prohibition  laws  any 
more  difficult  than  enforcement  of  license  or  restrictive  laws.  Ex- 
perience shows  that  there  are  just  as  many  evasions  and  violations 
of  laws  of  this  character  as  they  are  of  direct  prohibitory  laws. 
All  these  evasions  and  violations  call  for  legal  action  just  the  same 
as  violations  of  prohibitory  laws." 

POTTAWATOMIE  COUNTY 

Clyde  G.  Pitman,  County  Attorney,  Tecumseh:  "Without  hesi- 
tation, my  answer  to  each  of  these  questions  is  an  emphatic  YES, 
I  consider  the  enforcement  of  any  criminal  law  such  as  the  act 
against  the  sale  of  intoxicants,  as  an  easy  matter  generally,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  criminal  who  violates  such  law  must  do  so  a 
vast  number  of  times  before  he  can  derive  profit  from  his  crime. 
A  criminal  who  must  necessarily  violate  a  law,  say  for  illustration, 
ten  times  a  day,  is  certainly  much  easier  to  apprehend  and  convict 
than  one  who  needs  only  to  commit  crime  two  or  three  times  a 
month  in  order  to  profit  therefrom  as  in  the  commission  of  arson, 
burglary,  larceny,  embezzlement,  frauds,  etc.  Where  a  county  has 
cast  a  majority  vote  in  favor  of  Prohibition,  there  is  no  excuse 
for  failure  of  enforcement  except  official  inefficiency,  although  as 
in  the  case  of  other  crimes,  it  is  impossible  to  bring  to  justice  all 
offenders. 

"I  consider  the  enforcement  of  the  Prohibition  law  much  easier 
and  much  more  wholesome  in  general  results  than  the  enforcement 
of  a  license  or  restrictive  law  regarding  the  sale  of  liquors.  Any 
law,  other  than  an  absolutely  prohibitory  act,  leaves  the  public  mind 
in  a  state  of  constant  recurring  turmoil  and  strife,  and  means  an- 
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other  expensive  election  on  the  subject  just  as  often  as  the  law 
will  permit. 

"And  above  and  ahead  of  all  other  reasons,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  law  against  murder,  favoring  absolute  Prohibition  over  any 
other  form  of  law  relating  to  liquor,  is,  that  Prohibition  is  right. 
Not  that  I  consider  it  criminal  for  anyone  to  take  a  drink,  though 
it  is  almost  universally  harmful,  but  the  use  of  intoxicants  generally 
is  destructive  of  public  inental,  moral  and  physical  health,  and  a 
messenger  of  misery  to  millions  who  are  innocent  and  ignorant  of 
the  cause  of  their  misfortune. 

"Being  an  "Sger'  of  Oklahoma  and  having  grown  up  during 
territory  days  under  influences  adverse  to  the  idea  of  Prohibition 
and  where  saloons  were  legal  institutions,  I  was  not  originally  a 
Prohibitionist,  but  my  personal  and  official  experience  and  observa- 
tion within  this  county  have  taught  me  clearly  the  convictions  herein 
expressed." 

ROGER  MILLS  COUNTY 

T.  L.  Turner,  County  Attorney,  Cheyenne:  (i)  "Very  ma- 
terially." (2)  "A  great  deal.  I  have  been  in  the  practice  of  law  in 
Oklahoma  fifteen  years.  I  am  associated  with  all  kinds  of  people 
and  have  studied  them  and  observed  their  actions.  With  saloons, 
you  could  not  have  any  kind  of  a  public  meeting  without  drunken- 
ness or  disorder.  The  open  saloon  is  an  open  temptation.  Men  are 
weak.   The  saloon  affords  a  convenient  harbor  for  criminals." 

SEQUOYAH  COUNTY 

Luther  Kyle,  County  Attorney,  Sallisaw:  (i)  "Yes,  by  50  per 
cnet."  (2)  "Yes,  beyond  a  doubt.  There  is  no  argument  for  liquor 
— not  a  single  argument  for  it  that  will  stand  up." 

SEMINOLE  COUNTY 

Al  G.  Nichols,  County  Attorney,  Wewoka:  (i)  "Since  bone- 
dry  law  has  gone  into  effect  in  this  state,  the  East  side  of  Oklahoma, 
insofar  as  my  section  is  concerned,  presents  the  appearance  of  a 
Sahara  Desert.  Since  that  time,  we  have  not  been  bothered  with 
whisky  or  alcohol,  our  only  trouble  being  with  what  substitutes 
people  are  able  to  get  and  they  are  very  few.  The  most  noticeable 
thing  that  has  come  under  my  notice  since  the  vigorous  Prohibition 
policy  has  been  in  force,  is  the  decrease  in  crimes  and  offenses.  In 
this  section  a  mere  glimpse  of  the  criminal  dockets  of  the  courts 
will  disclose  startling  information.  I  think  I  am  justified  in  saying 
that  crime  has  decreased  fully  75  per  cent."  (2)  "I  most  certainly 
regard  the  enforcement  of  Prohibition  easier  and  more  effective 
than  the  enforcement  of  license  or  restrictive  laws  regarding  the 
sale  of  liquor." 

HASKELL  COUNTY 

Fred  H.  Fannin,  County  Attorney,  Stigler:  (i)  "The  Prohibi- 
tion policy  of  this  state  is  an  advantage  in  the  suppression  of  crime 
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and  the  administration  of  justice.  This  law  has  been  strictly  en- 
forced in  this  county  and,  as  a  result,  the  jail  nozv  and  for  a  long 
time  has  been  standing  zmde  open.  We  hold  a  term  of  district  court 
here  once  a  year  and  it  formerly  took  two  weeks  to  thirty  days  to 
try  the  criminal  docket.  I  can  clear  the  docket  now  in  three  days. 
I  attribute  this  to  the  effective  Prohibition  enforcement.  The  trouble 
in  this  state,  however,  is  that  some  counties  are  enforcing  this  law 
and  others  are  not." 

(2)  "In  this  county,  I  regard  the  enforcement  of  Prohibition 
easier  than  the  enforcement  of  license  or  restrictive  laws,  for  the 
reason  that  there  is  no  cloak  for  the  offender  to  get  behind  and  I 
know  that  the  unlawful  use  and  traffic  of  liquor  under  present  law 
can  be  absolutely  and  entirely  eliminated.  The  only  trouble  con- 
fronting this  county  at  this  time  and  for  some  time  back  is  the 
patent  medicine  which  is  sought  to  be  used  as  a  beverage.  We  need 
a  little  more  legislation  there.  It  is  more  difficult  to  suppress  that 
class  of  violation  than  the  liquor  traffic  which  is  proof  that  Prohi- 
bition is  easier  to  enforce  than  license  or  restrictive  laws." 

TEXAS  COUNTY 

F.  Hiner  Dale,  County  Attorney,  Guymon:  (i)  "Bone-dry  Pro- 
hibition is  a  howling  success  in  Texas  county.  It  has  diminished 
crime  75  per  cent  over  the  open  saloons  of  the  territorial  days.  We 
will  have  no  criminal  docket  at  next  term  of  district  court,  which 
is  the  first  time  this  has  occurred  in  the  history  of  the  county.  There 
have  been  no  complaints  in  this  county  of  anyone  selling  liquor 
since  the  bone-dry  law  went  into  effect,  and  no  arrests  have  been 
made  for  selling  liquor."  (2)  "It  is  ten  times  easier  to  enforce 
bone-dry  Prohibition  than  it  is  to  enforce  license  or  restrictive  laws 
against  the  liquor  traffic." 

WAGONER  COUNTY 

Cleon  A.  Summer,  County  Attorney,  Wagoner:  ''Prohibition 
has  been  the  greatest  factor  of  all  factors  and  influences  in  the 
moral  development  of  the  community.  It  has  made  possible  the 
enforcement  of  law  and  order  in  a  sober  community,  which  if  drunk, 
would  be  very  hard  to  manage.  I  regard  the  enforcement  as  much 
easier  and  producing  more  satisfactory  results  than  the  enforce- 
ment of  license  laws.  I  am  a  native  of  the  grand  old  commonwealth 
of  Kentucky,  the  home  of  good  (?)  old  whisky,  and  have  lived 
under  the  license  system.  A  comparison  of  the  license  plan  and 
Prohibition  compels  me  to  be  for  Prohibition  first,  last  and  all  the 
time." 

WASHINGTON  COUNTY 

A.  O.  Harrison.  County  Attorney,  Bartlesville :  (i)  "The  Pro- 
hibition policy  of  Oklahoma  has  been  a  decided  advantage  to  my 
office  in  the  suppression  of  crime  and  administration  of  justice  in 
this  county.  My  observation  has  been  that  nearly  all  of  the  serious 
crimes,  such  as  murder,  assault  and  wife  and  child  abandonment, 
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grow  directly  out  of  the  booze  traffic,  and  further  that  whenever 
any  one  law,  especially  the  Prohibition  laws,  are  allowed  to  go  un- 
enforced, it  breeds  a  spirit  of  lawlessness  which  tends  to  increase 
crime  along  all  lines.  There  has  not  been  an  open  joint  in  this 
county  since  January  i  of  this  year.  At  that  time,  there  were  five 
murder  cases  pending  on  our  docket,  and  today  there  is  only  one. 
Complaints  for  wife  and  child  abandonment  are  very  rare  now." 
(2)  "I  do  not  regard  the  enforcement  of  Prohibition  laws  at 
all  difficult  if  public  officials  will  co-operate  to  this  end.  With  less 
than  half  of  the  peace  officers  of  this  county  assisting  in  this  work, 
and  many  openly  opposing  the  enforcement  of  this  law,  the  booze 
traffic  in  this  county  has  been  reduced  to  the  lowest  ebb  at  any  time 
since  statehood.  My  observation  has  been  that  restrictive  laws  do 
not  restrict.  The  only  remedy  for  the  booze  business  is  to  blot  it 
out,  root  and  branch.  I  am  proud  to  know  that  a  generation  is 
rising  in  Oklahoma  that  knows  not  booze." 

WOODS  COUNTY 

Sandor  J.  Vigg,  County  Attorney,  Alva:  (i)  "I  answer  in  the 
affirmative.  My  experience  proves  to  me  that  intoxicating  liquors 
are.  to  a  great  extent,  responsible  for  many  of  the  crimes  that  are 
committed,  and,  for  that  reason,  a  well  enforced  Prohibition  policy 
strikes  at  the  verv'  roots  and  cause  of  crime.  In  the  second  place, 
justice  can  be  administered  to  a  better  advantage  under  a  well  regu- 
lated Prohibition  policy  for  the  reason  that  the  liquor  influences 
are  not  able  to  corrupt  witnesses  or  influence  those  that  are  charged 
with  the  due  enforcement  of  law." 

(2)  "I  say  yes.  Because,  under  the  license  system,  the  causes 
that  make  and  work  for  crime  are  openly  present  in  the  community 
with  their  many  sinister  influences  doing  what  they  can  to  lower 
the  social  and  moral  standard  of  a  great  many  citizens :  While 
under  Prohibition,  the  moral  and  social  standard  of  the  average 
citizen  is  much  higher,  and  this,  in  my  judgment,  makes  the  en- 
forcement of  all  laws  easier  and  more  eflfective." 
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OKLAHOMA  SHERIFFS  DISCUSS 
PROHIBITION 

As  a  rule,  the  sheriff  of  a  county  has  no  college  degrees.  He 
does  not  no  much  about  Latin,  Greek,  or  superannuated  calculus, 
but  he  knows  a  whole  lot  about  the  enforcement  of  criminal  laws, 
the  ways  of  crooks,  and  he  is  familiar  with  the  laws  that  make  for 
order  and  good  behavior  in  a  community.  I  propounded  to  each 
one  of  the  sheriffs  of  Oklahoma  the  following  two  searching  ques- 
tions : 

(i)  "Do  yon  regard  the  Prohibition  laws  of  Oklahoma  as  an 
advantage  over  the  license  policy  in  upholding  law  and  order  in 
your  county F" 

(2)  "Would  the  interests  of  your  county  be  served  in  any  way 
by  the  adoption  of  the  license  policy?" 

Twenty-seven  replies  were  received  to  these  two  questions.  Of 
the  27  replies  received,  26  were  outspoken  in  favor  of  the  Prohibi- 
tion policy  and  only  one,  Sheriff  Allen  of  Cimarron  county,  the 
farthest  county  out  in  what  was  "No  Man's  Land,"  took  the  side 
of  license.  The  replies  are  given  in  alphabetical  order  by  counties. 
The  replies  of  these  26  sheriffs  tell  their  own  story : 

ALFALFA  COUNTY 

/.  R.  McGrady,  Sheriff,  Cherokee:  (i)  "Yes,  sir.  While  my 
county  has  always  been  reasonably  clean,  now  it  is  cleaner  than 
ever.  I  hope  it  will  always  stay  so."  (2)  "No.  Not  to  the  advantage 
as  it  works  in  a  bone-dry  state.  I  am  for  Prohibition,  first,  last  and 
all  the  time." 

BEAVER  COUNTY 

/.  B.  Couch,  Sheriff,  Beaver:    (i)  "Yes,  sir."    (2)   "No." 

BECKHAM  COUNTY 

R.  B.  Francis,  Sheriff,  Sayre :  (i)  "I  certainly  do."  (2)  "No, 
but  the  contrary.  From  my  experience  as  a  peace  officer,  I  find 
that  it  is  much  easier  to  maintain  the  peace  under  Prohibition  than 
it  is  undef  the  license  system.  I  find  that  the  bone-dry  law  is  a 
great  success  in  maintaining  peace  and  order." 

BLAINE  COUNTY 

Lee  A.  Akin,  Sheriff,  Watonga:  (i)  "I  regard  the  Prohibition 
laws  of  Oklahoma  an  advantage  over  the  license  policy.  For  this 
reason,  we  have  fewer  murders  and  other  fiendish  crimes,  which  cost 
the  taxpayers  large  sums  of  money  to  prosecute  them  in  the  courts, 
many  times  over  the  revenue  derived  from  the  saloons.  This  is  the 
case  in  this  county,  and  will  apply  to  every  county  in  this  state  and 
to  every  state  in  the  United  States.  The  records  will  bear  me  out 
in  this  truth.  I  am  serving  my  third  term  as  sheriff.  I  also  carry 
a  commission  as  a  U.  S.  officer." 
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BRYAN  COUNTY 

John  A.  Phillips,  Sheriff,  Durant:     (i)    "Yes."    (2)    "No." 

CREEK  COUNTY 

Lee  Webb,  Sheriff,  Vinita:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "No.  Creek  county 
is  the  greatest  oil  county  in  the  state  of  Oklahoma  and,  for  that 
reason,  probably  has  more  bootleggers  than  any  other  county.  I 
took  charge  of  the  sheriff's  office  on  January  i  and  have  rr.ade  every 
effort  possible  to  suppress  the  liquor  traffic  in  this  county.  Wher- 
ever we  have  succeeded,  we  get  nothing  but  praise  from  business 
men  and  the  wives  of  the  men  who  have  been  addicted  to  the 
drink  habit.    You  KNOW  the  reason." 

CUSTER  COUNTY 

Ben.  H.  Monroe,  Sheriff,  Arapahoe:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "No.  I 
find  crime  has  decreased  under  Prohibition." 

ELLIS  COUNTY 

P.  F.  Bradshaiv,  Sheriff,  Arnett:  (i)  "I  regard  the  Prohibition 
laws  of  Oklahoma  as  a  decided  advantage  over  the  license  system 
in  upholding  law  and  order  in  my  countj'.  Drunkenness  and  dis- 
order in  this  count}'  have  decreased  50  per  cent  with  state  Prohi- 
bition and  at  least  75  per  cent  since  the  Federal  law  went  into 
effect. "  (2)  "The  interests  of  my  county  would  in  no  way  be 
served  by  the  adoption  of  the  license  system." 

GARFIELD  COUNTY 

E.  Hume,  Sheriff,  Enid:  (i)  "Yes.  Criminal  work  has  de- 
creased one-half  since  the  bone-dry  law  went  into  effect."  (2)  "No. 
It  would  not." 

GRANT  COUNTY 

Frank  Hamilton,  Sheriff,  Medford:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "No,  I 
don't.  I  can  see  no  way  my  county  could  be  benefited  by  the  license 
policy.  Much  better  the  way  it  is.  Very  little  booze  gets  in  here, 
and  what  does  is  so  high  in  price  that  I  think  soon  we  will  not  be 
bothered  with  it  at  all.  For  my  part,  I  would  like  to  keep  it  the 
way  it  is  and  make  the  laws  stronger  in  place  of  backing  up  any." 

HASKELL  COUNTY 

Dan  Folsom,  Sheriff,  Stigler:  ""The  principle  reason  I  am  for 
Prohibition  so  strongly  is  that  it  reduces  crime  at  least  60  per  cent. 
Of  course  we  have  always  had  Prohibition  ever  since  statehood,- 
but  until  Arkansas  kicked  the  saloon  out  of  that  state,  we  being  so 
close  to  Fort  Smith,  it  was  a  very  difficult  job  to  keep  whisky  out 
of  our  county.  In  fact,  quite  a  lot  of  it  would  come  in  in  spite  of 
our  efforts,  and  when  the  saloon  flourished  in  the  city  of  Fort 
Smith,  we  had  more  than  double  the  crime  that  we  have  had  since 
it  went  out  of  there. 
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"Prior  to  the  time  whisky  when  out  of  Fort  Smith,  we  had  from 
three  to  six  terms  of  county  court  each  year,-  having  two  county 
court  towns  in  our  small  county.  These  terms  of  court  would  last 
from  one  to  two  weeks  each.  Now  we  only  have  one  term  of  county 
court  at  the  county  seat  each  year  that  last  two  or  three  days  for 
criminal  term  and  a  term  at  McCurtain,  our  other  county  town,  once 
a  year  that  the  criminal  term  hardly  tries  a  case. 

"We  formerly  had  two  terms  of  district  court  a  year  lasting 
at  least  two  weeks  each  for  criminal  docket.  Now  we  have  one 
term  and  the  criminal  docket  will  not  last  more  than  one  week. 

"We  formely  had  from  lo  to  30  prisoners  in  jail  and  on  the 
county  roads,  and  this  year  our  jail  has  been  empty  at  least  one- 
third  of  the  time,  and  never  over  live  in  jail  at  any  one  time,  and 
they  for  only  a  short  time,  and  we  do  not  have  any  on  the  road  for 
the  past  two  years.  From  a  business  standpoint  this  is  a  few  of  the 
reasons  why  I  am  for  Prohibition,  but  above  all  I  am  for  Prohibi- 
tion because  I  believe  it  is  right,  and  we  have  a  better  citizenship 
when  we  have  Prohibition.  I  long  to  see  the  time  when  we  shall 
have  national  Prohibition." 

JEFFERSON  COUNTY 

W.  J.  Ballard,  Sheriff,  Waurika:  (i)  "I  believe  that  Prohibition 
is  far  more  of  advantage  than  a  license  policy;  for  it  prevents  each 
day  occurrences  happening  in  actual  view  of  a  younger  generation 
and  creating  a  thought  in  some  mind  to  engage  in  the  same  pro- 
fession." 

(2)  "I  do  not  see  wherein  the  county  could  be  benefited  by  a 
license  policy;  for  where  a  policy  of  this  nature  exists,  vice  and 
several  other  immoral  acts  follow,  such  as  many  know  otherwise 
would  not  be  given  a  thought." 

KINGFISHER  COUNTY 

George  F.  Long,  Sheriff,  Kingfisher:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "No.  I 
have  not  had  a  prisoner  in  the  county  jail  for  fifty  days  and  I  be- 
lieve it  is  because  they  cannot  get  liquor." 

KIOWA  COUNTY 

C.  R.  Lee,  Sheriff,  Hohart:  (i)  "I  think  the  Prohibition  law 
one  of  the  best  laws  the  state  ever  passed.  I  have  been  an  officer 
before  and  after  Prohibition  in  my  county.  I  was  chief  of  police 
here  when  we  had  about  thirty  saloons  and  I  may  be  a  little  partial 
as  I  am  and  always  was  a  Prohibitionist,  but  I  don't  think  whisky 
helps  any  county  in  any  way."  (2)  "I  feel  sure  it  would  not  help 
Kiowa  county." 

MAJOR  COUNTY 

Frank  Lockett,  Sheriff,  Fairview:  (i)  "I  do."  (2)  "Surely 
not." 
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MARSHALL  COUNTY 

John  C.  Glenn,  Sheriff,  Madill:    (i)  "I  do."    (2)  "I  think  not." 
MAYES  COUNTY 

Joe  M.  Ross,  Sheriff,  Pry  or:  "I  do  regard  the  Prohibition  laws 
of  Oklahoma  as  an  advantage  and  it  would  not  benefit  the  interests 
of  the  county  any  to  return  to  license." 

OKLAHOMA  COUNTY 

H.  D.  Grout,  Sheriff,  Oklahoma  City:  (i)  "I  do.  There  is  no 
comparison  in  this  matter.  No  man  can  have  a  reasonable  argu- 
ment for  an  open  saloon  county.  I  can  enforce  the  law  much  easier 
now  than  I  could  even  six  months  ago.  The  bone-dry  law  has 
helped  me  40  per  cent  in  enforcing  the  Prohibition  law.  The  drier 
we  get  it,  the  better  for  all  concerned.  I  am  for  Prohibition  first, 
last  and  always  as  long  as  I  am  an  officer  r.t  least,  for  it  makes 
crime  less  and  keeps  meat  and  bread  in  many  poor  families'  homes 
which  would  otherwise  be  dependent  on  the  county." 

OKMULGEE  COUNTY 

C.  F.  Reach,  Sheriff,  Okmulgee:  "In  my  opinion,  it  is  only  a 
short  time  until  Prohibition  will  be  national,  unless  we  plead  for 
the  licensed  saloon.  As  Prohibition  now  stands,  in  some  counties  in 
Oklahoma,  it  is  an  expense  to  the  taxpayers  and  a  disgrace  to  hu- 
manity and  a  luxury  to  a  few  officers.  Either  have  all  sheriffs  do 
their  sworn  duty,  send  them  to  McAlester,  or  give  them  local 
option,  high  license  saloons  until  the  people  get  another  whack 
at  it." 

OSAGE  COUNTY 

Sefh  Lewis,  Sheriff,  Pawhiiska:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "No.  My 
observation  of  Prohibition  and  their  advancement  are  the  better 
in  a  great  many  ways." 

PAWNEE  COUNTY 

C.  D.  Webber,  Sheriff,  Pawnee:  (i)  "Decidedly  so."  (2)  "Just 
the  reverse.  I  base  my  conclusions  on  common  sense  and  decency. 
The  moral  and  physical  health  of  our  citizens  demand  Prohibition." 

POTTAWATOMIE  COUNTY 

Tully  J.  Darden,  Sheriff,  Tecumseh:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "NO.  I 
find  that  Prohibition  is  much  the  best  and  cheapest  for  crime  sup- 
pression and  good  government." 

TULSA  COUNTY 

Wm.  McCiillough,  Sheriff,  Tulsa:  "I  think  we  should  have  a 
law  to  prohibit  a  man  from  even  buying  a  drink  of  whisky  unless 
he  had  a  license  from  the  court  showing  that  he  was  competent  to 
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handle  it.  I  think  it  should  be  just  as  much  of  an  offense  to  buy 
whisky  as  to  sell  it.  And  we  should  have  a  law  making  it  a  felony 
to  have  it  in  your  possession  unless  you  have  a  license  to  handle  it. 
Now  I  will  admit  that  we  would  not  make  any  money  out  of  it  in 
that  way,  but  it  is  a  poor  business  to  make  money  out  of,  anyway." 

WASHINGTON  COUNTY 

Grif  Graham,  Sheriff,  Bartlesville:  "I  am  heartily  in  favor  of 
the  Prohibition  laws  of  Oklahoma  or  any  other  state  and  cannot 
see  how  the  best  interests  of  our  country  could,  in  any  way,  be 
bettered  by  the  adoption  of  the  license  policy.  We  have  had  very 
little  whisky  and  gambling  in  our  county  for  the  past  year  and  I 
notice  a  marked  change  for  the  better,  better  order,  more  peace  and 
happiness,  better  feeling  among  our  citizens  and  more  prosperity." 

WOODS  COUNTY 

John  Strother,  Sheriff,  Alva:  (i)  "The  bootlegger  is  practically 
a  thing  of  the  past  here  in  Woods  county,  since  the  bone-dry  law 
went  into  effect." 

(2)  "We  don't  want  to  go  back  to  license  days  so  long  as  time 
lasts." 

THE  LONE  NEGATIVE  FROM  CIMARRON  COUNTY 

/.  L.  Allen,  Sheriff,  Boise  City:  (i)  "I  do  not.  For  as  long 
as  they  are  permitted  to  make  it,  they  will  drink  it,  no  matter  how 
far  they  have  to  go  after  it." 

(2)  "It  would,  as  at  present  they  go  South  and  West  after 
booze,  just  like  they  go  after  it  in  Oklahoma  City.  They  go  and 
get  it  there  and  they  go  and  get  it  here,  and  you  kant  keep  them 
from  it.  I  have  captured  some  whisky  here  and  they  have  captured 
some  there,  but  we  don't  get  it  all." 
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PROHIBITION  MAKES  FINANCE  EASY 

Can  a  Prohibition  communiu-  finance  its  public  operations 
without  difficulty?  Would  the  revenue  from  licensed  saloons  offset 
the  increased  cost  of  criminal  prosecutions  made  necessary  by  the 
presence  of  licensed  saloons?  These  are  questions  which  confront 
the  people  in  every  state  and  locality  when  they  consider  changing 
from  the  license  to  the  Prohibition  policy.  I  submitted  to  every 
County  Treasurer  in  Oklahoma  the  following  two  questions : 

(i)  "What  difficulty,  if  any,  have  you  had  in  financing  the 
affairs  of  your  county  because  of  the  adoption  of  the  Prohibition 
policy  in  your  statef" 

(2)  "Do  you  believe  that  if  the  license  policy  was  adopted  that 
the  added  license  revenue  would  offset  the  added  cost  of  crime 
caused  by  the  open  sale  of  liquor  or  that  a  change  to  the  license 
policy  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  your  county  in  any  wayf" 

UNANIMOUS  FOR  PROHIBITION 

One-half  of  the  present  state,  the  eastern  half,  began  business 
under  statehood  ten  years  ago  entirely  without  funds,  entirely  with- 
out roads  or  bridges  except  a  few  toll  bridges,  entirely  with- 
out court  houses,  with  only  four  jails  or  public  buildings,  and  with 
8,000  criminal  cases  bequeathed  them  for  trial,  by  the  Federal  gov- 
ernment. Even  the  more  than  600  Federal  convicts  which  were 
dumped  upon  the  state  from  the  Federal  prison  at  Leavenworth 
had  to  be  cared  for  in  a  bull  pen  until  the  convicts  themselves  could 
build  a  penitentiary  for  their  own  housing  and  accommodation. 

Yet  in  spite  of  these  peculiarly  adverse  conditions,  the  results 
of  ten  years  of  Prohibition  have  been  so  satisfactory  that  not  a 
single  count)'  treasurer  in  all  Oklahoma  is  willing  to  change  Pro- 
hibition for  the  license  policy.  To  this  questionaire,  submitted  to  all 
of  the  county  treasurers  in  Oklahoma,  twenty  replies  were  received. 
Ever\-  one  of  the  twenty  were  favorable  to  the  Prohibition  policy 
and  against  license.  The  returns  were  unanimously  dr\'.  The  replies 
to  the  above  questions  here  follow  in  alphabetical  order  by  counties : 

BEAVER  COUNTY 
Benjamin    Brown,    County    Treasurer,    Beaver:      (i)     "Xone." 
(2)  "Xone.    I  base  my  conclusions  on  experience." 

CADDO  COUNTY 

/.  P.  Ellison,  County  Treasurer,  Anadarko:  (i)  "I  consider  it 
much  better  as  a  Prohibition  county.  We  are  in  good  condition." 
(2)  "Xo.  Xone.  Our  county  is  in  fine  condition  financially  under 
the  Prohibition  law,  and  we  would  not  have  it  any  other  way  for 
we  don't  have  to  deal  with  criminals  like  they  do  in  wet  counites." 

CHOCTAW  COUNTY 

F.   M.   Caldwell,  Countx   Treasurer,  Hugo:     (i)    "Very   little." 
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(2)  "No.  A  thousand  times  no.  I  might  talk  for  a  week  and  then 
not  say  enough  against  it.  We  do  not  want  licensed  saloons,  or  any 
other  kind  as  for  that." 

COTTON  COUNTY 

Dick  Sawyer,  County  Treasurer,  Walter:  (i)  "This  county  has 
been  fortunate.  We  were  created  after  the  Prohibition  amendment 
was  adopted  and  have  had  no  experience  with  the  license  or  open 
saloon  proposition,  a  fact  of  which  we  are  proud." 

DELAWARE  COUNTY 

/.  Graver  Scales,  County  Treasurer,  Jay:  (i)  "None."  (2)  "No. 
Have  not  had  much  experience  fighting  the  saloons  although  I  re- 
alize the  many  harmful  effects  connected  with  it." 

DEWEY  COUNTY 

E.  H.  Todd,  County  Treasurer,  Taloga:  (i)  "None.  Great  im- 
provement." (2)  "NO ! !  Prohibition  increases  efficiency.  Prohibi- 
tion cuts  out  reveling  and  leads  to  economy — efficiency  and  economy 
create  prosperity." 

GRANT  COUNTY 

L.  I.  Black,  County  Treasurer,  Medford:  (i)  "We  have  had 
no  trouble  with  finances  on  this  account."  (2)  "No.  I  think  any 
change  in  the  policy  of  this  state  with  regard  to  liquor  would  be 
detrimental,  rather  than  of  any  benefit  whatever.  I  have  served 
several  years  as  deputy  treasurer  of  this  county,  and  while  I  have 
not  had  personal  experience  with  liquor  revenues,  I  believe  the  taxes 
are  no  harder  to  pay  now  than  they  were  with  them.  Taxes  are  not 
hard  to  pay  when  people  have  the  money  to  pay." 

HARMON  COUNTY 

G.  L.  Chism,  County  Treasurer,  Mollis:  "Harmon  county,  Okla- 
homa, has  the  cash  to  pay  all  her  obligations  and  is  in  fact  on  a 
cash  basis.  We  have  not  had  enough  court  since  statehood  for  the 
judge  to  keep  in  practice  and  our  court  cost  is  comparatively  noth- 
ing; while,  on  the  other  hand,  if  we  had  open  saloons,  the  license 
they  would  pay  only  a  small  part  of  the  cost  they  would  make." 

JACKSON  COUNTY 

C.  S.  Highsmith,  County  Treasurer,  Altus:  (i)  "None." 
(2)  "No." 

LOGAN  COUNTY 

F.  W.  Wolfe,  County  Treasurer,  Guthrie:  "Say,  boy,  I  don't 
know  anything  about  conditions  before  Prohibition  here,  but  it  sure 
keeps  the  boys  scratching  to  pay  tax  and  keep  things  going  now,  but 
I  don't  think  the  license  on  saloons  would  help  much,  because  there 
would  be  no  one  here  to  patronize  the  saloons.    We  have  all  quit." 
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OKFUSKEE  COUNTY 

Miss  Jo.  Dooling,  County  Treasurer,  Okemah:  (i)  "There  is 
more  revenue  derived  bj^  the  prompt  payment  of  ad  valorem  taxes 
in  a  dry  county  than  ad  valorem  and  whisky  taxes  combined  in  a 
wet  county."  (2)  "There  is  no  financial  consideration  strong  enough 
to  offset  the  deplorable  conditions  that  result  from  it." 

OKMULGEE  COUNTY 
/.  Will  Baker,  County  Treasurer,  Okmulgee:  (i)  "None." 
(2)  "I  do  not.  I  am  sure  thta  if  we  had  license,  our  crime  would 
be  doubled  and  the  cost  would  increase  proportionately  to  our 
county.  Give  us  a  city  without  a  saloon  or  picture  show  and  we 
will  have  less  crime  and  more  prosperity." 

PONTONTOC    COUNTY 

Lee  Daggs,  County  Treasurer,  Ada:    (i)   "XO  I  I"   (2)   "XO ! !" 

POTTAWATOMIE  COUNTY 

R.  L.  Alexander,  Treasurer,  Tecumseh:  (i)  "I  do  not  believe 
that  the  adoption  of  Prohibition  has,  in  any  way,  made  the  financial 
conditions  of  this  count}-  worse  or  made  taxes  higher."  (2)  "From 
my  experience  as  court  clerk  for  three  years  'of  one  of  the  heaviest 
courts  of  this  county,  I  am  convinced  that  the  licenses  collected  from 
open  saloons  would  not  offset  the  added  cost  caused  by  the  addi- 
tional crime  committed  because  of  the  open  saloon  or  license  policy." 

SEMINOLE  COUNTY 

G.  E.  Bean,  Wewoka,  County  Treasurer:  (i)  "Xone."  (2) 
"No." 

SEQUOYAH  COUNTY 

R.  F.  Campbell,  County  Treasurer,  Sallisan}:  (i)  "Xone  what- 
ever." (2)  "No.  A  thousand  times,  XO.  ]\Ien  that  have  heretofore 
spent  money  for  the  'Red  Demon'  are  now  spending  it  on  their 
homes  and  families." 

STEPHENS  COUNTY 
A.  B.  Garris,  County  Treasurer,  Duncan:  (i)  "Xo.  I  can  not 
give  you  facts,  for  the  reasons  that  we  have  never  had  saloons 
in  the  Indian  Territory  side  of  our  county,  and  our  county  only 
includes  a  very  small  strip  of  Oklahoma.  Aly  opinion  is,  based  on 
actual  observation,  that  no  county  has  ever  had  any  difficulty  in 
financing,  because  of  the  adoption  of  Prohibition  policy,  rather  the 
reverse."  (2)  "Xo.  My  belief  is,  the  added  cost  of  crime  would 
far  exceed  the  added  license  revenue  ,and  that  a  change  to  license 
policy  would  mean  to  our  county  a  financial  adversit}-." 

WASHITA  COUNTY 

V.  L.  Bribble,  County  Treasurer,  Cordell:  (i)  "We  have  had 
absolutely    no    difficulty    in    the   financing   of   cur   county    since   the 
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adoption  of  Prohibition  policy.  Our  records  show  that  the  financial 
condition  of  our  county  is  in  better  shape  than  ever  before.  We 
are  strictly  on  a  cash  basis."  (2)  "I  am  certain  that  the  adoption  of 
the  license  policy,  which  I  trust  shall  never  be,  would  be  not  only 
to  the  disadvantage  but  to  the  gross  detriment  of  our  county.  The 
added  cost  of  crime  caused  by  open  sale  of  liquor  would  not  be 
offset  by  the  added  revenue  by  a  very  large  per  cent,  and  the  money 
of  many  that  is  now  being  used  in  the  payment  of  honest  debts 
would  be  in  the  coffers  of  the  liquor  dealer." 

WOODS  COUNTY 

John  W.  Prigmore,  County  Treasurer,  Alva:  (1)  "Woods 
county  has,  in  the  past  ten  years,  paid  off  three  series  of  bonds  that 
were  voted  before  statehood  to  run  the  expenses  of  the  county,  and 
we  have  on  hand  at  the  present  time  more  than  enough  in  our  sink- 
ing fund  to  pay  all  other  outstanding  bonds  not  yet  due.  During  this 
time  we  have  started  and  have  well  near  completed  an  extensive 
system  of  highways  over  the  entire  county  and  we  spend  more 
money  in  one  year  on  the  roads  than  we  spent  in  five  years  under 
the  license  policy.  In  the  city  of  Alva,  we  have  built  three  miles 
of  paving,  a  $30,000  city  hall,  a  $75,000  high  school,  and  we  have  a 
better  system  of  sidewalks,  sewer,  lights  and  water  than  at  any  time 
before,  as  well  as  a  much  cleaner  city  and  a  much  cleaner  city  gov- 
ernment, morally  speaking." 

(2)  "From  a  financial  or  a  progressive  point  of  view,  no  person 
in  this  county  could  honestly  want  to  go  back  to  the  license  policy, 
for  our  tax  levies  are  low  compared  to  our  progress,  our  county 
warrants  are  never  discounted  and  we  have  more  schools  and 
churches  and  less  crime  than  under  the  old  system." 

WOODWARD  COUNTY 

A.  F.  Reed,  County  Treasurer,  Woodward:  (i)  "It  is  a  noted 
fact  that  this,  Woodward,  county  has  never  been  in  better  condition 
financially  than  it  is  now,  and  I  have  noticed  that  parties  are  now 
at  work  and  paying  their  taxes  who,  a  few  years  ago,  were  in  the 
bootlegging  class  and  bore  'a  questionable  reputation,'  but  are  now 
dependable.  Some  of  these  men  have  told  me  that  Prohibition  is 
the  right  thing."  (2)  "I  do  not,  personally,  believe  that  the  license 
policy  ever  did  offset  the  no-license  policy  in  any  county  or  state, 
and  I  believe  that  the  people  of  our  county  would  give  a  rousing 
big  vote  for  Prohibition  as  they  always  have  for  nine  years  that  I 
have  been  here." 
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PROHIBITION  GOOD  FOR  HOTEL 
BUSINESS 

To  each  of.  the  hotels  of  Oklahoma  listed  in  Clason's  Guide  to 
Oklahoma,  I  submitted  the  following  questions : 

(i)  "Is  the  Prohibition  policy  of  Oklahoma  to  the  best  advan- 
tage of  the  hotel  business  of  the  state?" 

(2)  "If  your  reply  is  'No,'  zvill  you  state  why  you  engage  in 
the  hotel  business  in  a  dry  state  instead  of  a  license  state?" 

O3)  "Do  you  think  that  it  tvould  be  to  the  advantage  of  the 
hotel  business  of  Oklahoma  to  adopt  the  license  policy?" 

Of  the  57  replies  received,  only  eight  of  the  entire  number  were 
unfavorable.  Forty-nine  strongly  espoused  the  dry  policy.  The  big 
hotels,  the  skyscrapers,  were  all  in  favor  of  no  bar.  Manager  Wal- 
lower  of  the  new  Skirvin  of  Oklahoma  City,  in  his  letter,  declared 
that  "since  the  bone-dry  law  came  into  effect,  we  have  had  better 
business  and  less  trouble  than  ever  before  in  the  history  of  the 
Skirvin  hotel." 

M.  C.  Hrabe.  writing  in  response  to  the  inquiry  to  the  Lee 
Huckins  Hotel,  the  largest  in  the  state,  gave  this  as  his  reason  for 
espousing  the  dry  cause :  "The  best  locations  in  the  city  that  the 
saloons  had  at  one  time  are  now  the  best  business  centers  in  the 
city  as  banks,  dry  goods  and  fine  grocery  stores.  All  saloon  men, 
including  myself,  made  the  greatest  mistake  in  the  world  that  we 
were  not  forced  in  closing  saloons  according  to  law." 

A  VOICE  OF  PROTEST 

As  an  example  of  the  old  times,  Alex  Sellers,  proprietor  of 
Sellers  Hotel  at  Eufaula,  is  one  of  the  nine  who  thinks  that  Prohi- 
bition is  a  bad  thing.  Sellers  is  one  of  the  "old-time"  whisky  men 
who  believes  that  he  was  born  to  sell  whisky  contrary  to  law.  I 
arrested  him  fifteen  or  twenty  times  and  smashed  up  large  amounts 
of  whisky  in  his  place.  Once  I  broke  open  his  safe  and  found  81 
pint  bottles  of  whisky  in  it.  Once  his  wife,  animated  with  great 
vigor  and  enthusiasm,  smote  me  over  the  head  with  a  beer  bottle 
because  I  found  a  wheelbarrow  load  of  whisky  under  her  bed.  A 
few  years  ago,  Alex  was  convicted  and  sentenced  in  the  Federal 
court  to  two  years  in  the  penitentiary  for  bootlegging,  but  the  con- 
viction was  reversed  by  the  United  States  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
on  a  technicality.  It  is  quite  natural,  therefore,  that  Mr.  Sellers 
should  join  in  as  one  of  the  nine  who  think  Prohibition  in  Okla- 
homa is  bad  for  the  hotel  business. 

The  replies  to  my  questionaire  are  given  below  in  the  alpha- 
betical order  of  the  towns,  the  "conscientious  objectors"  being  al- 
lowed to  close  the  debate.  The  replies  are  rlumbered  to  correspond 
with  the  questions : 

AFTON,  Palmer  Hotel:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "Because  I  am  not 
infested  with  drunkards  and  debauchees."  (3)  "No.  I  have  three 
sons  to  be  protected." 
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ANADARKO.  Bryan  Hotel,  Frank  Stone,  Proprie-tor:  (i)  "As 
an  individual  I  think  Prohibition  (if  it  prohibits)  is  an  advantage 
to  the  hotel  business."     (3)    "No." 

ALTUS,  Comviercial  Hotel,  D.  M.  Richardson:  "I  am  against 
the  whisky  first,  last  and  all  the  time.  It  causes  people  to  do  many 
embarrassing  things  they  would  not  do  otherwise." 

CHOTEAU,  Gray  Hotel:  (i)  "Yes.  Men  are  not  always  gen- 
tlemen when  they  are  drinking."    (3)   "No.    Positively  no." 

CLAREMORE,  Mason  Hotel,  J.  M.  Davis,  Proprietor:  "I  am 
positively  against  whisky  in  every  respect  and  would  like  very  much 
to  see  it  out  of  the  United  States.  I  am  not  a  bootlegger  and  hate 
those  who  are." 

LIKES  A  CLEAN  PLACE 

CORDELL,  New  Iron  Hotel,  Lee  Wilfiford:  (i)  "Yes."  (3) 
"No." 

COWETA,  Commercial  Hotel:    (i)   "Yes."    (3)   "No." 

COYLE,  Hubbard  Hotel,  J.  W.  Hubbard:  "I  am  in  favor  of 
the  Anti-Saloon  League  and,  as  far  as  hurting  the  hotel  business, 
it  is  a  boon  to  it.  I  have  had  all  the  drunken  guests  to  take  care 
of  that  I  care  to,  and  since  Prohibition  I  have  had  none  such  to 
contend  with.  I  think  the  hotel  business  has  improved  greatly  since 
Prohibition,  and  it  is  a  blessing  to  hotel  proprietors." 

COMANCHE,  Commercial  Hotel,  W.  R.  Patty,  Owner:  "I 
think  whisky  is  a  detriment  to  any  kind  of  business,  in  any  state, 
and  I  favor  Prohibition  in  any  form.  Would  like  to  see  it  nation- 
wide. I  am  with  you  in  any  and  all  means  to  prohibit  the  sale  and 
drinking." 

COMMERCE,  Hotel  Ruth:  (i)  "Yes."  (2)  "I  would  not  en- 
gage in  the  hotel  business  in  a  wet  town." 

CRESCEl<iT,  Commercial  Hotel:  (i)  "Yes."  (3)  "No.  A  thou- 
sand times  NO." 

DAVENPORT,  Commercial  Hotel.  Peter  Ostron:  (i)  "Yes. 
I  favor  sobriety  and  cleanliness  for  young  and  old."  (3)  "No. 
Emphatically  NO." 

DAVIS,  Norwood  Hotel,  J.  L.  Norwood,  Proprietor:  (i)  "I 
do  think  the  Prohibition  policy  of  Oklahoma  is  to  the  best  advan- 
tage for  the  hotel  business  and  all  other  business." 

DURANT,  Atwood  Hotel:    (i)  "Yes."    (3)  "I  think  not." 

FAIRVIEW,  Floyd  Hotel,  J.  A.  Floyd:  (i)  "Yes."  (3)  "No.  I 
think  Prohibition  is  best  for  all  lines  of  business,  morally,  physi- 
cally and  for  the  future  generation.    We  want  to  keep  it  dry." 

FREDERICK,  Cook  Hotel,  Joe  Cook:  "I  think  it  is  better  to 
have  it  dry." 

GAGE,  Lovel  Hotel:  (i)  "Yes."  (3)  "No.  Prohibition  means 
better  business  and  more  monev." 

HEAVENER,  Commercial  Hotel:    (i)   "Yes."    (3)   "No." 

HOMINY,  AnOberevn  Hotel,  Mrs.  C.  T.  Owens,  Proprietor: 
(I)   "Yes."    (3)    "No." 
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HOMINY,  Comviercuil  Hotel,  Lee  H.  Westhrook,  Proprietor: 
(i)    "Yes."    (3)  -"No." 

HUGO,  The  Preston,  W.  A.  Collins,  Proprietor:  "We  are  for 
Prohibition  all  the  time.    Ver>'  much  prefer  a  hotel  in  a  dr>'  state." 

HYDRO,  Merchants  Hotel:     (i)    "Yes."     (3)    "No." 

JENNINGS,  Stone  Hotel,  Mrs.  T.  W.  Crawford,  Proprietor: 
(I)   "Yes."    (3)   "No." 

LEXINGTON,  Wallace's  Hotel,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Wallace,  Proprie- 
tor: "1  think  the  Prohibition  law  of  the  state  of  Oklahoma  is  a 
decided  advantage  to  the  hotel  business." 

LINDSAY,  Hotel  Lindsay,  J.  F.  Cole,  Proprietor:  "When  I 
entered  the  hotel  business,  I  did  not  give  the  liquor  any  considera- 
tion. I  believe  that  it  has  no  more  relation  to  the  hotel  business 
than  any  other  business.  I  know  of  no  arguments  to  be  made  in 
favor  of  its  use." 

MADILL,  Hotel  Royal,  W.  W.  Carter,  Proprietor:  (i)  "Yes." 
(3)  "No.  I  do  not.  Prohibition  is  the  best  policy  for  any  state.  I 
am  a  Prohibitionist  first  and  last." 

THE  GIST  OF  THE  HOTEL  ARGUMENT 

MEDFORD,  Commercial  Hotel,  A.  F.  Kidder:  (i)  "Yes." 
(3)  "No."  A  man  that  is  drinking  around  a  hotel  makes  it  very 
embarrassing  for  the  proprietor,  besides  making  a  fool  of  himself, 
and  makes  it  very  disagreeable  for  the  other  guests.  And  there  are 
many  other  things  that  I  might  mention." 

NEWKIRK,  Park  Hotel,  L.  R.  Glover,  Proprietor:  "I  prefer 
to  operate  a  hotel  in  dry  territory,  as  I  have  operated  hotels  in  both 
wet  and  dr>'  states.  I  see  no  advantage  to  the  hotel  business  to 
adopt  the  license  policy." 

NEWKIRK,  G.  P.  Endicott:  "As  a  hotel  man  doing  business 
within  this  state,  I  consider  the  Prohibition  policy  of  great  benefit 
to  my  business,  and  consider  it  would  be  a  great  benefit  to,  not  only 
the  hotel  business,  but  ever}-  other  except  the  saloon  business,  to 
adopt  said  policy.  I  consider  this  policy  to  be  of  the  best  advantage 
to  the  business  of  the  people,  owing  to  the  moral  elements  it  con- 
tains." 

NOWATA,  Savoy  Hotel,  J.  P.  Cruff,  Proprietor:  (i)  "It  is 
much  preferable  to  wet,  in  my  judgment."  (3)  "No.  The  liquor 
that  is  consumed  by  men  coming  to  my  hotel  causes  me  more  trouble 
than  any  one  thing,  and  I  refuse  to  register  a  drunken  man." 

OKEAIAH,  Broadway  Hotel,  F.  M.  Streetman,  Proprietor: 
(i)  "We  believe  the  Prohibition  policy  much  better  for  the  hotel 
business  of  this  state.  We  do  not  believe  that  the  presence  of  alco- 
hol is  helpful  to  any  legitimate  business." 

CHORUS  OF  OKLAHOMA  CITY'S  BIG  HOTELS 

OKLAHOMA  CITY,  The  Kingkade,  J.  S.  Lemert,  Manager: 
(I)   "Yes."    (3)   "No." 

OKLAHOMA  CITY,  Lee  Huckins  Hotel,  M.  C.  Hrabe:    "My 
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view  on  Prohibition  in  Oklahoma  City  is  that  Oklahoma  City  did 
not  make  a  mistake  in  adopting  and  continuing  the  policy  of  Pro- 
hibition of  the  traiSc  in  intoxicating  liquors.  And  my  reason  is,  that 
the  best  locations  in  the  city  that  the  saloon  had  at  one  time,  are 
now  the  best  business  centers  in  the  city,  as  banks,  dry  goods  and 
fine  grocery  stores. 

"All  saloon  men,  including  myself,  made  the  greatest  mistake 
in  the  world  that  we  were  not  forced  into  closing  saloons  according 
to  law.  Why,  all  business  men  close  up  their  business  at  the  regular 
time,  and  why  didn't  we  follow  the  same  example?  There  is  no 
wonder  that  there  is  Prohibition  in  the  city  today.  The  city  is 
progressing  nicely." 

OKLAHOMA  CITY,  The  Skirvin  Hotel,  Edgar  Z.  Wallower, 
Managing  Director:  (i)  "The  Prohibition  policy  is  decidedly  to 
the  best  advantage  of  the  hotel  business  in  (Dklahoma. 

(3)  "We  never  want  to  see  the  license  policy  adopted  for  hotels 
in  Oklahoma.  Since  the  bone-dry  law  went  into  effect,  we  have 
had  better  business  and  less  trouble  than  ever  before  in  the  history 
of  the  Skirvin  hotel." 

WHISKY  A  CURSE  TO  HONEST  BUSINESS 

PAWHUSKA,  Duncan  Hotel:  (i)  "Yes,  for  honest  business." 
(3)  "No.  In  all  experience  for  years  in  the  hotel  business,  whisky 
is  a  curse  to  honest  business.  Every  time  it  enters  your  house,  it 
damages  something.  The  only  possible  way  it  can  help  increase 
profits  is  to  rob  the  sucker  while  drunk,  or  go  into  the  saloon  busi- 
ness and  ply  the  traffic  under  the  respectability  of  the  hotel  business. 
As  a  rule,  when  you  can't  find  whisky  any  place  else,  you  can  find 
it  at  the  larger  hotels.  If  the  hotel  business  can't  stand  up  without 
this  prop,  then  1  say,  'away  with  the  business.' " 

PRAGUE,  Arlington  Hotel,  S.  A.  Thompson,  Proprietor: 
(1)  "In  answer  to  your  first  question,  I  want  to  say  'Yes.'  As  many 
people  must  make  the  hotel  their  home,  then  banish  evil  from  every 
hotel  in  the  land. 

(3)  "To  your  third  question,  I  answer,  'No,  never.'  God  forbid 
that  Oklahoma  ever  be  cursed  again  with  the  saloon,  the  breeder, 
the  hatcher  of  all  evil." 

PURCELL,  Smith's  Hotel,  D.  D.  Smith,  Proprietor:  (i)  "Yes. 
speaking  for  myself."  (2)  "Because  I  am  not  bothered  with  drunks." 
(3)  "No.    However,  I  am  not  a  Prohi." 

WHY    TRICE   QUIT 

RYAN,  Trice  Hotel,  B.  B.  Trice,  Proprietor:  "I  first  engaged 
in  the  hotel  business  at  Ft.  Worth,  Texas.  Our  boarders  often  came 
in  drunk,  and  one  night,  one  killed  another  with  a  pistol.  We  quit 
at  once  and  moved  to  Ryan,  Oklahoma,  and  have  had  a  quiet  and 
prosperous  business  ever  since,  which  is  seven  years.  We  positively 
don't  want  any  saloons." 

SAYRE,  English  Kitchen:    (i)  "Yes."    (3)  "No." 
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SENTINEL,  Hotel  Wright:  (2)  "Less  drinking— better  gentle- 
men."   (3)   "No.    No  saloons  required." 

SHAMROCK,  Erin  Hotel:  (1)  "Yes."  (3)^  "No.  I  do  not 
think  so.   You  cannot  license  evil  and  expect  good." 

SULPHUR,  Artesian  Hotel:    (i)   "Yes."    (3)   "No." 

TALIHINA,  Commercial  Hotel,  H.  C.  Smith:  (i)  "Yes."  (3) 
"No.  I  do  not  like  the  society  of  drunkards  and  do  not  admit  them 
as  guests,  as  their  behavior  is  disgusting  to  me  and  to  all  right- 
minded  people." 

TULSA,  Brady  Hotel,  T.  T.  Wells.  Manager:  (i)  "If  high 
license,  yes."  (2)  "I  did  not  engage  in  the  hotel  business  here  be- 
cause it  was  a  dry  state,  but  because  Tulsa  was  a  good  business  city 
and  a  good  hotel  town,  regardless  of  Prohibition."    (3)    "No." 

TULSA,  Baltimore  Hotel:  "Prohibition  does  not  interfere 
with  the  hotel  business  in  this  city.  All  hotels  are  full  every  night. 
Personally,  I  have  lived  in  a  wet  country  most  of  my  life.  I  think 
it  only  fair  and  right  to  give  humans  an  unrestricted  right  to  satisfy 
their  appetities  in  a  sane  and  moderate  way." 

WALTER,  Hotel  Lines:   (i)  "Yes."    (3)   "No" 

WELEETKA,  Hotel  Florence,  H.  B.  Fleming,  Proprietor: 
(i)  "I  like  it  better."  (2)  "No.  I  would  not  run  a  hotel  in  a  wet 
town." 

WELEETKA,  The  Wenonah,  H.  B.  Fleming,  Proprietor: 
(i)  "I  would  not  run  a  hotel  in  a  town  that  sold  whisky.  I  have 
had  all  the  troubles  I  want  with  people  that  used  to  come  to  the 
hotel  under  the  influence  of  drink.  The  same  people  come  now  and 
are  gentlemen." 

WOODWARD,  Central  Hotel,  D.  C.  Huskey,  Proprietor: 
(i)  "I  am  sure  it  is."  (3)  "I  do  not.  I  have  seen  so  much  evil 
and  no  good  from  the  business  that  I  must  oppose  John  Barleycorn 
at  every  possible  chance." 
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